

Below is a selection of pro bono opportunities that are currently listed on Symplicity.  For more details about these and other available internships, including to whom and where to send your application materials, please log on to https://law-georgetown-csm.symplicity.com/students/.  If you do not have a password or have forgotten yours, contact the Office of Career Services.

Before applying for any of these positions, you should visit the websites of the organizations you are interested in to learn more about them and the work they do.  Also, some of these organizations may not accept you as a volunteer unless you are getting academic credit.  In the past, some organizations have accepted your participation in the Pro Bono Pledge program to be sufficient “credit” for their purposes, but you should inquire up front.  If you have any questions or would like to pursue a more tailored pro bono placement, please make an appointment with Holly Eaton, the Director of Pro Bono Programs in OPICS.


Consumer

National Consumer Law Center - www.consumerlaw.org  Seeks interns with excellent research and writing skills to assist with research and writing in support of NCLC's legislative and administrative advocacy and consumer law treatises and publications.  Areas include: mortgage lending, foreclosures, credit cards, debt collection, student loans, payday lending, low-income energy assistance, utility affordability programs, banking law, unfair and deceptive acts and practices, as well as other areas.  (Job ID #13058, posted 10/17/2008)

Employment

U.S. Merit Systems Protection Board -   The US Merit System Protection Board through its Administrative Judges and presidentially-appointed Board members hear and decide appeals from Federal employees of personnel actions, such as removals, demotions and suspensions and cases involving improper political activities by government employees, claims of reprisal for whistle blowing and unlawful discrimination.   Seeking interns to assist staff attorneys and the General Counsel with legal research, preparing memoranda, drafting appellate briefs, and writing decisions for the Board as well as monitoring legislation affecting the Board and the federal civil service.  (Job ID #13424, posted 12/9/2008)

U.S. Dept. of Labor, Office of the Solicitor - ww.dol.gov/sol/organizations/divisions/crlm.htm  The Office of Chief Counsel for Industry and Security (OCC), which is part of the Office of General Counsel, U.S. Department of Commerce, provides legal support to the Bureau of Industry and Security (BIS).  BIS is responsible for a broad range of programs relating to international trade and domestic business that affect U.S. national security, nonproliferation, or foreign policy interests.  Interns will do legal research and writing, work on cases, attend intra-agency, interagency, and Capitol Hill meetings and hearings, and complete other projects as assigned by OCC attorneys.  (Job ID #12908, posted 9/30/2008)

Environmental

Chesapeake Bay Foundation (Annapolis, MD) - www.cbf.org  Interns at CBF serve on project teams which encompass not only legal staff, but also scientists, lobbyists, public relations staff, and planners.  (Job ID #12953, posted 10/6/2008)

Family Law

DC Superior Court - www.dccourts.gov/dccourts/superior/index.jsp  DC Superior Court Magistrate Judges Diane Brennenman and Michael McCarthy seek a Spring intern to split his/her time between the two Judges under the supervision of a recent GULC alum who is clerking for both Judges.  Judge Brennenman currently presides over review hearings for committed persons with intellectual and developmental disabilities.  Judge McCarthy presides over arraignment hearings for misdemeanor and traffic-related offenses. The internship would involve legal research and writing, courtroom observation, and review of legal motions.  (Job ID #13517, posted 1/5/2009)

Government

US House of Representatives, Committee on Oversight and Government Reform - http://nationalsecurity.oversight.house.gov  The National Security and Foreign Affairs Subcommittee of the Hourse Oversight Committee has oversight over executive branch agencies with national security and foreign affairs responsibilities. Recent areas have included Pakistan, Afghanistan, missile defense, Iran, non-proliferation and anti-terrorism.  Seeking a highly motivated intern to assist with investigations, hearings, policy and legal research and minor administrative work.  (Job ID #13608, posted 1/13/2009)

U.S. Merit Systems Protection Board -   See Employment above.

Federal Communications Commission - FCC - www.fcc.gov/eb  The FCC Enforcement Bureau, Division of Investigations & Hearings seeks Spring interns. Students will receive their own cases to prosecute under the supervsion of senior staff attorneys in such areas as telecommmunications, media (including indecency investigations), wireless, and satellite cases.  (Job ID #13350, posted 12/2/2008)

U.S. Dept. of Justice, National Security Division -   DOJ National Security Division seeks interns to research legal questions, draft memoranda or other legal and policy analysis, factual research, and assist with presentations and supporting materials.  (Job ID #13346, posted 12/1/2008)

U.S. Dept. of Labor, Office of the Solicitor - www.dol.gov/sol/organizations/divisions/crlm.htm  See Employment above.
Maryland Attorney General's Office (Baltimore, MD ) -   The Maryland Office of the Attorney General serves as legal counsel to the judiciary, the governor, the legislature, and virtually all the State agencies.  The Office also represents the State in litigation before all state and federal courts and has enforcement authority in civil matters such as consumer protection.  Seeking interns to serve in Baltimore and Annapolis to work with Asst. Attorneys General in the all areas handled by the AG's office.  (Job ID #13603, posted 1/13/2009)

Health

National Women's Law Center - www.nwlc.org  National Women's Law Center interns will experience a wide range of legal and policy work, including writing briefs, drafting complaints, writing articles and fact sheets, commenting on proposed federal agency regulations, preparing Congressional testimony, researching legislative history, and attending court, executive branch and Congressional proceedings. This work will be primarily within one subject area (such as gender equity in education, employment, economic security and health), but an intern may work across divisions of the Center.  (Job ID #13563, posted 1/8/2009)

Housing

Stewards of Affordable Housing for the Future (SAHF) - www.sahfnet.org/  SAHF is a membership organization comprised of high capacity nonprofit housing providers dedicated to the preservation of affordable rental housing throughout the country.  Seeking a self-starter and strong writer to assist with the organization's analytical and advocacy work.  (Job ID #13255, posted 11/17/2008)

Human Rights

Indian Law Resource Center - www.indianlaw.org  Through litigation and advocacy, the Indian Law Resource Center provides legal assistance to Native Nations from North and South America in the areas of land, resources, cultural heritage and human rights. Seeking interns to assist in one of six projects: Land Law Project, multicultural development banks, legal case involving Maya Q'eqchi' land rights and mining in Guatemala, strengthening Indigenous Rights in the Inter-American Human Rights System, the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous People, and capacity building with Indigenous leaders.  (Job ID #13574, posted 1/9/2009)

Robert F. Kennedy Memorial Center for Human Rights - www.rfkmemorial.org  The RFK Memorial Center for Human Rights supports the work of RFK award winners seeking to improve the human rights situation in their native countries.  Interns perform a variety of tasks to help with the Advocacy Team, such as conducting factual research and drafting memoranda on the human rights situation in specific countries and on thematic issues (e.g., the human right to health, the right to 
development, etc.); preparing documents for submission to government or U.N. officials; and attending and reporting on briefings, Congressional hearings, symposia and other meetings.  Ability in one of the following languages is helpful, but not required: Arabic, French, Haitian Creole, or Spanish.  (Job ID #13073, posted 10/21/2008)

Indian Law

Indian Law Resource Center - www.indianlaw.org  See Human Rights above.

Judicial

U.S. District Court, District of Columbia -   DC US District Judge Ricardo M. Urbina, is hiring judicial interns to work with a law clerk to drafts bench memoranda and proposed memorandum opinions. Internship applicants must have completed one year of law school.  (Job ID #13858, posted 02/13/2009)

D.C. Superior Court, Family Court -   Interns will have the opportunity to work in the Family Court Division of D.C. Superior Court and gain hands-on familiarity with day-to-day Court activities.  An interest in juvenile and family issues is preferred but not required.  (Job ID #13731, posted 1/27/2009)

DC Superior Court -  Judge Anita Josey-Herring assigned to the Civil Division of the DC Superior Court seeks  two second or third year students with good research and writing skills to serve as interns in her chambers. Each student must be willing to volunteer at least 10 hours per week and start promptly.  (Job ID #13688, posted 1/22/2009)

DC Superior Court  - See Family Law above. 

National Security

US House of Representatives, Committee on Oversight and Government Reform - http://nationalsecurity.oversight.house.gov  See Government above.

U.S. Dept. of Justice, National Security Division -   See Government above.

Religion

The Institute on Religion and Public Policy - http://www.religionandpolicy.org  The Institute on Religion and Public Policy is a non-profit, inter-religious organization dedicated to ensuring freedom of religion as the foundation for security, stability, and democracy by recommending improvements to laws, constitutions, and policies from countries around the world.  Seeking dedicated students with strong research and writing skills and an interest in international law and human rights.  Interns will research and analyze laws and constitutions from around the globe to determine the impact on religious freedom and associated human rights issues.  (Job ID #13717, posted 1/26/2009)

Women

American Civil Liberties Union - ACLU (New York, NY) - www.aclu.org  Although the office is located in New York, the work can be done remotely.  The Women's Rights Project of the ACLU engages in advocacy and litigation on behalf of women and girls in four main areas:  employment, violence against women, criminal and juvenile justice issues and education.   Seeking interns to assist in all areas of litigation including research, factual investigation, drafting memoranda, affidavits, and briefs.  Also, screening potential cases and drafting materials for public education.  (Job ID #13589, posted 1/12/2009)

National Women's Law Center - www.nwlc.org  See Health above.
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The Lane Evans Home Court Fellowship Program





The Washington Legal Clinic for the Homeless (WLCH) is looking for dedicated and qualified Georgetown Law students to serve as Fellows this semester.  Projects will vary and may include:


 


   · Researching legal issues and drafting memos and sample pleadings to address current legal issues.


   · Preparing materials for a policy briefing of local officials, using lessons from the past 20 years.


   · Assisting attorneys with intake at various local shelters.


   · Helping community members prepare testimony for City Council policy & budget hearings.


   · Developing presentations to give at local clinics and shelters to inform the homeless of their rights.





Commitment and Important Dates





    · Fellows are expected to work 5 hours per week onsite at WLCH’s offices (12th & U Streets).


    · Fellows will begin working the week of March 16th and will complete the Fellowship by April 18th, 2009.


    · Fellows will give an informal midterm presentation about their projects to an audience of WLCH staff and other Fellows during the first week of April.


    · Fellows are also expected to assist in organizing this year’s Home Court charity basketball game (tentatively scheduled for the evening of April 2nd or 16th). This involves attending periodic Home Court planning meetings on campus, and participating in tabling, recruiting, or publicity for the event. 





Time spent on legal work for WLCH count as pro bono service hours and time spent organizing and assisting with the Home Court basketball game count as community service hours under the Pro Bono Pledge.





Send questions and applications (available on the OPICS website) and a resume to Brendan Ruddy at bpr7@law.georgetown.edu by 7:00 p.m. Friday, February 27th.  Applications can also be obtained in paper form in the OPICS office and on the Pro Bono & Community Service bulletin board on the first floor. Completed paper applications can be submitted to the OPICS office.   Interviews will be conducted on March 2nd & 3rd and those selected to be Fellows will be notified by March 12th.








