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On the cover: Retired Justice Sandra Day O’Connor
and Justice Stephen Breyer (center), co-chairs of the
“Fair and Independent Courts” Conference, pose
on the Georgetown Law campus with Dean T.
Alexander Aleinikoff (second row, right) and student
ambassadors. Cover photo by A. Paul Herrera.

The idea of the rule of law means more than complying with
the rules of law. It is an aspirational notion, one that evokes
images of a just system of laws administered justly. Courts play
an indispensable role in supporting the rule of law in mature
democracies.  

As a vital part of the American system of government,
courts enforce constitutional limits on the political branches
and protect minorities against the excesses of majority rule.
Constitutional scholar Charles Black noted a generation ago
that judicial review of the conduct of the political branches

provides legitimacy to the system as a whole — by both invalidating actions that violate constitu-
tional limits and by upholding actions within those limits.

None of this is to say that courts are immune from error, prejudice and sometimes even 
corruption. Neither can they be immune from criticism. But as was explored at the “Fair and
Independent Courts” Conference held at the Law Center in September, recent attacks on the 
judiciary threaten the independence of judges and thereby threaten our constitutional system 
of checks and balances.

The Conference was co-chaired by former Justice Sandra Day O’Connor and Justice Stephen
Breyer and co-sponsored by the American Law Institute. Six sitting members of the Supreme 
Court attended the Conference, as did the Attorney General and Solicitor General of the United
States, state and federal judges, former members of Congress, business leaders, members of the
media and academics. 

We describe the conference in detail in the lead story of this issue. And we affirm the idea of
the rule of law in other contributions: in the establishment of the Human Rights Institute, in our
students’ important work ensuring that U.S. refugee law complies with international standards 
and in recognizing Professor Neal Katyal’s crucial role in the landmark Hamdan v. Rumsfeld case 
(in which the Supreme Court invalidated military commissions established by the president to 
try detainees at Guantánamo Bay, Cuba).

The Law Center is proud to be front and center on these issues.  

Sincerely,

T. Alexander Aleinikoff
Dean of the Law Center
Executive Vice President, Law Center Affairs

Letter from the Dean

BY ANNE CASSIDY

“I can’t imagine doing my job without what I

learned at Georgetown Law,” says Paul Diaz

(L’88), president and chief executive officer of

Kindred, a Fortune 500 health services compa-

ny that operates hospitals, nursing and rehabili-

tation centers and is one of the largest

providers of long-term health care services in

the country. 

“We just announced a private letter ruling,

where we’re spinning off one of our operating

divisions and merging it with a similar spin-off

of another public company. Much smarter peo-

ple came up with this creative structure,” Diaz

says, but his Law Center class on corporate

tax and securities law “enabled me to sit in on

meetings and not be completely lost.” 

Whether it’s “litigation or taxes or helping

our operators balance compliance issues with

operational challenges,” Diaz says he continues

to draw on what he learned at Georgetown

Law. Certain classes and teachers stick in his

mind, especially Professors Martin Ginsburg,

Peter Edelman and Steven Goldberg. “I loved

those guys,” he says.

Diaz learned something else important at

the Law Center, something that wasn’t in the

curriculum — he learned to multi-task. “I

worked my way through law school. The first

year I worked part-time and the next two

years I clerked at Ginsberg, Feldman and Bress,

a D.C. firm. I wasn’t in the night program but I

arranged my classes so I could get into the

office maybe 30 hours a week,” Diaz says. “I’m

sure my grades suffered a little bit from it, but

the school was incredibly helpful and support-

ive from a financial aid perspective.”

It’s this accommodation and support that

Diaz is perpetuating for others by serving on

the Law Center’s Board of Visitors and funding

the Paul J. Diaz Scholarship Fund, which assists

students with financial needs and strives to

promote ethnic diversity. “I’ve been incredibly

blessed and I try to remind myself every day

that I’ve been the beneficiary of a lot of peo-

ple’s assistance,” Diaz says. “I’m trying to help

students who may not have had such breaks

along the way.” 

Diaz worked hard to make his own

“breaks.” He did several years of public

accounting for Arthur Andersen after receiving

a B.A. in finance and accounting from American

University in 1983, and entered the Law Center

“with a fair amount of real estate and finance

experience” that made it possible to do “more

than just legal research” while earning his J.D.

After a summer associate position in the

Big Apple, “I decided that the New York big firm

thing wasn’t for me,” and in 1989, he found his

way to a start-up company named Allegis Health

Services, becoming its general counsel and chief

financial officer and beginning the journey that

would eventually bring him to his current posi-

tion. After selling Allegis in 1996 to Mariner

Health Group, Diaz took various executive

positions with Mariner, where he eventually

became executive vice president and chief

operating officer. Diaz has been with Kindred

for five years, the last three as president and

CEO.

Diaz learned that he liked the health care

industry and he’s carefully watching the “inter-

esting things” that the Law Center is doing in

health care law. “The whole intersection

between law and public health is an interest of

mine,” Diaz says. “My wife says only a geek

would think about something like that as a

hobby.” But as the CEO of a diverse health care

company with 80 long-term care hospitals, 253

nursing and rehabilitation centers, 40 pharma-

cies and much more, his interest is far more

than a hobby. 

As for his other pastimes, Diaz spends any

extra hours he has with his wife, Viki, and their

three children ages 8, 6 and 2 (“they’re the

lights of my life,” Diaz says). “We have two fami-

ly things that we like to do: We love to ski and

we also have a house in Dewey Beach…. I play

a lot of beach volleyball there, but it’s getting a

lot harder on my knees!”

Diaz grew up in Florida but spent most 

of his adult life in the D.C. area, and his wife 

is a Maryland native. So it was a big change

when the family moved from Bethesda,

Maryland, to Louisville, Kentucky, for Diaz to

take the Kindred position. But the family has

come to love their new home. “There’s such 

a high quality of life here,” Diaz says.
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