
ENGLISH TAUGHT COURSES 

AUTUMN SEMESTER, 2009 – 2010

INTRODUCTION TO THE LAW OF ISRAEL 

Dr. Esther Cohen
2 credits

This is course is designed for law students who are not acquainted with the law of Israel.  It will consider the concept of law and a legal system, the major families of legal systems, the history and principal sources of Israel’s modern legal system, the principal institutions of Israel’s legal system.  It will also look at the protection of civil rights in Israel and the role of the Supreme Court in Israel’s legal system.  Further consideration will be given to the continuing influence of foreign law on Israel’s legal system, some special features of Israel’s Private law, and a brief look at some of modern Israel’s most controversial legal issues.

MORAL PHILOSOPHY

Professor Anthony Duff

1 credit

LEGAL PHILOSOPHY
Professor Alon Harel
2 Credits

This course is an introduction to some basic issues in the philosophy of law. In the first, historical part of the course, we will review the traditional schools of thought concerning the origin and justification of legal systems and the normative force attributed to legal norms. The second part of the course will explore special problems in jurisprudence, such as the legitimacy of judicial review, privatization of the criminal law system, the justification for emergency measures such as torture etc.  
THE INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL COURT

Professor Klaus Holland Hoffman
1 credit

The Theory and Practice of Copyright Law:  Comparative Aspects
Dr. Guy Pesach

2 credits 
 

This course will provide a comparative analysis of different copyright theories and domestic copyright regimes. The course begins with a critical examination of different theoretical justifications for copyright law. The second part of the course draws on this background to provide a comparative analysis of central doctrines and principles in copyright law, including originality thresholds for copyright protection; exemptions from and limitations of copyright protection; authors’ moral rights; third-party liability for copyright infringements; and constitutional dimensions of copyright law.  
 

SELECTED ISSUES IN ISRAELI AND U.S. CORPORATE LAW

Professor Ed Rock

1 credit

THE ROLE OF INTERNATIONAL LAW IN FORMULATING 

FOREIGN POLICY * 

Dr Robbie Sabel 

3 credits

The course is intended to provide students with the background to the role that international law plays in both formulating foreign policy and in the operation of international organizations. 

Topics covered by the course: 

· The affinity between international relations and international law.   

· The nature of international law, definitions, historical development and theories. Sources of international law, custom and treaties.

· States, borders, territory, recognition. Akehurst pp. 75-78.

· International Organizations, UN, UN Security Council, UN Peace Keeping

· The individual, nationality, extradition, criminal responsibility, international criminal tribunals. 

· State responsibility.

· Human Rights. 

· Settlement of Disputes: Negotiations, good offices, mediation, inquiry, conciliation, arbitration, ICJ

· Laws of war, military occupation, POW’s. 

· Law of the Sea. 

· Laws of international rivers. 1997 New York UN Convention on the Law of the Non-Navigational Uses of International Watercourses.

· International immunities. 

· The role of international law in the Middle East peace process. 

CRITICAL READINGS IN THE CLASSIC LITERATURE OF THE TALMUD *

Dr. Pesach Schindler 

3 Credits
This course, designed for upper level undergraduate students, will serve as an essential entry to the historic, philosophical and legal world of early classic Rabbinic tradition. This prodigious endeavor which began as oral discourse to probe sacred Biblical texts, expanded into a massive edited literature of Mishna and Talmud. It spanned the period of five-six centuries, and with critical editing even beyond, simultaneously in the learned academies of Eretz Yisrael and Babylonia.
The emphasis will be on understanding these texts as they addressed the turbulent issues emerging from the destruction of the Second Temple and the attempts to reconstruct viable Jewish life in Eretz Yisrael under foreign rule and the Diaspora.
Wherever possible, the impact of this period upon subsequent Jewish tradition and thought will be examined.

This text study course will be limited to twenty students.
 
Evaluation of the undergraduate student (3 credits) will be based on the following*:
1. Class Participation – Text discussion and analysis                               
    25%
2. Mid-Term Assignment                                                                           
    35%
3. Final: Research Paper and Student Teaching of New Text                                   40%

International Humanitarian Law 
Dr. Roy Schondorf 

2 credits

The course explores the normative, theoretical institutional development of international humanitarian law (IHL). After discussing the policy and philosophical justifications underlying the development of IHL, the course describes its historical growth from the laws of war and surveys the principal instruments and institutions which comprise IHL. Particular attention will be given in this regard to issues such as eligibility for POW status, the norms governing the war on terror, limitations of the means of warfare and the increasing merger of IHL and human rights law. The final part of the course critically examines international attempts to enforce IHL, particularly through the development of international criminal law instruments and institutions, such as the International Criminal Court.


Preliminary requirement: completion of International Law course, or lecturer's prior consent.

GLOBAL STRUGGLES OVER THE INTERNET

Dr. Kim Treiger Bar-Am
2 credits

This course examines current issues facing internet policy.  It will look at the challenges posed to Google and other providers by the Chinese authorities, and the controversial acceptance of those limitations by the service providers.  Searching the term “democracy” on the web is restricted in China.  Are the Chinese restrictions legitimate?  Last year France place a restriction on Yahoo, prohibiting certain forms of racist speech.  Again, the legitimacy of the restrictions and of Yahoo’s response is considered.  What other kinds of restrictions may be placed?  Pornography, hate speech and terror?  Google has undertaken to place the contents of five international libraries on the web.  Publishers have challenged it with a lawsuit.  Microsoft’s alternative project is compared.

LAW, COMMUNICATION AND FREEDOM OF SPEECH 

Dr. Kim Treiger Bar-Am
2 credits

Should communication be free?  The course begins with theory, exploring the relationship between expression and communication.  The rationales generally offered to justify the freedom of expression are examined, namely Truth, Democracy and Autonomy.  Other rationales including tolerance and stability are included in the discussion.  The freedom of information is a constitutional and statutory analogue to the freedom of expression.  The course will examine challenges and limits to the freedom of expression, threats, hate speech, pornography, and various torts, defamation, privacy and copyright to further restrict.  The course will examine Israeli law and also the laws of foreign jurisdictions including the US, UK, Canada, and the European Convention on Human Rights.

SELECTED ISSUES IN ISRAELI AND U.S. INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY

Professor Steven Wilf

1 credit
TBA
Notes:

1.
Courses marked by an asterisk are taught at the Rothberg International School.  

2.
Changes and additional courses are possible. 
3.
Class dates for Autumn Semester 2009-10, in both schools:


18 October - end December 2008.

4.
All examinations end by 7 January 2010. Some courses are assessed by written paper.

5.
1 credit courses are all offered by academic visitors to the Faculty of Law. All mini-courses comprise 12-14 academic hours taught during a period of 7-14 days. Additional courses may be offered. Courses may be cancelled in the case of visit cancellation.
6.
The Faculty of Law offers a large number of courses taught in Hebrew. Those can be offered to incoming students, if they are sufficiently proficient in the Hebrew language. Examinations and papers can be submitted in English. A full list of courses (in Hebrew) is available at http://www8.huji.ac.il/shnaton/new/search_frameset.html
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