


In additional to the first right to purchase,
tenants also have what's called a right of
first refusal. That means they have the right
to match any contract for sale between the
owner and someone else. The law gives the
tenants 15 days to match the contract. If the
owner gives the tenants the contract during
or before the negotiation period discussed
above, the fifteen days is added to the
negotiation period. If the tenants receive
the contract after their rights have expired,
for example because they did not register
their interest in purchasing or they did not
sign a contract, they will only have 15 days
to respond.

If the owner does not enter into a contract
for sale with anyone after a specified period
of days after the offer is made to the tenants,
the owner must start over. This means the
owner must offer the building to the tenants
again and comply with the time periods. The
time periods after which the owner must
start over are:

e Buildings with 5 or more apartments:
360 days

e Buildings with 24 apartments: 240 days;

e Single family dwellings: 180 days.

Instead of purchasing the building them-
selves, tenants can exercise their rights in
partnership with other groups or they can
sell their rights to other groups. A partner-
ship might make sense if the tenants want to
purchase the building but are having trouble
managing the process or finding the money.
Possible partners include nonprofit organiza-
tions, private developers, or the government.
If the tenants don’t want to purchase the
building, they may want to consider assign-
ing or selling their right to purchase to a
private party or a federal or district govern-
ment agency. The tenants’ rights to purchase
are very valuable, and can be used to negoti-
ate better building conditions, limits on rent
increases, or other benefits.

A tenant cannot waive right to receive the
offer of sale. That means the owner must
give you the offer of sale even if you agreed

that he would not have to give you the offer
if he decided to sell the building. Also, own-
ers cannot require tenants to waive other
rights under the Act, in a lease or otherwise,
although it is possible for tenants and own-
ers to bargain over these rights.

The Homestead Housing Preservation Act of
1986 provides an opportunity for tenants

to purchase abandoned buildings at the
price of $250 per dwelling apartment. The
program will give preference to purchase by
low income tenants and low income tenant
organizations.

The tenants in the Homestead Program
may get a loan of up to $10,000 per apart-
ment. In exchange, tenants in the program
must agree to participate in the Technical
Training Program, improve the property to
meet the Building Code, and agree not to
sell, lease or put liens on the building for 5
years.

The Homestead Program is adminis-
tered by the D.C. Department of Housing and
Community Development (DHCD). For more
information on the Homestead Program, ten-
ants may call DHCD at (202) 442-7200.

The purchase of an apartment building

is a complicated process. There are strict
deadlines and special procedures that vary
depending on the number of apartments in
the building. It is important to get assistance
so that you fully understand your rights and
the procedures you must follow.

A good starting place is the Conversion
and Sales Office (202) 442-4477, which can
assist you in organizing your tenant organi-
zation and direct you to legal, financial, and
technical assistance. The following organiza-
tions provide organizing, financial planning
and/or legal help to low to moderate income
tenants.
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CARECEN, 1459 Columbia Rd. NW,
Washington D.C., 20009, (202) 328-
9799 (organizing and planning)

Development Corporation of Columbia
Heights, 3419 14th Street, NW, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20010, (202) 483-4986
(development assistance)

Eisen & Rome, One Thomas Circle NW,
Suite 350, Washington, D.C. 20005,
(202) 659-2822 (legal)

Harrison Institute for Public Law, 111 F

Street, NW, Suite 102, Washington. D.C.

20001, (202) 662-9600 (legal)

Housing Counseling Services, 2410
17th Street, NW, Adams Alley, (202)
667-1939 (organizing)

Latino Economic Development Corpo-
ration, 2316 18th Street, NW, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20009, (202) 588-5102
(organizing, financial and development
assistance)

Marshall Heights Community Devel-
opment Corporation, 3939 Benning
Road, NE, Washington, D.C. 20019,
(202) 396-1200 (organizing, planning,
development assistance)

Manna, Inc., 828 Evarts Street, NE,
Washington, D.C. 20018, (202) 832-
1845 (development assistance)

One D.C,, 614 S Street, NW, Rear Car-
riage House, Washington, D.C. 20001,
(202) 232-2915 (organizing)

New Columbia Community Land Trust,
1419V Street, NW, Washington, D.C.
20009, (202) 986-9225 (development
assistance)

University Legal Services, 2200 |
Street, NE, 2nd Floor, Washington, D.C.
20002, (202) 547-4747 (development
assistance)

Washington Inner City Self Help. 1419
V Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 20009,
(202) 332-8800 (organizing)

In order to protect your rights it is often very
helpful, if not necessary, to form a tenant
organization. By acting collectively, tenants
are often in a better position to force the
owner to make repairs, to ask for a receiver,
to challenge illegal rent increases, and to
purchase the building. Organizing is hard
work that requires the time and energy of
many people. The following are some things
you can do to form and strengthen your

group:

Hold regular meetings: An effective
tenant organization is active. Hold fre-
quent meetings to discuss the building
condition, needed improvements, and
the services you want. Meetings can
be held monthly or more frequently
depending on the needs of your orga-
nization. Always keep written minutes
of the meetings, particularly of the
decisions you make.

Adopt Bylaws: Bylaws are rules for
making decisions, electing officers,
and running the business of the asso-
ciation. Bylaws ensure that everyone
understands the rules and enables a
tenant organization to operate demo-
cratically and fairly.

Distribute a regular newsletter:
Generally, your negotiating posi-

tion is strengthened by the number
of residents involved in your tenant
organization. A regular newsletter is a
good way to get all tenants involved
and keep them aware of what is hap-
pening in your tenant group.

Be unified: Do not meet with your
landlord until you have reached an
agreement within your organization.
Nothing weakens your bargaining
position more than showing your
landlord that the tenant organization
does not know what it wants. Hold
several tenant organization meetings
and discuss exactly what you want
from the landlord before confronting
him or her.

Meet with your landlord and be
specific about what you want: Hold
meetings with your landlord to discuss
the condition of your building. Be as

specific as possible about the existing
problems and the remedies you want.
Establishing a relationship with your
landlord may help resolve the prob-
lems in the building. It may also help
the tenant organization avoid taking
legal action against the landlord.

Seek legal counsel, if necessary: If your
association is in an unfair bargain-

ing position a lawyer may be helpful,
especially if you cannot effectively
negotiate with the landlord without
taking legal action. A lawyer will be
able to outline legal choices, negotia-
tion strategies, and legal action.

Be realistic in your expectation: In
order to get concessions on your
requests, you must be willing to
bargain on certain issues. Tenants may
have to pay more rent or give up some
services to get other desired services.
If your aim is to get your landlord to
correct substantial violations of the
D.C. Housing Code, then no additional
rent should be charged.



The Tenant Right to Organize Act (TRO Act)
affirms the rights of all tenants residing in
rental units in the District to hold meet-

ings, assist each other in interactions with
landlords, and form a tenant organization.
Tenants can also engage the help of a tenant
organizer to work on their behalf. A tenant
organizer assists tenants in forming and run-
ning a tenant organization. (See “Forming a
Tenant Organization” subsection in the chart
at the end of this guide for a list of area
groups that can provide a tenant organizer)
A tenant organizer cannot work for a land-
lord or property manager. A landlord cannot
interfere with a tenant or tenant organizer
engaging in any of the following activities:

e Distributing literature about a tenant
organization in lobbies and other com-
mon areas;

e Placing literature about a tenant organi-
zation under individual unit doors;

e Posting information about a tenant
organization on bulletin boards;

¢ Helping tenants participate in tenant
organization activities;

¢ Holding tenant organization meetings
in individual units, lobbies, or common

areas;

e Responding to landlord petitions for
rent increases or conversion.

¢ Alandlord who violates the TRO act can
face high financial penalties and can
lose the right to implement future rent
increases.
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Generally, a tenant organization need not
incorporate in order to accomplish its goals.
Sometimes, however, it is important to incor-
porate. For example, if you receive a notice
from your landlord that your building is for
sale, you must incorporate your tenant orga-
nization in order to negotiate for purchase
of the building. (See section 14.0 on How to
Buy Your Building.)

Incorporation of a tenant organization es-
tablishes a formal structure to represent the
tenants. Buying a building is a business ven-
ture, and the business world finds it easier
to deal with corporations rather than a large
number of loosely connected people.

Incorporating is a simple process which

you can do on your own by filing articles of
incorporation with the Corporations Division
of DCRA at 941 North Capitol Street NE,
Room 9500. Form documents and instruc-
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Residents of an apartment building in Columbia Heights organize to improve their housing conditions

by purchasing their building.

tions for filing are available from DCRA at
that address or on their website, www.dcra.
dc.gov. Although incorporating is relatively
simple, it is always preferable to speak to

a lawyer or tenant organizer before you
incorporate in order to get advice on bylaws,
taxes, purchase of the building, and owner-
ship forms (such as those for condominiums
or cooperatives).

Bylaws are an internal document that states
your tenant organization'’s rules for member-
ship, meetings, quorums, and elections of
directors and officers, etc. They are not filed
with the Corporation Division—rather you
should keep the bylaws in a file with other
important documents for your organization.
Bylaws should be prepared before you file
your articles of incorporation so that your
organization will have rules for operating.

Examples of articles and bylaws that other
tenant organizations have used are avail-

able from most of the organizations listed
in section 18.0 on Agencies and Additional
Resources.

There are many forms of homeownership—
through holding a share in a housing
cooperative, buying your unit as a con-
dominium, or purchasing a single-family
house. Regardless of the path to becoming
a homeowner, a home is one of the largest
financial investments most people will ever
make. You should carefully assess your
finances and thoroughly understand the
risks and benefits of homeownership before
embarking on this path.

There are many programs that offer
financial education, counseling and as-
sistance to potential homebuyers in the Dis-
trict. The D.C. Housing Finance Agency (HFA)
operates the Home Resource Center, which
distributes free information on homeowner-
ship and offers mortgage pre-qualification



consultations. HFA also offers several free
homebuyers workshops each week. For more
information on resources and programs
offered through HFA, contact the HFA main
information number at (202) 777-1600.

In addition to financial counseling, HFA
also administers the D.C. Bond Program.
This program provides mortgage loans to
first-time homebuyers at below market rates.
Potential homebuyers can apply for these
loans through several participating area
lenders. For more information on the D.C.
Bond Program, contact HFA's Home Resource
Center at (202) 777-HOME (4663).

The Department of Housing and Com-
munity Development (DCHD) administers
interest-free and low-interest loans to assist
in financing home purchases for District resi-
dents. Contact DHCD at (202) 442-7200 or
www.dhcd.dc.gov for more information and
applications for the following homebuyer
financial assistance programs:

e Home Purchase Assistance Program
(HPAP): The Home Purchase Assistance
program provides interest-free and
low-interest loans to assist in the
purchase of single-family homes, con-
dominiums, or cooperative apartments.
D.C. residents who meet certain income
qualifications are eligible for loans to
meet down payment and closing cost
requirements.

e D.C. Employer Assisted Housing
Program (EAHP): The D.C. Employer
Assisted Housing program provides
grants and deferred payment loans of
up to $11,500 to employees of the Dis-
trict of Columbia government who are
first-time homebuyers in the District.

e D.C. Metropolitan Police Housing As-
sistance Program: The D.C. Metropoli-
tan Police Housing Assistance program
provides up to $10,000 in deferred
payment loans for down payment and
closing cost assistance to first-time
homebuyers who are also members of
the Metropolitan Police Department.
The program also provides income and
property tax credits.

e Homestead Housing Preservation
Program: The Homestead Housing
Preservation program enables first-time
homebuyers to purchase tax delinquent
and foreclosure properties for as little
as $250 per unit. In exchange, the
homebuyer must complete a hom-
eownership training course, rehabilitate
the property, reside in the property for
a minimum of five years, and return it
to the real property tax rolls. Low and

moderate-income participants receive
a $10,000 deferred mortgage to assist
with financing.

Single Family Residential Rehabilitation
Program: The Single Family Residen-
tial Rehabilitation Program provides
low-interest loans to rehabilitate single
family, owner-occupied residential
housing that is located in a Community
Development Area or Enterprise Com-
munity. Loan amounts are determined
by the financial circumstances of the
borrower and the amount of rehabilita-
tion required to correct code deficien-
cies in the property.

First Right Purchase Assistance Pro-
gram: The First Right Purchase program
provides short-term and permanent
financing loans to qualifying tenant
groups to exercise their rights under
the District's Tenant Opportunity to
Purchase law. These loans may be con-
verted to or used to provide permanent
financing, and can be used for earnest
money deposits, actual purchase of
property, initial operating costs, or for
“soft costs” such as legal, architec-
tural, engineering, and other technical
services related to the purchase and
rehabilitation of a property.



18.0 Agencies and Additional Resources

A. District Government Regulatory Agencies

Condominium and Cooperative Conversion (202) 442-4477
and Sales Office 8:30a.m. — 4:30p.m.
Corporations Division, Department of Consumer ~ www.dcra.dc.gov (202) 442-4400
and Regulatory Affairs 8:30a.m.-3:30p.m.
D.C. Housing Authority www.dchousing.org (202) 535-1000

Hours: Monday — Friday, 8:15a.m. — 4:45p.m.

D.C. Housing Finance Agency www.dchfa.org (202) 777-1600 (General information)
(202) 777-HOME (Questions on homeownership)
(202) 777-1644 (Homeownership workshops)
D.C. Office of Human Rights www.ohr.dc.gov (202) 727-4559

Fair Housing Division

Home Purchase Assistance Program, Department ~ www.dhcd.dc.gov (202) 442-7200
of Housing & Community Development (DHCD)

Housing Management Administration (202) 535-1044
Office of Administrative Hearings (202) 442-9091
Office of the Tenant Advocate (202) 442-8676
Office of Tax Revenue—Real Property Division www.cfo.dc.gov (202) 727-4829
Hours: 8:15 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Office of Zoning www.dcoz.dc.gov (202) 727-6311

Hours: 8:30a.m.-5p.m.

Rental Accommodations and Conversion Division (202) 442-4477
(RACD), Department of Consumer and Regulatory
Affairs—Housing Customer Service Center

B. Inspectors

D.C. Department of Health, Environmental Health  www.doh.dc.gov (202) 535-1934

Administration Lead Based Paint Management D.C. Lead Hotline: (202) 535-2637

Fire Prevention Division www.fems.dc.gov (202) 727-1614 Hours: 8:15a.m.-4:45p.m.
Housing Inspection Section (Neighborhood www.dcra.dc.gov/services/inspec-  (202) 442-4400

Stabilization Program of the Housing Regulatory  tions/index.shtm Calls accepted, 8:30a.m.-4:30p.m.
Agency at DCRA)

U.S. Post Office (Inspection Branch) (202) 636-1330

Hours: 8:15a.m.-4:45p.m.
To report mail fraud, call 1-800-372-8347.
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941 North Capitol Street, NE, Room 7100
Walk-ins 8:30a.m.-3:30p.m

941 North Capitol Street, NE, Room 9500
8:30a.m.-3:30p.m.

1133 North Capitol Street, NE, 1st Floor
Walk-ins: Tuesday or Thursday, 8:30a.m. —
3:30p.m

815 Florida Avenue, NW
Hours: 9a.m.-5p.m.

441 4th Street, NW, Suite 570 North
Hours: 8:30a.m.-5:00p.m.

801 North Capitol Street, NE, Suite 6000
Hours: 8:15a.m.-4:45p.m.

1133 North Capitol Street, NE, Suite 150
Hours: 9a.m.-5p.m.

825 North Capitol Street, NE, Suite 4150
Hours: 9a.m.-5p.m.

Hours: 9a.m.-5p.m.

941 North Capitol Street, NE, Room 110
Hours: 8:15 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

441 4th Street, NW, Suite 210 South
Hours: 8:30a.m.-5p.m.

941 North Capitol Street, NE, Suite 7100
Walk-ins, 8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.

51 N Street, NE, 3rd Floor

441 4th Street, NW Hours: 8:15a.m.-4:45p.m.

941 North Capitol Street, NE, Room 7100
Walk-ins, 8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m

900 Brentwood Road, NE, Room 2175
Hours: 8:15a.m.-4:45p.m.

P.0. Box 96096-6096

Washington, D.C. 20066-6096

Administers the law that requires owners of residential properties to give tenants the first
right of purchase when an owner decides to sell. Oversees the establishment of all coopera-
tives and condominiums in the District.

Incorporate your tenant organization. If the current owner of your building is a corporation,
you can obtain corporation information including the names and addresses of corporate
officers.

Obtain general help and information related to public and subsidized housing.

Free credit and budget counseling and workshops to potential homebuyers in the District.
Administers the D.C. Bond Program, which offers low-interest mortgage loans for first-time
homebuyers in the District.

File a complaint against a landlord for housing discrimination or complain about discrimi-
nation on the basis of race, religion, nationality, age, sex, marital status, source of income,
presence of children, etc. The booklet entitled “Human Rights Act of 1977" is available in
this office.

Provides second mortgages to single family home purchasers and administers the HOME-
STEAD program. DHCD has other programs for rehabilitation of single family homes.

Obtain maintenance help for public housing projects.
Adjudicates hearings regarding tenant petitions.

Information and resources for tenants, including assistance in forming a tenant organiza-
tion.

Obtain the assessed value of a building.

Find out how a property is zoned or if an owner has a certification of eligibility permitting
condominium conversions. You can also protest a certification of eligibility.

File tenant petitions related to improper rent increases, housing code violations, decreases
in services, retaliatory actions, illegal evictions, security deposit problems, etc. Examine land-
lord registration forms, occupancy and license permit numbers, owners (and other buildings
they own), services, rents and sizes of all apartments, operating expenses and profit, etc.
Examine and oppose landlord hardship, substantial rehabilitation, or petitions related to
capital improvement.

Request lead-based paint inspections.

Request fire safety inspections for common areas of multiple occupancy buildings. For
inspections of individual units, call (202) 673-3331.

Contact the Housing Inspection Section to request housing inspections and to obtain a copy
of Housing Regulations and Housing Code.

Report stolen mail, insecure boxes, and mail crimes to this office. To report mail fraud, call
1-800-372-8347.



Agencies and Additional Resources CONT.

C. Evictions

Clerk, Landlord & Tenant Court www.dccourts.gov/dccourts/superior/ (202) 879-1152 (recording) (202) 879-4879;
civil/landlord_tenant.jsp

Eviction Section, Rental Accommodations and (202) 442-447
Conversion Division (RACD)
U.S. Marshal’s Service, D.C. Superior Court www.dcra.dc.gov (202) 616-8631

Hours: 9a.m.-4:30p.m.

D. Emergency Shelters

www.dchousing.org (202) 724-3932 or (202) 863-1370
D.C. Government Family Resource Center Shelter Hotline, (202) 399-7093
Dwelling Place Shelter for the Abused Elderly (202) 583.7602
Jubilee Housing www.jubileehousing.org (202) 299-1240

E. Free Legal Services for Individual Tenants

For free legal help to low-income tenants; the eligibility criteria follow each address. Please NOTE that the eligibility criteria for each of these orga-
nizations is subject to change. Contact each group directly for the most recent requirements and information.

American University Washington College of Law, http://www.wcl.american.edu/clinical/l  (202) 274-4147
Community and Economic Development Law Clinic ~ community.cfm Hours: 9a.m.-5p.m.
Archdiocesan Legal Network http://www.catholiccharitiesdc.org/ (202) 772-4324
center/spec_services/arch_legal.html Hours: 9a.m.-5p.m.
Ayuda/Latino Project www.ayudainc.org (202) 387-48438;
(Spanish Speaking)
Bread for the City www.breadforthecity.org (202) 265-2400 Northwest
(202) 561-8587 Southeast
D.C. Bar Pro Bono Program (202) 626-3499
Legal Information Help Line 24 hours a day, seven days a week
D.C. Law Students in Court (202) 638-4798 Hours: 10 a.m.-2p.m.
D.C. School of Law (202) 274-5120 Hours: 9a.m.-5:30p.m.
Community Development Clinic and
Housing Clinic
Landlord Tenant Resource Center (202) 508-1710
Legal Counsel For The Elderly www.aarp.org/states/dc/dc-Ice/ (202) 434-2120 or (202) 434-2170

Hours: Legal hotline 9:30a.m.-5:30p.m.
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Court Building B, 510 4th Street, NW

Room 110

Hours: M-F, 8:30a.m.-5p.m.; Saturdays, 9a.m.-12-
p.m. (for emergency and individual filings). Call for
message on appropriate hours.

941 North Capitol Street, Suite 7100
Hours: 8:30a.m.-3:30p.m.

500 Indiana Avenue, NW, Room C-250
Hours: 9a.m.-4:30p.m.

Find out if a summons for possession (eviction) has been issued or if a judgment has
been made against a tenant.

Check if a notice to vacate is legal and get a non-compliance letter sent to a landlord
for illegal notice

Inquire whether a tenant has been scheduled for an eviction (must come in person).

25 M Street, SW, for families only

Madison Emergency Shelter, 651 10th street, NE,
(202) 547-2600, for women, no children;

CCNV, 425 2nd Street, NW, (202) 393-1909,

for single adults; Hours: Varied- Inquire within.

2812 Pennsylvania Avenue, SE

2482 Ontario Road, NW
Hours: Monday-Friday, 9a.m.-5p.m.

4801 Massachusetts Avenue, NW
Hours: 9a.m.-5p.m.

924 G Street, NW
Hours: 9a.m.-5p.m.

1707 Kalorama Road, NW
Hours: Immigration assistance Mondays
and Thursdays 9a.m.-11a.m.

1525 Seventh Street, NW
1640 Good Hope Road, SE

806 7th Street, NW, Suite 300
Hours: 10 a.m.-2p.m.

4200 Connecticut Avenue, NW
Building 38, 2nd Floor
Hours: 9a.m.-5:30p.m.

510 4th Street, NW
Court Building B, Room 115
Hours: 9:15a.m.-12p.m.

601 E Street, NW, Building A, 4th Floor

Obtain temporary housing for evicted low income families and individuals.

Transitional shelter that offers a safe haven and assistance to those 60 years of age or
older who face eviction or who have been evicted and do not have the resources for
finding adequate housing.

A faith-based nonprofit that provides affordable housing and supportive services to
low-income families in Adams Morgan and surrounding neighborhoods.

Provides assistance to tenant groups and neighborhood community development
organizations.

Provides pro bono legal assistance to low income individuals and families.

Provides assistance related to immigration and domestic violence. No landlord/tenant
services are available. Consultation fee is $15.

Provide legal counsel in landlord tenant disputes.

The legal information help line is an automated system of recorded messages giving
basic information in both English and Spanish on more than 30 legal topics, finding an
attorney, and the availability of free legal services in the District of Columbia.

Inquire about the income criteria for these services.

Provides assistance to tenant organizations and individual tenants. The D.C. School of
Law may or may not use Section 8 guidelines. Income for 1 person must be less than
$119.71/week, for 2 people less than $161/week and for 3 people less than $203/
week.

Volunteer attorneys provide free legal information to both unrepresented landlords
and tenants who have residential housing disputes in the District of Columbia.

Generally for tenants 60 years of age or older; however handles disability cases for
tenants 55 years of age or older. Services include social work services and referrals to
voluntary bill-payers. 2007 income criteria is $1702.00 per month for an individual,
and $580.00 for each additional household member, but exceptions may be made for
individuals slightly over the income line.
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Agencies and Additional Resources CONT.

E. Free Legal Services for Individual Tenants CONT.

For free legal help to low-income tenants; the eligibility criteria follow each address. Please NOTE that the eligibility criteria for each of
these organizations is subject to change. Contact each group directly for the most recent requirements and information.

Legal Aid Society www.legalaiddc.org (202) 628-1161 (intakes)

Neighborhood Legal Services www.nlsp.org (202) 682-2700; 701 4th Street, NW
www.lawhelp.org/dc (202) 678-2000; 3101 MLK Jr. Ave, SE 3rd Fl.

Small Claims Resource Center (202) 879-1700

Washington Lawyer's Committee (202) 319-1000

for Civil Rights and Urban Affairs (202) 319-1011, ext. 222 (Spanish Only)

Washington Legal Clinic For The Homeless wwuw.legalclinic.org 202) 328-5500

F. Legal Services For Tenant Organizations

D.C. Bar Pro Bono Program www.dcbar.org/for_the_public/programs_  (202) 737-4700, ext. 369
Community Economic Development Project and_services/ced_project/index.cfm
D.C. Tenants Advocacy Coalition (TENAC) www.tenac.org (202) 628-3688; tenacdc@yahoo.com
Eisen & Rome (202) 659-2822
The Harrison Institute for Public Law http://www.law.georgetown.edu/clinics/hi/  (202) 662-9600
housing.html

G. Legal Services For Individuals and Groups Who Do Not Qualify For Free Legal Help

Referrals to compensated attorneys are available from the following organizations.
D.C. Bar Lawyer Helpline Service www.lawhelp.org/dc (202) 626-3499

D.C. Bar Association www.dcbar.org (202) 737-4700

H. Forming a Tenant Organization

The following groups can help tenant form a tenant organization

CARECEN www.carecendc.org (202) 328-9799

Gray Panthers of Metro Washington www.graypanthers.org (202) 737-6637

Housing Counseling Services http://www.housingetc.org/ (202) 667-7006 or (202) 667-7007
Latino Economic Development Corporation, www.ledcdc.org (202) 588-5102

Inc.

One D.C. www.onedconline.org (202) 232-2915

University Legal Services (202) 547-4747

Washington Inner City Self Help www.wishdc.org (202) 332-8800

Manna, Inc. www.mannadc.org (202) 832-1845

Mi Casa, Inc. WWw.micasa-inc.org (202) 722-7423
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66 11th Street, NW, Room 800
Hours: Mondays, 9a.m.-7p.m.; Tuesdays
9a.m.-3p.m.; Thursdays 9a.m.-3p.m.

Hours: 9a.m.-5:30p.m.

510 4th Street, NW, Court Building B,
Room 102
Hours: 9:15a.m.-noon

11 Dupont Circle, NW Suite 400

1200 U Street, NW
No walk-ins; call for intake site hours

1250 H Street NW, Sixth Floor

One Thomas Circle NW, Suite 850

111 F Street, NW, Room 102
Hours: 9a.m.-5p.m.

1459 Columbia Road, NW

1612 K Street, NW, Suite 300

2410 17th Street, N.W.
Washington DC 20009
Hours: 9a.m.-5p.m.

2316 18th Street, NW
Hours: 9a.m.-5:30p.m.

614 S Street, NW, Rear Carriage House

220 | Street, NE, 2nd Floor

1419V Street, NW
828 Evarts Street, NE

6230 3rd Street, NW, Suite 2

Income must be under $19,140 for individuals plus $6,800 per dependent. Handles landlord-ten-
ant, family law, and public benefit cases.

Provides a full range of civil legal services. Call for income eligibility.

Volunteer attorneys provide free legal information to unrepresented plaintiffs and defendants who
have disputes in the Small Claims Branch of the D.C. Superior Court.

Represents individual tenants in actions under the Fair Housing Act and DC Human Rights Act.

Inquire about the income criteria for these services, which are generally for homeless or those at
risk of becoming homeless.

Helps tenants associations obtain pro bono counsel to assist them in efforts to purchase buildings.

Prepares legislative proposals on behalf of tenants and provides legal information for individual
tenants and tenant organizations. Hotline answers landlord/tenant, rent control, and evictions
questions. Also assists in forming tenant organizations.

Provides legal services for a fee.
Provides representation for tenant organizations engaged in tenant purchases, cooperative and

condominium associations, and community organizations. The Institute is a nonprofit service of
Georgetown University Law Center and charges fees only to cover its costs.

Reduced fee legal services may be available.

Offers technical assistance and education to Latino renters to form or strengthen tenant organiza-
tions and to solve their own housing problems. Bilingual assistance.

Demonstrates against laws that are unpopular with the community. They must be contacted about
the specific law and are active on many issues along with housing issues.

Provides counseling and education programs on tenant rights, rental housing searches, and home-
buying.

Assists tenants in addressing building conditions, tenant purchase, conversion to cooperative, and
organization.

Assists tenants in organizing, tenant purchase, and cooperative conversion.

Assists tenants and tenant organizations in buildings that are being sold.

Assists tenants in organizing.
Provides organizing and development assistance to low-income tenants.

Provides organizing and development assistance to low-income tenants, especially Spanish-speak-
ing communities.
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Agencies and Additional Resources CONT.
|. Affordable Housing Developers

Community Preservation and www.cpdc.org (202) 895-8900
Development Corporation

Development Corporation of Columbia Heights www.dcch.org (202) 483-4986
East of the River CDC www.ercdc.org (202) 561-4974
The Jair Lynch Companies www.jairlynch.com (202) 462-1092
Latino Economic Development Corporation, Inc. www.ledcdc.org (202) 588-5102

Hours: 9a.m.-5:30p.m.

Manna, Inc. www.mannadc.org (202) 832-1845
Mi Casa, Inc. Www.micasa-inc.org (202) 722-7423
The National Housing Trust/Enterprise Preservation (202) 333-8931
Corporation

New Columbia Community Land Trust www.cdsc.org/ncclt/home.html  (202) 986-9225
Victory Housing www.victoryhousing.org (301) 493-6000
Wheeler Creek Estates, CDC www.wheelercc.org (202) 574-1508

J. Miscellaneous

D.C. Energy Office www.dceo.dc.gov (202) 673-6700
Energy Hotline: (202) 673-6750
D.C. Public Service Commission www.dcpsc.org (202) 626-5100
The Equal Rights Center www.equalrightscenter.org (202) 234-3062
Housing Counseling Services (202) 667-1939
Legislative Services www.dccouncil.washington.dc.us  (202) 724-8050
My Sister's Place (202) 529-5991
Robert Pierre Johnson Housing Development www.rpjhousing.org (703) 528-5606
Corporation
Section 8 Rental Assistance (202) 535-1433
Small Claims Court http://www.dccourts.gov/dc- (202) 879-1120
courts/superior/civil/small_claims.
sp
SOME (So Others Might Eat) WWW.SOme.org (202) 797-8806
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5513 Connecticut Avenue NW, Suite 250

3419 14th Street NW

3029 Martin Luther King, Jr. Avenue, SE, 3rd
Floor

1508 U Street, NW

2316 18th Street, NW
Hours: 9a.m.-5:30p.m.

828 Evarts Street, NE
6230 3rd Street, NW, Suite 2

1101 30th St. NW, Suite 400

1419V Street, NW

5430 Grosvenor Lane, Suite 210
Bethesda, MD 20814

1130 Varney Street, SE

2000 14th Street NW, Suite 300E
Hours: 8:30a.m.-4:30p.m.

1333 H Street, NW, Suite 200
Hours: 9am-5:30p.m.

11 Dupont Circle, NW, Suite 400
Hours: 9a.m.-5p.m.

2410 17th Street, NW, Adams Alley
Hours: Monday-Friday 9a.m.-5p.m.,
Wednesday 9a.m.-8p.m.

John A. Wilson Building, 1350 Pennsylvania
Avenue, NW,
Hours: 9a.m.-5:30p.m.

P.0. Box 29596, NE, Washington, D.C. 20017
Hours: 24 Hours, call before coming.

2666 Military Road, Arlington, VA 22207
Hours: 9a.m. - 5p.m.

1133 North Capitol Street, NE, Room 100
Hours: 8:15a.m.-4:45p.m.

510 4th Street NW, Room 120

Hours: Monday through Friday 8:30am - 4pm;
Wednesday night 6:30pm - 8pm; Saturday
morning 9a.m.-12p.m

71 O Street, NW

Hours: 8a.m.-4p.m.

Develops affordable housing.

Preserves and develops affordable housing in Columbia Heights.

Develops affordable housing.

Develops affordable housing.

Provides organizing and development assistance to low-income tenants, especially in
Spanish-speaking communities.

Provides organizing and development assistance to low-income tenants.

Provides organizing and development assistance to low-income tenants, especially
Spanish-speaking communities.

Helps tenants preserve the affordability of buildings with rents that are subsidized through
federal programs like project-based Section 8, Section 236, and Section 221(d)(3)

Provides organizing and development assistance to low-income tenants.
Provides affordable housing and related social services to low and moderate-income
senior citizens, families with children, and other with special needs.

Provides affordable housing in Washington Highlands and surrounding neighborhoods.

Provides a variety of assistance programs to help reduce utility bills and costs for low
income and elderly individuals.

Handles complaints about utility problems such as high bills, service cut offs, or bad
service.

Provides aid in making claims of housing discrimination.

Provides counseling, training, and advocacy for tenants, home owners, and homebuyers.
(Spanish is spoken).

To order copies of laws concerning rent control, condominium conversions, security depos-
its, etc.

Provides assistance and shelter for battered women and their children.

Assists low income, first time homeowners with down payments. This organization also
operates a transitional home and helps to rehabilitate homes. No emergency services for
tenants are provided.

Obtain rental assistance for low income persons.

Individuals can sue any D.C. business for amounts in controversy up to $5,000.

Provides food programs, clothing and shower rooms, health services, addictions recovery,
job training, transitional housing, and long-term housing. In addition, SOME provides
services to the elderly and the mentally ill.



