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Course Description:

China, as a country with the most fascinating changes in the world, has been endeavouring in developing its legal system and a rule of law with Chinese traits. This course intends to provide information and knowledge of this new and emerging legal system by putting it back into the social background of China. Without understanding the particular social environment, one can hardly understand the creation, operation and development of the legal apparatus. The course will focus on its historical evolution, social context, constitutional system, governmental, legal and judicial structures, and selected topics such as judicial reform, enforcement of law, dispute settlement, labour law, etc. With the view that legal rules and systems are integral parts of the overall social system, it tries to teach not only rules, but also its social context, its operation in practice and its interplay with other social structures. 

Syllabus：
1. Chinese Law from Comparative Perspectives: 

2. Traditional Chinese Legal System;
3. Contemporary Chinese Legal System;

4. Chinese Governmental Structure, Central / Local Relations; 

5. Chinese Legal Structure and Legislative Process;
6. Political Reform and Constitutionalism; 
7. Judicial Structure and Judicial Reform;
8. Enforcement of Law: 
 
9. Economic Reform and Legal Development: 

10. Foreign Investment Law and Legal Certainty:

11. Market Formation and Law:

12. How to Apply Chinese Law, Case Analysis and Dispute Resolution: 


13. System of Letters and Visits:

14. Urban / Rural Distinction, Labour Law and Labour Dispute:

15. Legal Education, Profession and Service

16. Chinese Culture and Its Impacts on Law, Overview of Chinese Law

17. Exam
Course Objectives

This course introduces students to basic ideas and structure of Chinese legal system and its relations with the society at large, for the purposes of enabling students to understand the legal rules, structures and systems in a fascinating social context, and to have the capacity of conducting independent research in such a society as lawyers and other professionals in their future career.

The course will cover the major areas of society, such as social transformation, economic development, political reform and cultural changes and their relations with respective legal systems and operations. The rules and systems may change, the interplay between the society and law will be the basic fabrics for the future development. The students should be able to have such a deeper understanding of these basics.  
Assessment

Students will be expected to participate in class discussions and prepare and present papers of comparatively high quality.

Materials:
Reading materials include selected journal articles and book chapters. 
