
 
We, the undersigned members of the faculty of Columbia Law School, strongly oppose the 
federal law, known as the Solomon Amendment, which requires the Law School, through 
punitive financial coercion, to allow the United States armed services to recruit on our campus 
through the Law School’s Career Services office.  This recruitment directly violates the Law 
School’s longstanding non-discrimination policy, which forbids employers from recruiting on 
our campus if they discriminate based on, inter alia, sexual orientation.  Under the “don’t ask, 
don’t tell” law, which bars openly lesbian, gay and bisexual individuals from military service, 
military employers discriminate explicitly based on sexual orientation. 
 
Last year, in Rumsfeld v. FAIR, the United States Supreme Court upheld the Solomon 
Amendment against a challenge based on the First Amendment rights to speech and association.   
The Court held that law schools could be required to permit military recruiters access to campus, 
notwithstanding the schools’ non-discrimination policies.  However, Chief Justice Roberts, 
speaking for a unanimous Court, also made clear that “[s]tudents and faculty are free to associate 
to voice their disapproval of the military’s message.” 
 
Accordingly, we reaffirm our commitment to an educational environment at the Law School that 
is free from discrimination based on sexual orientation, as well as discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, national origin, sex, age, and handicap or disability.  The faculty recognizes with 
regret the particular harm to which our lesbian, gay and bisexual students will be subject as a 
result of the military recruiters’ presence on campus in violation of our non-discrimination 
policy. 
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