O P I C S
1L Pro Bono Service Project

Spring 2012
Instructions
List of Participating Organizations

Below is a list of the organizations seeking 1L students for the Spring semester.  For each organization listed, you will find a brief description of the type of legal services the organization provides and the type of work they need volunteers to do.   Most organizations are looking for a commitment of 4-5 hours a week unless otherwise noted.  Each listing also indicates where the office or clinic is located and which Metro stop(s) or other forms of transportation are most convenient.  

Sign-up Preference Sheet
The sign-up Preference form is now available on the OPICS website.  You should indicate the organizations for which you would like to volunteer.  Please rank your choices first, second, and third and complete the rest of the form then hit the “submit” button at the bottom of the page.  Holly Eaton will review your preferences and contact you by e-mail with your placement.

Pro Bono Pledge

Georgetown challenges all first year law students to pledge 75 hours of pro bono work before graduation.  At least 50 of the hours must be law-related and meet the definition of pro bono. Up to 25 hours can be community service.  Any volunteer work you do for one of the organizations on the attached list would qualify for pro bono credit under the Pledge.  If you would like to participate in the Pro Bono Pledge and wish to count the hours you spend volunteering through the 1L Pro Bono Service Project towards your pledge goal of 75 hours, you should sign-up for the Pro Bono Pledge online on the OPICS website.

NB:  You will be notified of your placement by e-mail.  Placements are made on a rolling basis and are done in an order dictated by the needs of the employers, i.e. employers with upcoming training dates will receive placements before other employers.  If you hear that other students have received their placements and you have not, it does not mean you will not get your preferred placement.

Please review this instruction sheet before contacting Holly Eaton with questions.
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American Friends Service Committee:  Teach human rights to DC public high school students.  In need of 10+ volunteers.  Must participate in training, commitment to teach classes on a regular basis and attend weekly debriefing sessions.  Locations are throughout DC.
Break the Cycle: Break the Cycle (BTC) is an organization that seeks to educate and empower teens to prevent and end dating violence through interactive presentations and exercises aimed at middle and high school students.  In need of 3-4 volunteers needed to work on improving the BTC curriculum, conduct outreach to high schools and youth programs and adapt the BTC curriculum to different student populations.  Students with a background in teaching, interacting with youth, and/or an interest in domestic violence issues are encouraged to apply.  Very flexible time commitment.
Capital Area Immigrants’ Rights (CAIR) Coalition:  Provides advocacy, education, representation and outreach to the immigrant community of the Washington metropolitan area.  In need of 8-10 volunteers to answer CAIR’s Detention Hotline to assist detained immigrants with legal questions and make follow-up phone calls. Training date and time TBA.  English-speakers are needed but volunteers with Spanish(!), French, Mandarin Chinese and/or Arabic language skills are especially welcome.  Farragut North (Red Line)
DC Employment Justice Center’s Workers’ Rights Clinic: Offers free legal advice and referral to low income D.C. area residents with employment problems. In need of volunteers to assist with intake twice a month, Mondays from 3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.  Located in southeast DC, it is not Metro accessible. Only English is needed. Training is scheduled for Friday, January 27th from 11:00 p.m. to 12:30 p.m. The office can be reached by Buses D6 + 92 towards Congress Heights however we have successfully arranged carpools in the past.
DC SAFE Domestic Violence Court Watch Project:  The Domestic Violence Court Watch project is a collaboration between Survivors and Advocates for Empowerment (SAFE), Inc., and the D.C. Volunteer Lawyer’s Project (DCVLP).  In need of unlimited volunteers to monitor civil protection hearings and record their observations.  The information gathered will be compiled and shared with the Court, the Bar, and the community at large about issues impacting the safety of domestic violence survivors.  Flexible hours.  Small time commitment. Courthouse is walking distance of law school.
National Family Court Watch Project:  The National Family Court Watch Project uses volunteer observers to monitor family court proceedings involving custody, visitation, support and property issues with a focus on fairness, child protection and the handling of family violence issues. This opportunity is being offered as a pilot project this semester, so the initial number of volunteers will be limited to 4 – 5. The time commitment is flexible. Volunteers will observe hearings and complete questionnaires with their observations. Courthouse is walking distance of the law school.
Our Place DC:  Provides direct legal services and advocacy to formerly and currently incarcerated women to help with the transition back home from prison.  In need of 2 students to assist Legal Director with cases and accompany on jail visits with incarcerated clients.  Farragut North Metro (Red Line) or McPherson Square Metro (Blue/Orange Line.)

*Whitman-Walker Clinic:  Provides a variety of services, including legal advice, to people with HIV/AIDS and to the local LGBT community.  In need of public benefits volunteers to assist clients applying for public benefits such as Medicare, Social Security and food stamps. In need of 8 volunteers to staff the evening clinics which are held the 4th Tuesday of every month from 6:15 pm to 9:30 pm. Also in need of 2 volunteers with daytime availability to handle applications during regular business hours on an as-needed basis.  Volunteers must make a minimum of one-year commitment, observe current volunteers during two (2) clinics, and attend mandatory training on Tuesday, January 31, from 6:15-9:15 pm and Tuesday, February 7 from 6:15-9:15 pm. Volunteers must be available for these two training dates – no exceptions will be made. U Street/Cardozo Metro (Green line) or Dupont Circle Metro (Red Line) + 10 minute walk.

* Suitable for evening students with Tuesday evenings free or those with limited availability during the week
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * ** 

*Youth Court:  Youth Court presents an alternative approach to juvenile justice in which a juvenile offender has his/her case heard by a jury of his/her peers.  Youth Court holds youth offenders accountable for their actions and teaches them about the effects their actions have on themselves, victims and their communities.
There are currently no volunteers slots open for the East of the River Youth Court (ERYC), however there may be some opportunities to volunteer with the DC Youth Court (on which the ERYC is based) at DC Superior Court. If you are interested in this opportunity, please indicate so on your preference sheet. There are no guarantees that this project will be available this semester, so you should preference other opportunities. You will be notified if and when any volunteer slots become available.

* Suitable for evening students or those with limited availability during the week

How to apply for one of these projects: 

Complete and submit a 1L Pro Bono Service Project Preference Sheet which can be accessed from the OPICS webpage here.
After submitting your preference sheet online, Holly Eaton will review your preferences and contact you by e-mail with your placement. If you have any questions, please review the instruction sheet at the beginning of this document before contacting Holly.  You are welcome to stop by her office in room 214 McDonough (on the hallway before the second floor rest rooms.) or contact her by e-mail, eatonh@law.georgetown.edu.
