Title: 
Privacy as a Non-Tariff Barrier to Trade: When Data Governance Meets Geopolitics

Interviewees: 
We spoke with three Georgetown Law faculty members: 
· Anupam Chander, the Scott K. Ginsburg Professor of Law and Technology and an expert on the global regulation of new technologies; 
· Filippo Lancieri, an Associate Professor of Law and scholar of privacy, antitrust, and digital markets; and
· Katrin Kuhlmann, Professor of Graduate and International Programs and Faculty Director and Co-founder of the Center on Inclusive Trade and Development.

Summary: 
What happens when one country's privacy protection becomes another country's trade barrier? In this episode, Professors Anupam Chander, Filippo Lancieri, and Katrin Kuhlmann unpack the collision between data privacy regimes and international trade law. We trace the unstable history of EU-US data transfer frameworks—from Safe Harbor through the current Data Privacy Framework—and ask why these arrangements keep collapsing under judicial scrutiny. We then examine whether the WTO's traditional toolkit for non-tariff barriers can stretch to cover privacy regulation, or whether privacy fundamentally breaks that framework. The conversation turns urgent in light of the Trump administration's executive order targeting "overseas extortion" of American tech companies and its reported diplomatic campaign against foreign data localization laws. Are we witnessing the emergence of competing "digital trade blocs," and what does that mean for privacy as a foundation of democratic self-governance?
