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Law Student Division Activities and Deadlines

2008 Work-A-Day – Tell Us How Your School Participated
Veterans Advocacy-Serving Those Who Have Served Us 
During the month of October, the ABA Law Student Division called upon law students to address the legal issues of the men and women who serve their country with honor and dignity. Work-A-Day is an event that encourages law students to get involved in their community and give back to the community in which they live. If your law school sponsored a Work-A-Day event, whether for veterans’ advocacy or another issue affecting your community, we would like to hear from you. Visit www.abanet.org/lsd/work-a-day/ to complete the electronic Work-A-Day Survey.

Volunteer Income Tax Assistance Programs
Don't forget to submit your ABA-approved law school's VITA Registration Form for the 2008 tax season and become an official participant of the ABA Law Student Division VITA program. Completed Registration Forms for 2008 VITA sites are due December 15, 2008. For more information, visit www.abanet.org/lsd/vita/.

Duty Bound – National Veterans Service Initiative
Duty Bound is a National Veterans Service Initiative of the ABA Law Student Division. Duty Bound connects law students with attorneys who provide free legal assistance on behalf of veterans and their qualifying family members who have an appeal pending at the U.S. Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims. Through the Division’s website, case-handling pro-bono attorneys can select from available law students to assist with client interviewing, case management, research and writing, and advocacy tasks. For more information, visit Duty Bound at www.abanet.org/lsd/veterans/.

Let Your ABA Membership Work For You
ABA Member Advantage has negotiated special savings on products and services from top national companies. Visit www.abanet.org/advantage to learn more to learn more. 

Kaplan PMBR
Use Your ABA Membership to Receive Discounts of $50 to $100
Enrollment Bonus – Receive all six MBE topics on audio MP3s and 1,000 additional practice questions – FREE! Enrollment deadline: November 21. You must provide your ABA Membership number to obtain the discounts.

Attention 2009 Graduating Students
Bar/Bri Scholarship Deadline – November 28, 2008
Be sure to apply for your Bar/Bri scholarship today. The deadline for both the winter and summer courses is November 28, 2008. For eligibility requirements and an application, visit www.abanet.org/lsd/09barbri.pdf.

News From ABA Law Student Division Entity Liaisons
The Law Student Division established the Liaison Program to maximize our opportunity to create benefits for America’s law students. The primary purpose of the Liaison Program is to ensure adequate communication exists between the Law Student Division, its students, and the substantive Sections, Divisions and Forums of the American Bar Association. Liaison positions are appointed by the Division Chair based on applications received by February 15 of each year. Applications for 2009-2010 liaisons will be posted next month. For more information, visit www.abanet.org/lsd/elections.

Forum on Affordable Housing and Community Development
Young Lawyer and Law Student Listserve
The Forum is excited to announce the creation of a listserve especially for young lawyers and law student members. The purpose of the listserve is to announce and create professional development, educational, and networking opportunities for law students and young lawyers in this field. To gain access to the listserve, please email Hilary Jaffe (jaffeh@bc.edu), ABA Law Student Division Liaison to the Forum on Affordable Housing and Community Development.

Health Law Section 
Mentoring Program 
Does your school have a Health Law organization? Would you like access to experienced health law attorneys to speak at your school? The Health Law Section can help. For more information, contact Marc Meyer (marcmeyer36@yahoo.com), Law Student Division Liaison to the Health Law Section.

Commission on Mental and Physical Disability Law 
Now Available: National Directory of Law School Disability Programs 
The ABA Commission on Mental and Physical Disability Law launched an online national directory that will allow potential law students to search for law schools that offer disability-related curriculum. This resource is the first of its kind and allows students to easily search ABA-approved law schools to find those that offer courses and clinical programs in disability or mental health law. The directory also includes student organizations for law students with disabilities and contact information for those seeking assistance. For more information, visit http://www.abanet.org/disability/lawschools/. 

Real Property, Trust and Estate Law
New Law Student Committee
Law student liaisons, Ben Martie (Real Property) and Tyler Pitrat (Trust & Estate), have received approval to implement a student section within RPTE. The RPTE Student Section will produce a new interactive website to include a discussion forum for all student members and the ability of law students to contact attorneys who are volunteering guidance and time to students interested in practice areas within Real Property, Trust & Estates. For questions regarding RPTE, starting an organization at your school, or if you are interested in applying for leadership involvement within the RPTE Student Section, contact Ben Martie (Real Property) at benmartie@gmail.com or Tyler Pitrat (Trust & Estate) at tyler.pitrat@ttu.edu. If you are interested in a leadership position within the RPTE Student Section, please send a resume and a cover letter stating your interest in either real property or trust and estates by December 15th. Please direct your electronic submission to the corresponding liaison. ABA and RPTE membership is a prerequisite of such leadership positions.

Commission on Women in the Profession 
Perspectives Quarterly Magazine 
Get a fresh, innovative angle on the issues that are important and relevant to women in the legal profession. For more information, visit www.abanet.org/women/perspectives.html.

ABA Entities Offer Law Students Opportunities to
Build a Networking Base and a Strong Resume 

Business Law 
Business Law Diversity Clerkship Program 
This program was designed to encourage law students to pursue business court clerkship opportunities and to consider careers in the practice of business law. Up to nine interns will be given a summer stipend of $6,000 and placed in business court clerkships in the Philadelphia Commerce Court or the Delaware Court of Chancery. Application deadline: January 30, 2009. For more information, visit www.abanet.org/buslaw/students/clerkship.shtml. 

Section of Environment, Energy and Resources Law 
ABA Fellowship in Environmental Law 
The ABA Fellowship in Environmental Law is designed to encourage disadvantaged or traditionally underrepresented law students to study and pursue careers in environmental law. The Section’s work on environmental justice is coordinated with not-for-profit organizations representing traditionally underserved groups, other not-for-profit environmental organizations, and local, state and federal governmental organizations which provide placements for summer Fellowship recipients. Summer 2009 Fellowship applications will be accepted beginning November 2008. For more information, contact Julie Connell at (312)988-5625 (ConnellJ@staff.abanet.org) or visit www.abanet.org/environ/committees/lawstudents/fellowship_home.shtml. 

Section of Litigation 
Judicial Intern Opportunity Program (JIOP) 
The ABA Section of Litigation began accepting applications for its Summer 2009 Judicial Intern Opportunity Program on October 1 for second-year law students, and will begin accepting applications on December 1 for first-year students. The program places minority or financially disadvantaged law students with state and federal judges for summer internships. Application deadline: December 31, 2008. For details and application forms, visit www.abanet.org/litigation/jiop. For questions, contact Gail Howard at howardg@staff.abanet.org. 

Commission on Homelessness and Poverty 
John J. Curtin, Jr. Justice Fund 
The ABA John J. Curtin, Jr. Justice Fund provides $2,500 stipend to three law school students who spend their summer months working for a bar association or legal service program designed to prevent homelessness or assist homeless or indigent clients or their advocates. Application deadline: March 23, 2009. For more information, visit www.abanet.org/homeless/08curtin_announce_app.pdf. 

Enhance Your Legal Education 

Affordable Housing and Community Development Law 
Professional Networking Event 
November 19 (6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. Eastern Time) – George Washington University Law School
Law students are invited to George Washington University Law School for the Forum's first professional networking event designed for law students, young lawyers and experienced practitioners. Heavy hors d'oeuvres will be provided. For more information and to RSVP, please visit http://www.mysignup.com/yldnetworkevent or contact Dorcas Gilmore at dorcasg@communitylaw.org. This event is hosted by the Forum's Young Lawyers Network. 

ABA Midyear Meeting 
February 11-17, 2009 – Boston, Massachusetts
The Midyear Meeting brings together more than 3,000 lawyers and their families. While the Midyear Meeting does not match that of the Annual Meeting, the volume of business that occurs does. The Midyear Meeting hosts the Law Student Division Negotiation Competition National Finals and many ABA entities convene business and CLE events. There is no registration fee to attend the Midyear Meeting. Deadline for advance registration: January 9, 2009. For details and a registration form, visit www.abanet.org/midyear/2009/.

International Law 
Pathways to Employment in International Law 
February 12, 2009 (5:00 p.m.) – Boston University School of Law 
Don’t miss this unique forum designed to bring law students and new lawyers together with experienced legal practitioners to explore opportunities for employment in international law. For more information, visit www.abanet.org/intlaw/students/home.html. 

Young Lawyers Division and the Judicial Division’s Council of Appellate Lawyers 
Elevating Your Advocacy: Understanding the Differences Between Litigating in Trial and Appellate Courts 
February 13, 2009 (9:45 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.) 
Westin Copley Place (held in conjunction with the ABA Midyear Meeting) 
This program will focus on the differences between advocacy (particularly written advocacy) in trial courts and appellate courts. Specific attention will be devoted to the special challenges in presenting a case to an entirely new audience of judges who come to the case without any prior knowledge of the record. The program is designed principally for practitioners seeking to improve their appellate advocacy skills, including trial lawyers who handle their own appeals and less experienced lawyers who may not yet have had the opportunity to explore the differences inherent in appellate litigation. By presenting appellate judges who have previously served as trial judges, this panel offers a unique perspective on this critical aspect of the litigation process.

Young Lawyers Division 
Speed Mentoring 
February 13, 2009 (11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.) 
Westin Copley Place (held in conjunction with the ABA Midyear Meeting) 
Bring your business cards and be prepared to talk a lot! A take off on speed dating, this program will provide a unique mentor experience: meet young lawyers, seasoned attorneys and law students via four-minute one-on-one conversations. The intervals offer enough time to make a strong introduction but eliminate a lengthy transition. So, brush your teeth, practice your smile, and get your “elevator speech” in order. Space is limited. Participation will be based on a first come, first served basis.

Competitions Offer More Than a Little Extra Cash
Visit www.abanet.org/lsd/competitions/writing-contests/ for a complete listing of law student writing competitions, scholarships, and awards available from ABA entities.

Health Law Section 
7th Annual Writing Competition 
The Health Law Section is pleased to announce the 7th Annual Law Student Writing Competition. The winner will be introduced at the Section's Emerging Issues in Healthcare Law Conference, February 19-20, 2009 in Orlando, Florida. Award: publication in The Health Lawyer; a $500 honorarium, and airfare (at ABA rates), hotel for two nights and a $50 per diem for two days to attend the Emerging Issues conference. For details and guidelines, visit www.abanet.org/health/06_membership/LawStudents/WritingCompetition/2009/WritingCompetition_Guidelines09.pdf. Entry Deadline: December 5th, 2008. Contact Jill Pena (jillpena@staff.abanet.org) or Marc Meyer (marcmeyer36@yahoo.com) for further information.

Commission on Women in the Profession 
Video/Essay Competition – Gender Diversity 
Topic: Gender Diversity: Have we solved the problem? If not, where do we go from here? The Commission is now accepting video and essay entries from (a) law students and (b) young lawyers. Prizes: One YouTube video winner and one essay winner in each category of law students and young lawyers. Each winner will be presented with a $500 honorarium. The award-winning entries will be published on the Commission’s website following their announcement at the 2009 Midyear Meeting. Submission Deadline: December 31, 2008. For details, visit www.abanet.org/women/competition.html.

Forum on the Entertainment and Sports Industries and the Grammy Foundation 
The 11th Annual Entertainment Law Initiative Writing Competition 
The ELI Essay Competition invites law students focusing on the entertainment practice to write a 3,000-word paper on a compelling legal topic facing the music industry today. The contest culminates with the winning student authors presenting their essays at the prestigious ELI luncheon on February 6, 2009. Awards: First Place Winner receives $5000 and four simi-finalists receive $1,500. All Winners receive: One GRAMMY Awards Show Ticket; Round Trip Airfare to the GRAMMY Awards in Los Angeles; Hotel Accommodations; Ticket to The MusiCares Person of the Year Tribute Dinner. Submissions must be postmarked by January 5, 2009; Winners will be announced on January 30, 2009. For complete contest rules, send an e-mail to eli@grammy.com 

Business Law 
2009 Mendes Hershman Student Writing Contest 
This writing contest encourages and rewards law student writings on a business law subjected of general or current interest. First place will receive $2,500; second place, $1,000; and third place, $500. Entry deadline: January 9, 2009. For more information, visit www.abanet.org/buslaw/students/index.shtml. 

Forum on Affordable Housing and Community Development 
Law Student Writing Contest 
This competition is open to all Law Student Division members and invites papers on any legal issue regarding affordable housing and/or community development law. Award: $1,000 and a trip to attend the Forum's 18th Annual Conference, May 20-22, 2009, in Washington, D.C., airfare and lodging included. The winning essay may also be published in the Journal of Affordable Housing and Community Development Law. Submissions must be postmarked by March 2, 2009. For more information, visit >a href="http://www.abanet.org/forums/affordable/writing/home.shtml">www.abanet.org/forums/affordable/writing/home.shtml or contact Hilary Jaffe (jaffeh@bc.edu), ABA Law Student Division Liaison to the Forum on Affordable Housing and Community Development.

For more information about the American Bar Association and the Law Student Division, visit www.abanet.org.

Other Items of Interest

Uniform Law Commission 
Also known as the National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State Laws 
William J. Pierce Writing Contest 
This writing competition was established in honor of William J. Pierce, long-time professor of law at the University of Michigan, and a past-President and past- Executive Director of the ULC. Law student will be judged for best article, note, or comment that addresses a uniform or model act, or an issue arising from a uniform or model act, promulgated by the ULC. Prize: $1,000 cash prize and suitable recognition. Open to law students enrolled in any United States law school or students who have graduated from a U.S. law school within the last year. Entry Deadline: December 31, 2008. For details, visit www.nccusl.org/.>/p> 

U.S. Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration 
Survey of Public Attitudes on Substance Abuse 
A new national poll of public attitudes on substance abuse, treatment and the prospects for recovery shows that nearly half of American adults know someone in recovery from the use or abuse of alcohol or drugs. For complete survey findings, visit SAMHSA at www.samhsa.gov/attitudes. SAMHSA is a public health agency within the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.

Commission on Lawyer Assistance Programs 
Listserve for Law Students in Recovery 
A listserve has been developed by the ABA Commission on Lawyer Assistance Programs (CoLAP) to provide a confidential email vehicle for law students who want to get, or stay, clean and sober while in law school. This is a chance for students to connect with and ask questions of their law student peers throughout the US and share their experience, strength and hope. Interested law students should email the CoLAP Director, Donna Spilis (spilisd@staff.abanet.org and be prepared to talk a bit about your history, need and desire to communicate with other law students facing similar challenges. For more information on CoLAP, visit www.abanet.org/legalservices/colap/.

University of Houston School of Law
Moot Court National Championship 
January 15-17, 2009 
The Blakely Advocacy Institute at the University of Houston Law Center will host the “Top 16” Moot Court programs from around the country January 15-17, for a genuine Texas shootout. According to the American Association of Law Schools, nearly 40 moot court tournaments are hosted throughout the U.S. during a typical academic year. The University of Houston Law Center assigned points for winning performance top tournaments, and the 16 teams scoring the most points were invited to compete in this National Championship. For more information, visit www.law.uh.edu/blakely/MCNC. 

University of California - Davis School of Law 
Second Annual Asylum and Refugee Law National Moot Court Competition 
February 9, 2009 
As the only immigration law moot court competition on the West Coast and the only asylum competition in the nation, this is a unique opportunity for advocates to practice both written and oral advocacy skills in the field of immigration law. This year the competition will be held in the federal courthouse for the United States District Court, Eastern District of California in Sacramento—the California state capital. Arguments will take place in a federal courtroom. Prominent immigration attorneys will judge advocates in the preliminary and semi-final rounds. The final round bench will be comprised of judges from the Ninth Circuit, the Eastern District of California, and Immigration Courts. Registration Deadline: November 26, 2008. For details and registration forms visit http://students.law.ucdavis.edu/MootCourt/asylummootcourt.shtml. Questions should be directed to Sarah McBride at AsylumMootCourt@gmail.com.
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