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Septernber 18, 2000

The Honoralile Zell Xiller
United States Senate

Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-1106

Dcar Scnator hWiller:

{m behalf of the nation’s povemors, statle legislators, mayoss, county conumssioners aud cily and town councll
menibers and officials, wo are wrilting Lo cxpress our strong opposition to 3. 1028, the “Citizens Access to Justce
Actof 1999 ™ This bill is substantinlly the same us 8. 2271, which we also opposed in 4 July 13, 1998 letter to you.
We believe the bill fundamentally interferes w»ith and preempts Taditional state and locat zomang and land use
aulhority, imposes unfunded federal inandates on states and localitics, and evidences an untounded distiust of om
statc courts.

State and local clected officials are not only as deeply conmitted to protocting private property rights as are
members of Congress, but alsa are directly accountable to our citizens. We have in place statutes and fand use
processes to balance private property Tights and the protection of the public's interests in safety, public health, and
environmental protection, Tf passed, §. 1028 would endermine those laws by permitting developers to take their
grievances dircetly to the federul courts cireumventing local admustrative and state court remedics.

S 1028 puts the federal couts in the position of having to 1mle prematurcly on malters of purely focal concern.
Beeause slale and local procedures are sidestepped under the bill, a faderal judge would have to decide controversial
local issues witk only an incomplote factual record as a basis. States and commiunilies will be depnved of & full and
fah oppormty to resolve land use and public safery disputes in a numner consistent with recent U5, Supreme
Court decisions,

In addition, muny semall cammpbes sy do not have the resources to litigate takings cazes i distanl and olten
cxpengive faderal courls. Lor them, the bill is a significant unfimded federal mandate. Lastly, the ball cncourages
developers to “foram shop” betweon stave and federal couits, thereby putting slates and localilies at a distmct
disadvantage.



IL1s unthmkable that our founding fathers intended for faderal courts 1o be the fiwst resort in resolving cottenumity
dhspules between private parties and their clected officials. W urge you to oppose 5, 1028,

Bmncerely,

Ciovemor Pamis Glendesing
Chairrmar
Mational Governars? Association
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Jane [Hague

Council Member

Kmy Covnly, Waslingion

resident, National Association of Counties
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Governor Paul Pallon
Kentcky
President, Council of Slate Governments
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H, Brenl ey
Mayor, Buise, Idabo
President, US. Conference of Mayors
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Secnator Jim Costa
Calithrniia
President, National Conlerence of Stale Legislutures
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Bob Enighd
Mayor, Wichira, Kansas
Mational Leagne of Cities

Representative Lom Ryder
Tltnois
Chatrman, Coungil of Stale Governments
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Mark Walson
President
Internatienal City/County Management Association



