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Background

Maryland’s food system is diverse.  There is no system currently in place to enable individuals and groups representing different aspects of the food system to communicate in any way.  As a result, there are significant inefficiencies in the food system, which creates problems for the environment, the agricultural economy, and healthcare of the population. 

Clients and Collaborators

The client is the Maryland Food Policy Workgroup, a collection of government officials and various stakeholders working to improve Maryland’s food system.  One of the possible methods for improving the food system that the Workgroup has identified is to create a state-wide Food Policy Council.  This Council would bring together all aspects of the Maryland food system, including representatives from government, education, healthcare, agriculture and environmental groups. 

Goals

Use a food policy council to generate innovative solutions to complex problems of access to fresh and nutritious food.
Objectives

1. Show the Maryland Food Policy Workgroup a variety of successful models that will help them to create a Maryland Food Policy Council. 

2. Highlight and analyze the specific aspects of the successful models that led to their success.  

Tasks

1. Create a “menu” of options.
a. Review the creation, organization and governance structure of other state and local food policy councils.
b. Identify the different models of food policy councils (e.g., public versus private) and pick representative examples for each model. 

c. Create a written report of the models. 
2. Analyze the specific decisions that led to success or failure.
a. Create a set of criteria for determining whether or not a council is successful. 

b. Apply the criteria to food policy councils.
c. Determine which choices councils made were most directly correlated with resulting success. 

d. Analyze why those choices resulted in successful councils. 

