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Georgetown Law Student Bar Association 
Procedural Rules

I. Authority.
a. Pursuant to Article V, Section 5(c) of the SBA Constitution, SBA House of Delegates meetings “shall be guided by Robert's Rules of Order.” 
b. Traditionally, the SBA has interpreted the word “guided” to suggest that the SBA Executive Board can adopt a simpler version of Robert’s Rules with limited motions while still giving voice and vote to all viewpoints.
c. The SBA President or the Attorney General shall moderate the debate.

II. Approval of Resolutions or Constitutional Amendments.
a. Quorum. Quorum is required to pass a resolution or constitutional amendment. See Section 8, Article V, SBA Constitution.

b. Resolution. Approval of resolutions requires simple majority of voting delegates present. 

c. Constitutional Amendment. Approval of amendments requires three-fourths majority of voting delegates present.
III. Order in Debate.
a. Opening Period. The author/spokesperson for the resolution or the amendment will have a period to explain the bill not to exceed five minutes.

b. Question Period. There will be an opportunity to ask clarifying questions, not to exceed five minutes. The President or Attorney General has discretion to extend this motion. There will be no debate at this point.

c. Speaker’s List. The Speakers’ List governs the order of speakers during debate. Delegates should raise their hand to be recognized by the President or Attorney General for the speaker’s list. Speakers are added to the list and recognized to speak in the order they are recognized.
d. Debate.
i. Each speaker shall have 45 seconds to debate the resolution. 

ii. A speaker supporting the resolution will begin debate.

iii. Subsequent speakers shall be recognized from alternating sides—for and against the resolution—until alternation is not possible. At that point, the speaker’s list is closed. 

e. Motion to Call to Question. During debate, any delegate may make a motion to call to question thereby closing the Speaker’s List and bringing the resolution before the House of Delegates for a vote. A motion to call to question is decided by a simple majority of voting delegates present. The President or Attorney General has discretion to postpone this motion.

IV. Other motions.
a. Motion To Amend. A delegate may make a motion to amend the resolution or constitutional amendment during debate.

i. Friendly Amendments. These are made by a delegate with the approval of the resolution or constitutional amendment sponsor. These require no vote. 

ii. Unfriendly Amendments. An amendment not approved by the sponsor is considered unfriendly. These amendments require approval by simple majority of voting delegates present.
b. Motion To Table. This motion closes the debate and moves the resolution or constitutional amendment for reconsideration at the next meeting. Requires approval by simple majority of voting delegates present. The President or Attorney General has discretion to postpone this motion.

c. Motion to Close Speaker’s List. This motion can be made during the debate to prevent more speakers from being added to the speaker’s list. The President or Attorney General has discretion to postpone this motion.

Approved by SBA Executive Board on October 21, 2008.

