Summary of the Model Rules of Professional Responsibility

	1.1
	Competent Representation shall include legal knowledge, skill, thoroughness, and preparation.

	1.2
	(a) Abide by client’s decisions

(b) Representation is not an endorsement of client’s views

(c) A lawyer may limit scope of representation w/client’s consent

(d) Cannot encourage illegality, but may examine the extent of the applicable law’s coverage of the situation at hand

(e) Lawyer must tell client when there is a request for conduct that violates the rules

	1.3
	Reasonable diligence and promptness is required

	1.4
	(a) Keep the client informed enough for them to make a decision

(b) Explain to the extent required for the client to make an informed decision.

	1.6
	(a) Lawyer shall not disclose but for what is required to carry out duties

(b) Lawyer may disclose in order to prevent a criminal act that will result in death or bodily harm or to establish a defense of malpractice charges

	1.7
	(a) A lawyer shall not represent a new client that will be directly adverse to another client without consultation of both

(b) A lawyer shall not represent a client if the representation may be materially limited by other responsibilities or personal interests

	1.8
	(a) Lawyer shall not enter business relationship w/client or adverse to a client w/o client consent

(b) Shall not use information relating to representation of client w/o client consent within 1.6 and 3.3

(c) No instrument giving the lawyer or his family a substantial gift

(d) No media rights prior to representation

(e) May not pay client or otherwise provide financial assistance for costs not related to litigation

(f) If a third party pays for representation the lawyer must ensure it does not adversely affect the lawyers interests and the client’s information is still protected as provided for in 1.6

(g) A lawyer cannot represent both sides or two sides in a multi-sided case w/o consent of both

(h) No agreement may be made that limits the lawyer’s malpractice liability

(i) No lawyer relative may represent an adversary

(j) The only interests a lawyer may have in a judgment are a lien for the collection of fees against a clients property and a contingent fee


	1.9
	(a) Lawyer shall not represent a new client in a substantially related matter to one he has already acted in

(b) Lawyer shall not represent a client who was represented by an adversary in previous litigation by the lawyer’s present firm

(c) Lawyer shall not use information obtained from a client of the present or former firm in the representation of another client

	1.10
	(a) Representation by one member of a firm imputes representation to other members of the firm

(b) A firm may not take on clients that are adverse to the clients of a former attorney if it is the same matter the former attorney worked on or any lawyer in the firm has 1.6 or 1.9(c) protected information on the former client

(c) Client may waive these disqualifications as provided under 1.7

	1.12
	(a) A lawyer may not represent anybody who was before him as a judge unless all parties agree to the representation

(b) A lawyer shall not negotiate for employment with anybody before him for judgment

(c) If a lawyer disqualified under (a) works in a firm, he must be screened so as not to impute the taint to the firm

(d) An arbitrator in a multi-arbitrator panel may represent a party

	1.13
	(a) A lawyer represents an organization as it acts through its duly appointed representatives

(b) If a representative is not acting in the interests of the organization the lawyer may ask the representative to reconsider his actions, advise that separate legal opinion be sought for authorities in the organization, or refer the matter to higher authorities in the organization

(c) If asked to act in violation of the law the lawyer may withdraw as provided by 1.16

(d) The lawyer shall explain the identity of the client when necessary

(e) A lawyer may also represent an official of the corporation under the provisions of 1.7 where consent is sought by another official or the shareholders

	1.14
	(a) Maintain as normal a relationship with an impaired client as is possible

(b) Seek the appointment of a guardian when the client cannot reasonably act in their own interests


	1.16
	(a) Do not accept or withdraw if representation would require the violation of a rule, or the lawyer cannot handle representing this client.

(b) A lawyer may withdraw if it will not affect the client adversely or if the client insists on illegality, has used the lawyer to advance an illegality, is taking a repugnant course, the client fails to fulfill an obligation to the lawyer, the representation will result in an unreasonable financial burden on the lawyer, or other good cause exists

(c) A lawyer must represent a client if ordered by a tribunal and there is no other reason to not do so

(d) Upon the ending of representation, a lawyers shall take steps to protect a client’s interests

	2.1
	A lawyer shall give candid advice that accounts for other factors such as social and political

	2.2
	(a) A lawyer may act as an intermediary between clients if he believes it can be done without hurting either sides case and both clients consent

(b) Each client shall be kept appraised of the situation

(c) A lawyer shall withdraw as soon as he cannot fulfill (a)

	3.1
	A lawyer shall not be involved with claims that do not have merit

	3.3
	(a) No lies of commission or omission by the tribunal

(b) (a) applies after the end of trial and even in opposition to the requirements of confidentiality in 1.6

(c) A lawyer may refuse to offer false evidence

(d) In ex parte proceedings, the lawyer shall inform the tribunal of facts that will be relevant to the case and help the party not present

	3.4
	A lawyer shall not:

(a) Obstruct opposition access to evidence or alter evidence before they see it

(b) Falsify evidence or assist a witness in doing such

(c) Knowingly disobey an obligation of the tribunal

(d) Make frivolous discovery requests

(e) Allude to matters that are not relevant

(f) Ask any party other than the client or the client’s relatives to not give information or evidence unless it will not be detrimental to that persons interests

	3.5
	A lawyer shall not:

(a) Seek to influence a judge or jury by illegal means

(b) Communicate ex parte with such person, illegally

(c) Engage in conduct intended to disrupt a tribunal


	3.6
	(a) No public announcements that will be likely to prejudice an adjudicative proceeding

(b) Listing of what a lawyer may say, notwithstanding (a)

(c) Notwithstanding (a), a lawyer may make statements to protect the client’s public image

(d) No lawyer associated with a lawyer limited by (a) in a firm or government office shall make statements in the place of (a)

	3.8
	The prosecutor in a criminal case shall:

(a) Refrain from prosecuting trumped up charges

(b) Make reasonable efforts to assure of proper warnings of rights to the accused

(c) Not seek waivers from unrepresented defendants

(d) Make timely disclosure of all evidence that negates or mitigates the charges

(e) Take reasonable precautions to prevent extra-judicial statements from third-parties (cops, etc.) that the prosecutor would be prohibited from saying under 3.6

(f) Not subpoena a lawyer about a past client unless the information is not protected from disclosure or the evidence is essential or there is no other feasible alternative to obtaining the information

(g) Except for statements that are necessary to inform the public of the situation, refrain from making extra-judicial statements

	3.9
	Rules for non adjudicative proceedings

	4.1
	While representing, a lawyer shall not:

(a) Lie to third parties

(b) Fail to disclose a fact to a third party that is relevant and not covered by 1.6

	4.2
	Do not talk to someone who is represented by lawyer without the other lawyer knowing

	4.3
	When dealing with someone who is unrepresented, a lawyer shall not present himself as a disinterested party nor allow a party to think that on their own

	5.1
	(a) All lawyers of a firm should conform to the rules

(b) A lawyer in a supervisory role shall make sure the lawyers under him conform to the rules

(c) A lawyer is responsible for violations of the rules by others if he orders the violations or if the lawyer is under his supervision

	5.2
	(a) A lawyer is bound by the rules

(b) A subordinate lawyer does not break the rules if he acts within the supervisory lawyer’s reasonable resolution of an arguable question of professional duty


	5.4
	(a) A lawyer shall not share legal fees with a non-lawyer unless there is payment to an estate for lawyer services

(b) A lawyer shall not form a partnership with a non-lawyer if any of the activities of the partnership consist of the practice of law

(c) A person who recommends a lawyer may not dictate professional judgment to the lawyer

(d) A lawyer may not practice law for a professional corporation that a non-lawyer owns any part of, or a non-lawyer is a director of, or a non-lawyer has the right to direct or control the professional judgment of a lawyer

	5.5
	A lawyer shall not:

(a) Practice law in a jurisdiction in violation of its laws

(b) Assist a person who is not a member of the bar in the unauthorized practice of law

	5.6
	A lawyer shall not participate in offering or making:

(a) Partnership or employment agreements that limit the right of the attorney to practice after termination of the agreement, except retirement agreements

(b) An agreement where the restriction on practice is part of a settlement of a controversy between two lawyers

	6.1
	(a) Pro Bono Service Requirement (50 hrs/year).  A lawyer shall:

(b) Provide those hours to persons of limited means

(c) Provide services at a reduced rate to persons or organizations that could not pay the normal full rate to the effect of 50 hours worth of discounts per a year


	6.3
	A lawyer may serve in a legal services organization even if that service is contradictory to his service in a firm so long as:

(a) The service to the organization is not contradictory to his service to firm clients under 1.7

(b) The service does not require the lawyer to make a decision with a client that could have an adverse affect on him personally

	6.4
	If a lawyer serves on a legal reform organization, he may do so even if it is detrimental or advantageous to his client.  If it is advantageous to his client then he must disclose this to the organization, but he needn’t disclose the identity of the client

	7.1
	A lawyer shall not make a misleading statement about the legal services offered.  A communication is misleading if it:

(a) Contains a material misrepresentation of fact or law, or omits facts necessary to make the statement correct

(b) Is likely to create unjustified expectations about the abilities of the lawyer

(c) Compares the lawyer’s services with other lawyer’s services, unless the comparison can be factually substantiated


	7.2
	(a) Subject to the requirements of 7.1 & 7.3 a lawyer may advertise through several mediums

(b) A copy of the ad shall be kept for two years after its last appearance

(c) A lawyer shall not give kickbacks for recommendations

(d) An ad must contain the name of at least one lawyer responsible for it

	7.4
	A lawyer may say whether he is a specialist in a particular field.  He may only claim a specialty within the following provisions:

(a) Patent Attorneys may claim such if in the Patent Bar

(b) Admiralty lawyers may claim such

(c) If a jurisdiction licenses groups to certify lawyers, a lawyer may advertise that certification

(d) If the jurisdiction does not have a procedure for certifying certain specialties, then the lawyer may advertise certification by another organization so long as the communication states that the said organization is not officially certified to certify lawyers for the said specialty

	8.3
	(a) A lawyer that knows of a violation of another attorney shall report this to the proper professional authority

(b) A lawyer that knows of a violation of judge shall report this to the proper professional authority

(c) This rule does not require disclosure of information covered by 1.6 or otherwise confidential

	8.4
	It is professional misconduct to:

(a) Violate the rule, or attempt to violate the rules, or induce others to violate the rules

(b) Commit a criminal act that questions the lawyer’s honesty, trustworthiness or fitness as a lawyer in other respects

(c) Engage in dishonesty, fraud, deceit, or misrepresentation

(d) Engage in conduct that prejudices the administration of justice

(e) State or imply an ability to affect a governmental body

(f) Knowingly assist a judge or judicial officer in conduct that is a violation of the applicable rules

	8.5
	(a) A lawyer practicing in this jurisdiction is subject to discipline in this jurisdiction, regardless of where the conduct occurs.  He may be subject to discipline in two jurisdictions.

(b) For conduct before a court, the courts rules as to which jurisdictions rules to use shall dictate the choice of law.  Otherwise, the jurisdiction in which the lawyer predominately practices shall be the law that is used


