Office of Public Interest and Community Service
Finding & Funding a Public Sector Summer Internship
Introduction
Career Exploration 
· What is public interest law? What practice areas and setting are available?
· What do you want to get out of the summer? Consider your short-term and long-term goals
Finding a Summer Position
Identifying Employers 
· Three primary methods to find employers:
1. Job Websites 
· Suggested Job Listings site on the OPICS homepage: Symplicity, University of Arizona Government Honors and Internships Guide, PSLawNet, DOJ, Job Listings by Practice Area
2. Recruiting Programs 

· Public Sector Recruiting Program:  January 30, 2010 at GW’s Marvin Center.  On-site preselected interviews, table talk (resume drop), and resume collect (for employers unable to attend). Info available on Symplicity on December 18.  Resumes and cover letters due on January 6 for pre-select interviews and on January 13 for resume collect. 
· International Internship Program: Info available on Symplicity on January 7, 2010. Resumes are due on January 20.
3. Networking  
· Learn from Alumni:

· World of Choices, Saturday, November 7, 11:30 am, McDonough Second and Third Floor Atriums: Meet with more than 30 practicing attorneys who attended Georgetown Law

· Online alumni database, The Network

· Learn from Students:

· Students Helping Students, Wednesday, November 11, 3:30 pm, McDonough Third Floor Atrium: Learn from upper-division students in an informal setting

· Two more Students Helping Students Panels this semester: International Public Interest Law (11/5) and National Security Law (11/12), McDonough 160

· Symplicity Summer Job Evaluations

Application Materials
· A resume for a public sector position may highlight different strengths/experiences than a general resume: Public sector experience and demonstrated commitment to public interest issues, leadership in student organizations and extracurricular activities, community service and pro bono involvement, academic background, relevant coursework, senior thesis, travel abroad, language skills
· A typical application consists of a cover letter and resume; some employers ask for writing samples, transcripts, and lists of references. Prepare a cover letter that demonstrates your interest in the job and ties your skills and experiences to the organization’s goals. See the Applications Materials link on the OPICS website.

· Interview “types” vary; phone interviews are common.  See the Applications Materials link.
Funding Sources
· Equal Justice Foundation (EJF) Fellowships
· See the OPICS Financial Assistance webpage for a comprehensive list of funding programs, including additional funding earmarked for Georgetown students and outside sources of money
