Adv. LL.M. Public International Law

September – December 2009

Courses offered:

International Institutional Law (6 ects) 

Public International Law: Capita Selecta (10 ects)

International Criminal Law (5 ects)

International Dispute Settlement (5 ects)
International Institutional Law

International organisations play an increasingly important role in the international community. These organisations face a number of challenging legal and institutional problems in their operation. This course will examine some key issues of the law of international organisations with reference to international judicial decisions. The course will treat topics such as membership, institutional structure, legal personality, powers, decision-making and decisions, privileges and immunities and accountability. Particular attention will be devoted to the law and practice of the United Nations.
Lecturer: Prof. Dr. Niels Blokker

Public International Law (Capita Selecta)
Students who enrol for this course should have basic knowledge of public international law. The purpose of this course is two-fold:  to refresh knowledge of general principles of public international law, and to draw attention to contemporary developments in the field. Lectures will address sources of international law (e.g. ius cogens, customary international law) and problems related to statehood (with special reference to secession and ‘failing’ states). The course will further address foundations of the law of treaties, including reservations to multilateral human rights treaties,  state responsibility (including the articles elaborated by the International Law Commission), diplomatic protection (with a focus on the protection of foreign investment), immunities, the proliferation of international tribunals and their systemic consequences, and the law governing the use of force (including self-defence and collective security after the invasion of Iraq). Reading materials will be provided in advance of lectures in order to enable students to actively participate in class discussion. 
Lecturers:: Prof. Dr. Nico Schrijver; Dr. Larissa v.d. Herik
International Criminal Law 

This course treats the foundations of international criminal law.  It traces the historical evolution (e.g. the Nuremberg and Tokyo precedents), the objectives and the relevant legal sources of international criminal law. It distinguishes classical horizontal approaches (e.g. extradition, mutual legal assistance) from vertical international criminal law (e.g. law of international criminal courts and tribunals). It further studies the substantive crimes (genocide, crimes against humanity, war crimes, aggression) as well as general principles of international criminal law (modes of liability, grounds excluding criminal responsibility) and impediments to investigation and prosecution (e.g. immunities, amnesties), based on contemporary treaty-law and the international practice. The course is designed to develop a critical understanding of law and jurisprudence and will provide room for discussion and first-hand interaction with invited experts.

Lecturer: Dr. Carsten Stahn
International Dispute Settlement

This course examines international dispute settlement with an emphasis on inter-state dispute resolution. The first part of the course will address general themes, such as the concept of “international dispute”, the obligation to resolve disputes peacefully, the matrix of available dispute settlement options and the role and specificity of judicial dispute settlement mechanisms. Further lectures will be devoted to the norms of "international legal procedure" governing international tribunals. The last part of the course will deal with specific judicial institutions and their dispute settlement, including the International Court of Justice (ICJ), the International Tribunal of the Law of the Sea (ITLOS) and the Word Trade Organization (WTO).
Lecturer: Dr. Eric de Brabandere, Prof. Hugh Thirlway 
