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17 (alleging techniques used on Al Qosi and others as including sexual taunting,
isolation in frigid temperatures, threats of transfer to countries known to use
torture, and being strapped to the floor wrapped in an Israeli flag — all of which
“contributed to a pervasive atmosphere of fear, intimidation and humiliation™).
They also indicate that detainees may witness the abuse of their fellow detainees,
compounding their fear. See Rose, supra, at 72 (Briton freed from Guantanamo
reported having witnessed multiple beatings by guards: “I have seen people beat up
— the swollen faces, the limping back or being dragged back. I’ve seen the effects
of it.”) Most important, they add to the urgency of resolving the status of
Guantanamo detainees such as Mr. Hamdan.

While the removal of Mr. Hamdan from nearly a year in solitary confinement is
a critical step, Mr. Hamdan is aware that Appellants retain the power to return him
to those conditions of detention at any time. In the meantime, the uncertainty
surrounding his fate — including a potential sentence of death if convicted before
military commissions, and a lifetime of detention even if not — contributes to the
deleterious effects of his confinement. There can be no question that the legality of
military commissions, sooner or later, will be resolved by the U.S. federal courts.
The sooner Mr. Hamdan’s case may be resolved, whatever its outcome, the better

the chance of mitigating these effects.

25



CONCLUSION
For the foregoing reasons, Amici urge this Court to reject Appellants’
request that it stay proceedings in Mr. Hamdan’s case pending the completion of

military commission trials at Guantanamo Bay.
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