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Jupe 13, 2000

The Hoporable Mike DeWine
Umnited States Senate

Senate Office Building
Washingtgn, D.C, 20510

Dear Senater TTewme:

On behalf of Ohio’s 1309 townships, ] urgs your opposition to ihe takings legislation,
3. 1023.

It is our nnderstanding that the Senate Judiciary Committes, of which vou are a member, is
threatening to mack-up the bill without any hearings. At the very least, the Ohio Township
Association requests that a hearing be held on 8. 1028 before moving to mark-up. I know
you have expressed concerns in the past with similar jegislation (H.R. 1534 from the last
Congress) and I thank you for your continued inteyest and concern with the takmgs 1580 28
it relates to towmships and local governments.

The Chio Township Associaiion stongly opposes S. 1028 (and similar legislation, H.R.
2372) which threatens the historic righis of local governments to conizol local land vse and
zoning decisions, The Natonal Association of Towns and Townships (NATaT), aleng with
the Nationa! League of Cities and National Association of Counties, also ppposes 8. 1928
and H.R. 2372,

8. 1028 would unnecesssrily increase the role of federal courts in local govemment land
use disputes. Cases would be taken to federal conzt well before local governments and land
owners have had the opporiupity to considar development alternatives that would be
acceptable to both parties. Specifically, 8. 1028 would meke takings :_:laims ripe for
litigation simply if a locality has denied a property owner's application and if an appes! has
been pursued. The result would be more costiy litigation against local govermments, an
increage on the burden of federa! courts and an erosion of the ability of states like Ohtio 10
develop a consistent land uss pelicy. :

Township officials are responsible for protecting the property values of all of their
residents, protecting the environment and providing for the orderly development of their
communpities. 3. 1028 prevents township officials from being sble to provide these
necessary and basic services to their township rasidents—nearly 45% of Ohin’s population.

The QOhio Township Association believes that decisions affecting local communitive are
pest made at the local lovel, S. 1028 directly contradiets this pincpls by allowmg the
federal courts to intervens prematurely in local land use disputes.
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Enclosed, pleass find copies of a petition circulated by our national association at cur 2000
Winter Conference in opposition to takings legislation. These petitions were signed by
over 600 township uflicials attending the conference.

Agnin, I strongly urge you to oppose 5. 1028. Please do not hesitate to coatact me if you
have any questions or if I may be of firther assistance.

Very truly yours,
-

Michas=l H, Cachran

Fxecutive Director
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