Georgetown Law

Semester Abroad Application:  Hebrew University Addendum

Students applying to the semester abroad program at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem should be aware that Israel, the West Bank, and Gaza are currently under a Department of State Travel Warning.  Georgetown University’s does not affirmatively encourage travel that contravenes Department of State Travel Warnings (complete policy is provided below).  

We understand that many Georgetown Law students have experience traveling to areas where there are increased security risks and appreciate that students pursuing a professional degree possess maturity and good judgment.  However, we wish to impress upon you that study in Israel is entirely voluntary (it is not a required part of your curriculum) and take extra steps to ensure that you are familiar with the risks that go along with such an opportunity.   

Therefore, we have established these procedures for students applying to the semester abroad program with Hebrew University of Jerusalem:

1. Before submitting your application for this program, review the U.S. Department of State Travel Warning for Israel, the West Bank and Gaza at http://travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/tw/tw_922.html and the Country Specific Information located at http://travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/cis/cis_1064.html. 

2. Once you have read the Travel Warning, submit a short statement (about 250 words) that 
* Affirms that you have read the travel warning; 
* Details your understanding of the situation in the country;
* Describes previous experience in the region or other regions where there are similar safety concerns;
* Describes steps you will take to ensure your own personal preparedness and safety, and to comply with the recommendations provided in the Travel Warning;

If selected to participate in this program, you will be required to: 

1. Read and sign a country-specific Assumption of Risk form.  You will also be required to complete the additional pre-departure materials required of all semester abroad students.

2. Read the information about dealing with emergencies abroad at http://www.travel.state.gov/travel/tips/emergencies/emergencies_1212.html. 
3. Register with the Department of State at https://travelregistration.state.gov/ibrs/.
 
4.  Register your trip and personal travel record with International SOS* by going to http://www1.georgetown.edu/svp/rm/services/international/36899.html and clicking “Access International SOS Here.”  Your Net Id and Password are required.

5. Register on the Overseas Advisory Counsel's website at http://www.osac.gov/.  This will allow you to subscribe to daily news and reports, including warden messages provided by the U.S. Consulate.

*All students traveling abroad on Georgetown-sponsored or funded programs have international travel services available to them through International SOS (ISOS).  Services include security evacuation, pre-trip and up-to-date travel reports, among others.  There is no charge to enroll.  Some services do carry fees.  A membership card will be provided to you with your pre-departure materials.  

TRAVEL WARNING POLICY
UPDATED 4/19/2007
BY THE
Executive Committee of the President

Georgetown University does not affirmatively encourage travel that contravenes Department of State Travel Warnings.  Faculty and staff who are contemplating travel for students to a location subject to a current Travel Warning must request and obtain advance permission from the University.  In evaluating such requests, the University will assess whether the proposed trip complies with the applicable Travel Warning.

Students who are planning to study on an independent basis in a location subject to a current Travel Warning must request and obtain advance permission from the University in order to receive academic credit or financial support for such study. In evaluating such requests, the University will assess the academic necessity and appropriateness of the proposed study, the individual's personal preparedness, and give great weight to the content of the relevant travel warning. Undergraduate, medical and law students should submit their requests to the Office of International Programs of their respective campuses. Main Campus graduate students should submit their requests to the Graduate School.  

Undergraduate students interested in studying abroad in a country under a Department of State Travel Warning should visit the OIP Resource Center in Poulton Hall and research potential programs as soon as possible. Students will need to meet with an advisor and request an application for these types of programs in person. 

