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As the end of the Fall Semester approaches, we thought it might be helpful to identify the types of disciplinary rule violations that are of special importance at this time of year. We would like to be certain that everyone is fully aware of the school's policy in these areas. We also suggest that all students should be familiar with the terms of the Code in much the same way that you will be expected to be familiar with the rules of professional conduct when you graduate and enter the practice of law.

1.  Plagiarism.   The consequences of committing plagiarism are quite serious and we urge you to pay special attention to the discussion appearing in the Appendix on Plagiarism to the Student Disciplinary Code on pages 98-100 of the Bulletin.  The Committee has suspended students from the Law Center, with accompanying academic transcript notations and loss of credit, in responding to past plagiarism violations.  We hope you will not let haste or carelessness result in your crossing the lines set forth in the Code.  Please read the appendix and exercise appropriate care.

2.  Late Submission of Take-Home Examinations.  Late submissions of take-home examinations present unique problems that the faculty has addressed by adopting a special sliding-scale sanction system that results in prompt, fair and even-handed disposition of these cases.  Students are subject to the following rules:

Take home-exams that are submitted from 6 to 15 minutes late will receive a one-step grade reduction (e.g., from A to A-); exams submitted 16 to 30 minutes late will receive a two-step reduction (e.g. from A to B+); exams submitted 31 to 45 minutes late will receive a three-step reduction (e.g., A to B); exams submitted 46 to 60 minutes late will receive a four-step reduction (e.g., from A to B-); if an exam is submitted over 60 minutes late the student will receive a D in the course if the instructor determines that the exam is entitled to a passing grade.  Under this scale, there is a five minute grace period, and the maximum reduction for any late exam that receives a passing grade will be a D.  There will be no deviation from this scale except in the case of bona fide, documented medical or other emergency to be determined by the Dean or delegated Associate Dean.

3. Collaboration on Take-Home Examinations. Students are expected to strictly follow the rules for take-home examinations. Unless specifically permitted by the professor, students may not discuss an examination with anyone prior to submitting the completed examination to the Office of the Registrar. Students should be aware that any discussion about the examination, no matter how casual, may be considered a violation of the Student Disciplinary Code. For instance, any on line discussion of an examination is prohibited. 

4. Violation of Examination Anonymity. Students may not communicate in any manner with their professors regarding the examination prior to the posting of grades. Sending an anonymous email or note to a professor that relates to the examination violates this rule. Any questions about the examination must be directed to the Office of the Registrar, not the Professor.

The purpose of this memorandum is to alert all students to be careful to comply with these rules.  Students should be sure that they understand the concept of plagiarism, the terms of the late submission rules and the prohibition against collaboration.  In this regard our goal is to educate and we hope that these rules are never violated. We also strive to protect the 99++ percent of our students who comply with its rules and to ensure that those few who chose to disregard them do not gain an unfair advantage.   
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