
'-fee

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF MARYLAND

CHRISTOPHER BUTLER, et al,
individually and on behalf of a class of
similarly situated persons,

Plaintiffs,

V.

PRINCE GEORGE'S COLfNTY,
MARYLAND, etal.

Defendants.

Civil No. 22-1768 PJM

MEMORANDUM OPINION

This putative class action proposes to radically restructure pretrial release procedures in

criminal cases pending before state courts in Prince George's County, Maryland (and in

consequence, perhaps around the country).

While they were still detained, nine criminal defendants in the County, through/Jro bono

counsel, filed suit in this Court, challenging the constitutionality of the County's then extant

pretrial release system. These nine criminal defendants—original Plaintiffs in the case —

• As explained, infra, the Court has ruled that the only remaining Plaintiffs in this case are
Christopher Butler and Miramba Williams, who remained detained at the time of the Court's
prior Opinions on Defendants' Motions to Dismiss and the parties' respective Motions for
Reconsideration. See ECF No. 90 at 15, 18; ECF No. 128 at 2 n.l. Although the Fourth Circuit,
in the interlocutory appeal reviewing this Court's denial of Plaintiffs' Motion for Prelimin^
Injunction, referred to presumably all "Plaintiffs," it did not engage with this Court s decision
dismissing several Plaintiffs from the case, since they were no longer detained. This Court's
decision and its order of dismissal of certain Plaintiffs still stands. Defendants repesent that in
the interim between the Court's prior order of dismissal and today, Butler pled guilty to second-
degree murder and use of a firearm in the commission of a violent crime and was sentenced to 40
years' incarceration, all but 15 years suspended as to the murder charge, and 20 years all but 5
years suspended as to the firearms charge, but received credit for the time he served in pretrial
detention. He is now doing time. Williams never qualified for pretrial release because of a
detainer issued by another jurisdiction but was eventually released after the Circuit Court granted
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