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“ w h e n  t h e r e  a r e  n o 
l a w y e r s  t o  r e p r e s e n t 
t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  t o 
t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ’ s 
e x e c u t i v e  o v e r r e a c h , 
w e  h a v e  n o  a d v e r s a r i a l 
s y s t e m ,  n o  d u e  p r o c e s s , 
n o  r u l e  o f  l a w . ”

Mary McCord, Executive Director 
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w e  u s e  l i t i g a t i o n ,   p o l i c y , 
a n d  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  t o 
p r o t e c t  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l 
r i g h t s  a n d  t o  h o l d  o u r 
g o v e r n m e n t a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s 
t o  t h e  h i g h e s t  s t a n d a r d s  o f 
i n t e g r i t y  a n d  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y .
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I CAP’s eighth year is a tale of 
two workstreams:  our work 
pre-election to ensure a fair 
opportunity to participate in 
democracy free from polit-
ical violence, and our work 

post-election to challenge executive 
overreach that threatens the rule of law.  

Before the 2024 election, ICAP litigated 
against a state effort to intimidate a vot-
ing rights organization; consulted with 
local and state officials about how to pro-
tect voters, election workers, and elected 
officials from threats and disinforma-
tion; and drafted emergency lawsuits to 
challenge paramilitary activity during 
early voting and on Election Day.

After the election, we prepared for what 
the new administration promised to do 
on day one, and we filed suit challeng-
ing the president’s attempt to restrict the 
constitutional right to birthright citi-
zenship on day two. That case alone has 
made its way to the U.S. Supreme Court 
and back to the lower courts, just since 
January 21, and we now have a prelim-
inary injunction that protects a nation-
wide class of babies—born and who will 
be born—who would otherwise be de-
nied their citizenship under the Execu-
tive Order. More litigation challenging 
executive actions that violate constitu-
tional rights and separation-of-powers 
principles has followed, as has public 
guidance on issues such as what state and 
local cooperation with federal immigra-
tion enforcement is required by law and 

when the U.S. military and federalized 
National Guard units may be deployed 
for domestic law enforcement purposes.  

Through all of this, we continue ongoing 
litigation challenging unconstitutional 
bail practices, police excessive force, and 
state laws restricting First Amendment 
rights, among many other cases. 

To do this work, and to meet the mo-
ment, we knew we needed to build ca-
pacity, and so we did.  After the election, 
ICAP added four senior attorneys to its 
exceptionally talented team, all from the 
Department of Justice, all bringing their 
wealth of relevant and unique experience.  

Whether litigating, meeting with public 
officials and community members be-
hind the scenes, or speaking out, we stay 
true to our mission:  to protect constitu-
tional rights and hold our governmental 
institutions to the highest standards of 
integrity and accountability. We hope 
you will support us in this mission!

Sincerely,

Mary B. McCord
Executive Director 
and Visiting Professor of Law
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Our Plan
We use litigation, policy advocacy, public education, and student training 
to vindicate constitutional rights, protect democracy, and prepare the next 
generation of public interest lawyers. By combining legal strategy with 
public engagement, we’re advancing a more just, more accountable future.

L I T I G AT I O N
Bold, precedent-setting legal action to defend rights and 
advance the rule of law in every level of the court system.

P O L I C Y  A D V O C A C Y
Strategic engagement with elected officials and civic leaders 
to ensure constitutional values shape legislation, executive 
action, and government policy.

P U B L I C  E D U C AT I O N  &  E N G A G E M E N T
Empowering communities and shaping discourse through 
scholarship, media engagement, and public-facing materials.

T R A I N I N G  T H E  N E X T  G E N E R AT I O N
Offering law students hands-on experience in  
constitutional litigation and public interest advocacy  
through ICAP’s practicum and summer intern programs.

Tools for Constitutional Impact
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Where We Litigate
ICAP’s litigation spans the country. We litigate in state and federal  
courts nationwide, at the trial, appellate, and Supreme Court levels,  
to preserve and defend constitutional rights and values.
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Our Work
At a time of mounting threats to democracy, ICAP takes action where it 
matters most: in the courts, in the policy arena, and on the ground.

L I T I G AT I O N  T H AT  S H A P E S  T H E  L AW
Over the past year, our team filed more than 70 legal briefs in federal 
and state courts to protect constitutional rights, defend individuals and 
communities under attack, and shape the law at the trial, appellate, 
and Supreme Court levels.

L E G A L  S U P P O R T  F O R  L AWMA K E R S  A N D  P U B L I C  O F F I C I A L S
We supported legislators in crafting bills to rein in unlawful 
paramilitary activity, worked with public officials across the country 
to ensure that elections remained fair and free from violence, and 
provided legal guidance as new matters of concern emerged.

A  D E E P  B E N C H  O F  C O N S T I T U T I O N A L  E X P E R T I S E
Our work spans the most urgent areas at the heart of constitutional 
democracy—from protecting birthright citizenship, free expression, 
voting rights, and separation of powers to confronting political 
violence, curbing government overreach, and defending the rights 
of young people and immigrants. Together, these efforts reflect our 
commitment to justice, accountability, and the rule of law.

Strategic Litigation. Policy Expertise. 
Rapid Response.
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PROTECTING 
DEMOCRATIC 
PROCESSES AND 
INSTITUTIONS

Before the 2024 election,  
we took swift action to ensure 
elections remained free,  
safe, and fair. After the 
election, we worked to limit 
executive overreach and 
preserve the rule of law. 

F

Our “Election Hub”—now 
relaunched as the Resource 
Center—offers written  
guidance and video  
explainers on key legal 
issues like voter intimidation,  
mis- and disinformation, 
private paramilitary activity, 
true threats, and other  
advice for election officials 
and law enforcement. 

I C A P  E L E C T I O N  H U B

B E F O R E  T H E  2 0 2 4  E L E C T I O N

In September, Executive Director Mary McCord testi-
fied before the Senate Judiciary Committee about the im-
plications of the Supreme Court’s July 2024 immunity  
decision in Trump v. United States. Her written statement 
details the damage the decision does to the separation of 
powers embedded in our Constitution and to our ability 
to hold presidents and other executive-branch officials ac-
countable for abuses of power. 

Leading up to Election Day, we brought cases to challenge 
state efforts to chill voters and advocates, and we were 
ready to file suit to protect polling places against political 
violence and intimidation.

JOLT v. PAXTON We successfully paused the harassing doc-
ument requests served by state Attorney General Ken Pax-
ton targeting a Latino civic engagement non-profit aimed 
at intimidating the organization from continuing its voter 
registration work.

CATHOLIC CHARITIES OF THE RIO GRANDE VALLEY v. PAXTON  
We protected Catholic Charities of the Rio Grande Val-
ley against the Texas Attorney General’s overreaching  

https://www.law.georgetown.edu/icap/resourcecenter/
https://georgetown.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=02d554b266d87766e3b452b62&id=c55374f997&e=8d13d9e21d
https://georgetown.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=02d554b266d87766e3b452b62&id=c55374f997&e=8d13d9e21d
https://georgetown.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=02d554b266d87766e3b452b62&id=0d6be70cee&e=8d13d9e21d
https://georgetown.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=02d554b266d87766e3b452b62&id=c3f15bb450&e=8d13d9e21d
https://georgetown.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=02d554b266d87766e3b452b62&id=bae862126b&e=8d13d9e21d
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investigative effort to chill the charity’s provision of human-
itarian aid to recent immigrants. 

BROWN v. YOST We furthered direct democracy in Ohio 
by challenging state Attorney General Dave Yost’s repeated 
blockage of a citizens’ ballot initiative.  After we defeated Yost’s 
efforts to obtain a stay from the Supreme Court of the lower 
court’s injunction, Yost finally gave his approval, clearing the 
way for our clients to circulate the petition statewide with 
the goal of placing it on an upcoming general election ballot.

As we did in 2020, we brought together a coalition of law 
firms willing to work with us pro bono if we needed to file 
emergency litigation on or before Election Day in response to 
paramilitary or other extremist threats at polling places.

A F T E R  T H E  E L E C T I O N

We anticipated threats and were ready to act.
 
JANUARY: CASA v. TRUMP The day after inauguration, we 
filed suit challenging the president’s Executive Order pur-
porting to limit birthright citizenship. 

FEBRUARY: MENNONITE CHURCH USA v. U.S. DEPARTMENT 
OF HOMELAND SECURITY Less than a week after winning a 
preliminary injunction against the birthright citizenship Ex-
ecutive Order, we filed suit on behalf of more than two dozen 
religious denominations and associations, challenging the 
Department of Homeland Security’s rescission of its “sensi-
tive locations” policy, which had restricted ICE raids, arrests, 
and other federal immigration enforcement action in or near 
places of worship for more than 30 years.

MARCH: CRISTOSAL HUMAN RIGHTS v. PETER MAROCCO 
We challenged DOGE’s effort to dismantle the Inter-Ameri-
can Foundation (IAF), an independent agency that focuses on 
community-driven development across Latin America and 
the Caribbean, helping to reduce mass migration.

“ W E  P R E PA R E  F O R  
T H E  W O R S T  S O  W E  C A N 
P R O T E C T  T H E  B E S T  
O F  D E M O C R A C Y .”

– RUPA BHATTACHARYYA 
LEGAL DIRECTOR, ICAP

“ O U R  L I T I G AT I O N  I S 
S T R AT E G I C  A N D  F A S T .  
W E  H A D  A  L AW S U I T 
R E A D Y  T H E  D AY  
A F T E R  T H E  E X E C U T I V E 
O R D E R  D R O P P E D .”

– WILLIAM POWELL 
SENIOR COUNSEL, ICAP

I CAP  BY  THE 
N UM B E R S

CASES
Number of cases 
ICAP has litigated, 
often at multiple 
court levels 

101

We participated in events hosted 
by Lawfare Live, Georgetown 
Law, the ABA Litigation Section, 
and The New York Historical 
Society to discuss  
national security concerns 
related to some of Trump’s 
announced appointees and threats 
to core constitutional principles 
from early executive actions.

Executive Director Mary 
McCord frequently joined  
NPR’s 1A and other program-
ming to explain legal issues 
arising from executive overreach. 

Mary testified before the 
Senate Judiciary Committee on 
the importance of maintaining 
the independence of the  
Attorney General and the  
Department of Justice. 

Mary published op-eds in  
The Atlantic, Just Security, 
and The Washington Post  
on issues ranging from DOJ  
independence to blanket 
pardons and unlawful removals. 

Legal Director Rupa Bhat-
tacharyya appeared on The Daily 
Show to debunk the myth of 
government “inefficiency” and 
offer firsthand experience on how 
government processes protect the 
public and enhance quality of life.

S H A P I N G  T H E  N AT I O N A L 
C O N V E R S AT I O N

APRIL: ETHICS AMICUS BRIEFS RE: EXECUTIVE ORDERS  
TARGETING LAW FIRMS We teamed up with the Harvard 
Election Law Clinic to represent a group of legal ethics pro-
fessors in opposing blacklisting-style executive orders issued 
by President Trump targeting specific law firms.

MAY: CASA v. KRISTI NOEM & U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOME-
LAND SECURITY We sued U.S. Secretary of Homeland Security 
Kristi Noem to stop her unlawful attempt to terminate Tem-
porary Protected Status (TPS) designations for Afghanistan 
and Cameroon, representing those who fled armed conflicts, 
hunger, and human rights abuses in their home countries.

https://georgetown.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=02d554b266d87766e3b452b62&id=16e9b087ad&e=8d13d9e21d
https://georgetown.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=02d554b266d87766e3b452b62&id=a78993f16b&e=8d13d9e21d
https://www.law.georgetown.edu/icap/our-work/defending-immigrants-and-sanctuary-cities/casa-v-trump-2025/
https://www.law.georgetown.edu/icap/wp-content/uploads/sites/32/2025/02/Mennonite-Church-USA-v.-U.S.-Department-of-Homeland-Security-Complaint.pdf
https://www.law.georgetown.edu/icap/our-work/defending-immigrants-and-sanctuary-cities/mennonite-church-usa-v-u-s-department-of-homeland-security/
https://georgetown.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=02d554b266d87766e3b452b62&id=0ebe29d653&e=8d13d9e21d
https://georgetown.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=02d554b266d87766e3b452b62&id=be7ef63200&e=8d13d9e21d
https://vimeo.com/1075802049/1ac4449aa5?share=copy
https://vimeo.com/1075802049/1ac4449aa5?share=copy
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3gJ2gct2MyY
https://georgetown.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=02d554b266d87766e3b452b62&id=d58b09167b&e=8d13d9e21d
https://georgetown.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=02d554b266d87766e3b452b62&id=d58b09167b&e=8d13d9e21d
https://the1a.org/segments/if-you-can-keep-it-the-lawsuits-against-the-trump-administration/
https://georgetown.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=02d554b266d87766e3b452b62&id=f32113e4c0&e=8d13d9e21d
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2025/01/january-6-pardon/681321/
https://www.justsecurity.org/109522/trump-administrations-strategy-defying-court-orders/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2025/04/07/trump-war-biglaw-lawyers-law-firms/
https://georgetown.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=02d554b266d87766e3b452b62&id=a1f51c3f4c&e=8d13d9e21d
https://georgetown.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=02d554b266d87766e3b452b62&id=a1f51c3f4c&e=8d13d9e21d
https://www.law.georgetown.edu/icap/our-work/promoting-good-government-voting-rights-whistleblowers-and-transparency/ethics-amicus-briefs-re-executive-orders-targeting-law-firms/
https://www.law.georgetown.edu/icap/our-work/defending-immigrants-and-sanctuary-cities/casa-v-kristi-noem-united-states-department-of-homeland-security/
https://georgetown.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=02d554b266d87766e3b452b62&id=21ea8d6836&e=8d13d9e21d


“ w h e n  t h e r e  a r e  n o 
l a w y e r s  t o  r e p r e s e n t 
t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  t o 
t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ’ s 
e x e c u t i v e  o v e r r e a c h , 
w e  h a v e  n o  a d v e r s a r i a l 
s y s t e m ,  n o  d u e  p r o c e s s , 
n o  r u l e  o f  l a w . ”

Mary McCord, Executive Director 
INSTITUTE FOR CONSTITUTIONAL ADVOCACY AND PROTECTION

“ a l l  p e r s o n s  b o r n  o r 
n a t u r a l i z e d  i n  t h e  u n i t e d 
s t a t e s ,  a n d  s u b j e c t  t o  
t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  t h e r e o f , 
a r e  c i t i z e n s  o f  t h e  u n i t e d 
s t a t e s  a n d  o f  t h e  s t a t e 
w h e r e i n  t h e y  r e s i d e . ” 

14th Amendment, Section 1
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On Inauguration Day, President Trump signed an 
Executive Order attempting to reinterpret the 14th 
Amendment to deny birthright citizenship to children 
born to immigrant parents unless at least one parent 
is a U.S. citizen or lawful permanent resident. 

CHALLENGING THE 
ADMINISTRATION’S BIRTHRIGHT 
CITIZENSHIP EXECUTIVE ORDER

Anticipating this move, we responded immediately. Our liti-
gation not only secured protection for our plaintiffs, but also 
shaped a national legal strategy to preserve birthright citizenship. 
 
ICAP SUES We filed a lawsuit on January 21 on behalf of five 
pregnant mothers and hundreds of thousands of members of 
two immigrant-rights organizations—CASA and the Asylum 
Seeker Advocacy Project (ASAP). The plaintiffs include preg-
nant mothers with pending asylum claims, pregnant mothers 
in the U.S. on student visas, pregnant mothers with temporary 
protected status, and pregnant mothers who are undocumented. 
 
A UNIVERSAL INJUNCTION Within two weeks of filing the 
lawsuit, a federal district judge in Maryland granted a universal 
injunction against the Executive Order, protecting not just the 
plaintiffs, but everyone across the nation who would have been 
impacted. The judge explained that the Executive Order conflicts 

I CAP  BY  THE 
N UM B E R S

ICAP lawyers  
are former U.S. 
Department of 
Justice attorneys

10
13
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“ T H E  PA R E N T S  W H O S E 
C H I L D R E N  A R E  H A RM E D 
B Y  T H I S  E X E C U T I V E  O R D E R 
H AV E  O F T E N  L I V E D , 
W O R K E D ,  A N D  PA I D  T A X E S 
H E R E  F O R  D E C A D E S .
T H E Y  A L L  WA N T  T H E I R 
U . S . – B O R N  C H I L D R E N  T O 
H AV E  T H E  S A M E  R I G H T S 
O F  C I T I Z E N S H I P  A S 
E V E R Y O N E  E L S E ,  J U S T 
A S  T H E  C O N S T I T U T I O N 
G U A R A N T E E S .”

– JOSEPH MEAD 
SPECIAL LITIGATION  
COUNSEL, ICAP

“ W I T H O U T  T H E 
P R O T E C T I O N S  
O F  U . S .  C I T I Z E N S H I P, 
T H E  T R UMP  A DM I N I S T R AT I O N  
C O U L D  E V E N  T R Y  T O 
R I P  M Y  B A B Y  AWAY 
F R OM  M E  A N D  O U R  F A M I LY 
A N D  D E P O R T  T H E M  T O 
A  C O U N T R Y  T H E Y ’ V E 
N E V E R  K N OW N .” 

– PLAINTIFF “MARIBEL”

with the plain language of the 14th Amendment, contradicts 
125-year-old binding Supreme Court precedent, and runs count-
er to the country’s history of recognizing citizenship by birth.

THE GOVERNMENT CHALLENGES UNIVERSAL INJUNCTIONS 
The Trump Administration responded by appealing our pre-
liminary injunction and two others granted to groups of state 
plaintiffs, then sought an immediate stay of the universal appli-
cation of the injunctions pending appeal. When the Adminis-
tration lost its stay motions in the district courts and courts of 
appeals, it sought emergency Supreme Court review. 
 
THE SUPREME COURT LIMITS UNIVERSAL INJUNCTIONS  
Six weeks after Supreme Court Director Kelsi Corkran argued 
the case, the Supreme Court ruled that “universal injunctions 
likely exceed the equitable authority that Congress has given 
to federal courts.” The Court granted a partial stay of the ex-
isting universal injunctions, limiting them to what is “neces-
sary to provide complete relief ” to the plaintiffs. The Supreme 
Court did not address the constitutionality of the Executive 
Order, which had been found unconstitutional in the lower 
courts. It also did not stay the injunction barring the Exec-
utive Order from being applied to the plaintiffs in our case: 
individual named pregnant mothers (some of whom had giv-
en birth) and members of CASA and ASAP. Their children 
remained protected against the Executive Order.
 
A CLASSWIDE, NATIONWIDE INJUNCTION To ensure protec-
tion for all U.S.-born children and not just those who had the 
ability to file a lawsuit, within two hours of the Supreme Court 
decision, we filed an amended class-action complaint and a 
motion seeking an immediate injunction for all babies born 
or who will be born in the United States to whom the Executive 
Order would otherwise apply. On August 7, the district court 
granted the relief requested, certifying a nationwide class of born 
and to-be-born babies that would have been denied citizenship 
under the Executive Order and enjoining the government from 
enforcing it. We look forward to continuing to protect the cher-
ished right to citizenship that the Constitution provides.

https://georgetown.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=02d554b266d87766e3b452b62&id=1d8a93858e&e=8d13d9e21d
https://georgetown.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=02d554b266d87766e3b452b62&id=8348d29926&e=8d13d9e21d
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SAFEGUARDING
CONSTITUTIONAL 
RIGHTS
I CAP  BY  THE 
N UM B E R S

SUPREME 
COURT 
BRIEFS
Filed since  
July 2024

5

F

We were honored to be  
recognized at the National 
Homelessness Law Center’s 
2024 Human Right to Housing 
Awards for our work before 
the Supreme Court in Grants 
Pass v. Johnson. Alongside 
the Oregon Law Center  
and the Oregon Justice 
Resource Center, we accept-
ed the Stewart B. McKinney 
Award for outstanding 
leadership in the movement 
to end homelessness.

H UM A N  R I G H T  T O 
H O U S I N G

L E G A L  W I N S  A N D  O N G O I N G  L I T I G AT I O N

TORRES v. MADRID After 10 years, four rounds of district 
court briefing, two appeals to the Tenth Circuit, and a trip to 
the U.S. Supreme Court, we secured compensation for Rox-
anne Torres, who was shot in the back by police who were 
looking for someone else.

TORRES v. COLLINS We obtained a final judgment barring 
unconstitutional bail practices in Hamblen County, Tennes-
see, protecting pretrial detainees too poor to afford cash bail 
or an attorney. 

LEBLANC v. MCNEAL We successfully defeated Supreme 
Court review of a Fifth Circuit victory allowing the claims of 
a prisoner who was unlawfully detained for 41 days after his 
release date to proceed.

ERMOLD v. DAVIS In the Sixth Circuit, we preserved our cli-
ents’ victory over  former county clerk, Kim Davis, who re-
peatedly refused to grant the couple a marriage license based 
solely on her religious views against same-sex marriage.

From free speech to criminal 
legal system overreach,  
our legal team defends 
constitutional rights under 
attack—especially those 
impacting marginalized 
communities. Our victories have 
helped set new precedents and 
protect the most vulnerable.

https://georgetown.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=02d554b266d87766e3b452b62&id=afef9d8252&e=8d13d9e21d
https://georgetown.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=02d554b266d87766e3b452b62&id=054f6ca57f&e=8d13d9e21d
https://georgetown.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=02d554b266d87766e3b452b62&id=054f6ca57f&e=8d13d9e21d
https://georgetown.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=02d554b266d87766e3b452b62&id=c5375270e3&e=8d13d9e21d
https://www.supremecourt.gov/DocketPDF/24/24-19/323332/20240826100915080_LeBlanc%20v.%20McNeal%20Brief%20in%20Opposition%20Filed%202024.08.26.pdf
https://www.law.georgetown.edu/icap/our-work/protecting-young-people-and-vulnerable-groups/ermold-v-davis/
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BLEDSOE v. THE DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY We successful-
ly sued on behalf of Captain Joy Bledsoe, former West Point 
valedictorian, who was denied her request to be assigned to 
noncombatant duties in the U.S. Army as a conscientious 
objector based on her religious beliefs.

BARRED BUSINESS v. KEMP We’re defending on appeal the 
preliminary injunction we obtained in Georgia barring a new 
state law that would have imposed severe restrictions on the 
payment of charitable cash bail. 

FRAZIER v. PRINCE GEORGE’S COUNTY We’re challenging 
the constitutionality of the pretrial detention practice in 
Prince George’s County, Maryland, by which judges defer de-
tention decisions to the county’s corrections department.

SOUTHEASTERN SYNOD v. FINNEY We’re challenging the 
constitutionality of a new Tennessee law that criminaliz-
es providing shelter to people who are undocumented, even 
when there is no intent to conceal them.

WELTY v. DUNAWAY We’re defending on appeal an injunction 
against another new Tennessee law that criminalizes the “re-
cruitment” of a pregnant minor for the purpose of procuring 
an abortion—even in a state where abortion is legal—with no 
definition of whether “recruitment” includes “counseling.”

A.B. v. HOLCOMB We’re representing child victims of abuse 
and neglect in Indiana seeking to challenge the deliberate in-
difference to their basic needs in the state’s foster care system.

“ T E N  Y E A R S  A F T E R  S H E 
WA S  S H O T  B Y  P O L I C E , 
R O X A N N E  T O R R E S  F I N A L LY 
R E C E I V E D  J U S T I C E .”

– KELSI CORKRAN 
SUPREME COURT  
DIRECTOR, ICAP

“ E V E N  A  C H U R C H 
O F F E R I N G  S H E LT E R  
C O U L D  B E  C R I M I N A L I Z E D 
U N D E R  T E N N E S S E E ’ S  
N E W  L AW.  W E ’ R E 
F I G H T I N G  T O  S T O P  T H AT .”

– ELIZABETH CRUIKSHANK 
SENIOR COUNSEL, ICAP

I CAP  BY  THE 
N UM B E R S

FEDERAL 
DISTRICT 
COURT  
FILINGS
In just one  
year alone
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https://www.law.georgetown.edu/icap/our-work/safeguarding-first-amendment-rights/bledsoe-v-the-department-of-the-army/
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https://www.law.georgetown.edu/icap/our-work/reforming-criminal-justice/frazier-v-prince-georges-county/
https://www.law.georgetown.edu/icap/our-work/reforming-criminal-justice/frazier-v-prince-georges-county/
https://www.law.georgetown.edu/icap/our-work/defending-immigrants-and-sanctuary-cities/southeastern-synod-v-finney/
https://www.law.georgetown.edu/icap/our-work/defending-immigrants-and-sanctuary-cities/southeastern-synod-v-finney/
https://www.law.georgetown.edu/icap/our-work/safeguarding-first-amendment-rights/welty-v-dunaway/
https://www.law.georgetown.edu/icap/our-work/protecting-young-people-and-vulnerable-groups/a-b-v-holcomb/
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PRESERVING
PUBLIC 
SAFETY

Public safety requires both 
strong institutions and strong 
safeguards. We defended 
gun safety laws, supported 
law enforcement policies that 
protect community safety, 
and prepared to challenge the 
misuse of military authorities 
for domestic law enforcement.

C O N S T I T U T I O N A L 
P R O T E S T  G U I D E

With protests rising across 
the country, we have  
witnessed a surge in 
demand for our Consti-
tutional Protest Guide—a 
comprehensive toolkit that 
equips public officials with  
legal options for protecting 
public safety while  
preserving constitutional 
rights at public events. 

L I T I G AT I O N

WOLFORD v. LOPEZ We secured a favorable decision from the 
Ninth Circuit, largely upholding the constitutionality of Ha-
wai’i’s gun safety law barring firearms in sensitive places like 
parks and beaches and its default rule banning firearms on 
private property without owner consent.

COMBATTING GUN VIOLENCE We supported state and local 
bans on firearms in sensitive places and bans on assault-style 
weapons and high-capacity magazines through amicus briefs 
on behalf of the U.S. Conference of Mayors.

SUPPORTING LOCAL AND STATE LAW ENFORCEMENT  
We represented the Major Cities Chiefs Association, the 
Police Executive Research Forum, and dozens of current 
and former national security officials, law enforcement of-
ficers, and prosecutors, in explaining to the Supreme Court 
in Garland v. VanDerStok why ATF’s “ghost gun” regula-
tion is critical to preventing untraceable weapons from 
falling into the hands of malign actors (including domes-
tic violent extremists), and to allowing law enforcement to  

https://georgetown.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=02d554b266d87766e3b452b62&id=a00df98ddb&e=8d13d9e21d
https://georgetown.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=02d554b266d87766e3b452b62&id=a00df98ddb&e=8d13d9e21d
https://georgetown.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=02d554b266d87766e3b452b62&id=74f161afa7&e=8d13d9e21d
https://www.law.georgetown.edu/icap/wp-content/uploads/sites/32/2024/05/USCM-Amicus-Brief.pdf
https://www.law.georgetown.edu/icap/wp-content/uploads/sites/32/2023/11/Hanson-v.-DC-USCM-Amicus-Brief-Filed-10.25.23.pdf
https://www.law.georgetown.edu/icap/wp-content/uploads/sites/32/2023/11/Hanson-v.-DC-USCM-Amicus-Brief-Filed-10.25.23.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/DocketPDF/23/23-852/316182/20240702114257584_23-852%20Amicus%20Brief-VanDerStok-FINAL%20PDFA.pdf
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detect and prevent firearms trafficking. The Supreme Court 
upheld ATF’s rule in March 2025.

STATE EX REL. ROKITA v. MONROE COUNTY SHERIFF’S  
OFFICE We continue to defend the sheriff in Monroe Coun-
ty, Indiana, whose policy of protecting his community by not 
entangling his deputies in federal immigration enforcement 
except where required by law is being challenged by the state 
Attorney General. (Our representation of the sheriff in this 
case builds upon our prior work successfully defending cit-
ies’ welcoming ordinances in Indiana.)

M I L I TA R Y  A U T H O R I T Y  A N D  R U L E  O F  L AW

We are prepared to challenge the misuse of the U.S. Armed 
Forces and National Guard units for domestic law enforce-
ment. We have provided briefings to state and local elected 
officials, members of Congress, and community leaders to 
help them understand the limits of those authorities, legal 
options for challenging misuse, and the dangers of using the 
military for domestic law enforcement.

C OM B AT T I N G  P O L I T I C A L  V I O L E N C E  A N D  PA R AM I L I TA R I E S

ICAP’s expertise on political violence and paramilitary ac-
tivity is regularly called upon by the media, government 
officials, law enforcement, and the public. We have written 
numerous articles about the evolving threat of unlawful pri-
vate paramilitary groups since the attack on the U.S. Capi-
tol in 2021. We have testified in support of state efforts to 
combat private paramilitaries, including the introduction 
of legislation based on ICAP’s model state anti-paramili-
tary-activity bill. We have hosted webinars and spoken at 
conferences of elected officials, law enforcement, union 
leaders, journalists, and others about the threat of political 
violence and how communities can address it.

Can the president deploy 
Marines in Los Angeles? 
We’re answering that ques-
tion—and helping lawmakers 
prepare for potential abuse 
of military power. You can 
watch our Executive Director 
Mary McCord explain the 
legal issues on CSPAN’s 
Washington Journal, at a 
panel discussion sponsored 
by the Reiss Center on Law 
and National Security at 
NYU, on the Main Justice 
podcast, or during Mary’s 
testimony at a Senate 
spotlight forum on the 
administration’s mass depor-
tation policy and its impacts 
on constitutional rights.

T H E  L I M I T S  O F  D O M E S T I C 
M I L I TA R Y  P OW E R

https://georgetown.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=02d554b266d87766e3b452b62&id=3cbbd71069&e=8d13d9e21d
https://georgetown.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=02d554b266d87766e3b452b62&id=131e1b39b1&e=8d13d9e21d
https://georgetown.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=02d554b266d87766e3b452b62&id=7985c43469&e=8d13d9e21d
https://georgetown.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=02d554b266d87766e3b452b62&id=9e9d00c206&e=8d13d9e21d
https://georgetown.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=02d554b266d87766e3b452b62&id=9e9d00c206&e=8d13d9e21d
https://georgetown.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=02d554b266d87766e3b452b62&id=5940fd2e73&e=8d13d9e21d
https://georgetown.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=02d554b266d87766e3b452b62&id=5940fd2e73&e=8d13d9e21d
https://georgetown.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=02d554b266d87766e3b452b62&id=19d0a24b6f&e=8d13d9e21d
https://georgetown.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=02d554b266d87766e3b452b62&id=6275a2624b&e=8d13d9e21d
https://georgetown.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=02d554b266d87766e3b452b62&id=256f8feaec&e=8d13d9e21d
https://georgetown.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=02d554b266d87766e3b452b62&id=256f8feaec&e=8d13d9e21d


26 27INSTITUTE FOR CONSTITUTIONAL ADVOCACY AND PROTECTION ANNUAL REPORT 2025

VOL. CLXXIV . . . . No. 60,611 © 2025  The New York Times Company THURSDAY, AUGUST 14, 2025

C M Y K Nxxx,2025-08-14,A,001,Bs-4C,E1

U(D54G1D)y+@!%![!$!,

NEW DELHI — Indians eat a
mind-boggling array of street
food.

They nosh on pakoras, or vege-
table fritters; jalebis, which are
deep-fried coils of fermented bat-
ter dunked in sugar syrup; and
papdi chaat, a tart and spicy
mélange of crunchy fried dough,
yogurt and spices — to name just

a few. The snacks, often washed
down with chai, are ubiquitous,
filling and relatively cheap.

But the king of street food —
and one of India’s most famous cu-
linary exports — is the samosa.
The deep-fried, plump and trian-
gular piece of flaky dough has
crisp edges, encasing a heavily
spiced potato stuffing. Usually
served with tangy and sweet
condiments, they cost as little as
15 cents at food carts or stalls
throughout the country.

So, when a recent government
advisory put samosas — along
with other deep-fried Indian
snacks and Western foods such as
burgers and French fries — on a
list of things that should be eaten
in moderation because of their
high oil and sugar content, there
was an unsurprising outcry. Social
media erupted with memes, and
Indian media chimed in to say the
country’s most iconic bites were
under attack.

A love of the samosa is “in-

grained in us,” said Rana Safvi, a
cultural historian, who said it
served as both street food and
comfort food. If the government
had targeted only burgers or
pizza, people wouldn’t have cared,
she said. “Samosa is something
that is too close to them.”

Some news outlets fueled the
backlash by likening the directive
to health warnings on cigarettes.

The actual advisory was consid-

King of Indian Street Food Gets a Warning, and the People Rebel
By ANUPREETA DAS 

and HARI KUMAR

A health advisory was issued
for the much-loved samosa.

ANINDITO MUKHERJEE FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

Continued on Page A6

PARIS — The culture wars
have come for air-conditioning, at
least in France.

In July, as a heat wave broiled
much of Europe, feelings about
air-conditioning suddenly became
a political litmus test.

Marine Le Pen, the far-right
leader in France, declared that
she would deploy a “major air-
conditioning equipment plan”
around the country if her national-
ist party eventually came to
power. Marine Tondelier, the head
of France’s Green party, scoffed at
Ms. Le Pen’s idea and, instead,
suggested solutions to warming
temperatures that included
“greening” cities and making
buildings more energy efficient.

An opinion essay in Le Figaro, a
conservative newspaper, de-
fended air-conditioning because
“making our fellow citizens sweat
limits learning, reduces working
hours and clogs up hospitals.”
Libération, a left-wing daily, wrote
that the technology was “an envi-
ronmental aberration that must
be overcome” because it blows hot
air onto streets and guzzles up
precious energy.

“Is air-conditioning a far-right
thing?” one talk show asked, re-
flecting how divisive the issue had
become.

While France’s heated discus-

To Cool, or Not,
Swings Political
As France Broils

By AURELIEN BREEDEN
and JOSH HOLDER

Continued on Page A7

BERLIN — European leaders
said on Wednesday that they had
hammered out a strategy with
President Trump for his sched-
uled meeting with President Vla-
dimir V. Putin of Russia on Friday
in Alaska to discuss ending the
war in Ukraine, including an in-
sistence that any peace plan must
start with a cease-fire and not be
negotiated without Ukraine at the
table.

The trans-Atlantic discussions
on Wednesday were a last-minute
effort by European leaders to
close ranks with Mr. Trump ahead
of the Friday meeting. They came
in a video call arranged by Chan-
cellor Friedrich Merz of Germany.
It included Mr. Trump, Vice Presi-
dent JD Vance, President Volo-
dymyr Zelensky of Ukraine and
several other European leaders
with strong relationships with Mr.
Trump, including Prime Minister
Giorgia Meloni of Italy.

Mr. Zelensky traveled to Berlin
for the meeting and briefed re-
porters afterward with Mr. Merz.

“We had a truly exceptionally
constructive and good conversa-
tion” with the president, Mr. Merz
said. “There is hope for move-
ment, there is hope for peace in
Ukraine,” he added.

Mr. Trump is famously mercuri-
al, including on the issue of
Ukraine. At several points in re-
cent weeks, his European allies
have believed they were succeed-
ing in bringing him onboard with
their strategies — only for him to
warm to Mr. Putin’s overtures, as
he did in agreeing to the hastily
scheduled bilateral meeting.

After the meeting, though, Mr.
Trump sounded pleased with his
allies. “We had a very good call,”
he said after an event at the Ken-
nedy Center in Washington. “I
would rate it a 10. Very friendly.”

Mr. Trump said he would call
Mr. Zelensky, then European lead-
ers, after the Alaska meeting. If
that meeting goes well, he said, he
would like to meet soon with Mr.
Putin and Mr. Zelensky together.

He said “there will be very se-
vere consequences” for Russia if
Mr. Putin does not agree to stop
the war after the Friday meeting.
Asked if he believed he could per-
suade Mr. Putin on Friday to stop
targeting Ukrainian civilians, Mr.
Trump said no.

“I’ve had that conversation
with him,” Mr. Trump said. “I’ve
had a lot of good conversations
with him, and then I go home and
see a rocket hit a nursing home, or
a rocket hit an apartment building
and people are laying dead in the
streets.”

Both Mr. Merz and Mr. Zelensky
told reporters that Mr. Trump had
agreed to five principles for the
talks with Mr. Putin. They include
keeping Ukraine “at the table” for
follow-up meetings on the war and
refusing to discuss peace terms, 

EUROPE’S LEADERS
SAY TRUMP BACKS 
GOALS ON UKRAINE

PLAN FOR RUSSIA TALKS

Zelensky Must Be Part of
Any Peace Deal With

Putin, Allies Insist

By JIM TANKERSLEY

Kateryna Bidnenko mourned her boyfriend, Andriy Savon, a Ukrainian sergeant who was killed in a Russian drone attack this week.
FINBARR O’REILLY FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

Continued on Page A8

A long-running campaign fight
over New York City’s soaring
housing costs reignited this week
around an unlikely spark: the
$2,300-a-month rent-stabilized
apartment occupied by Zohran
Mamdani, the Democratic nomi-
nee for mayor.

It began Friday afternoon,
when his leading rival, former
Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo, unex-
pectedly attacked Mr. Mamdani,
who makes $142,000 as a state as-
semblyman, for occupying an af-
fordable unit in Astoria, Queens,
that he said should go to a needier
New Yorker.

By Tuesday, the broadside had
escalated into a multiday war of
words that put Mr. Mamdani, the
front-runner in the race, on the de-
fensive and highlighted the candi-
dates’ competing visions for how
to bring down runaway costs in
one of the world’s most expensive
cities.

The particulars were bitterly
personal. Mr. Cuomo accused Mr.
Mamdani of “callous theft” and
proposed a new law named after
him to means-test who can live in
the city’s roughly one million rent-
stabilized units. Mr. Mamdani
called it “petty vindictiveness”
and blamed the former governor
and the real estate developers
who fund Mr. Cuomo’s campaigns
for the city’s housing shortage.

Yet the barbs also pointed to
more fundamental differences
that could shape November’s gen-
eral election over who should ben-
efit from government regulation
of housing costs and assistance to
those in need.

A 33-year-old democratic so-
cialist, Mr. Mamdani handily de-
feated Mr. Cuomo and other Dem-
ocratic rivals in June’s primary
with proposals to raise taxes on
the rich to expand the city’s social
services. He wants free universal
child care, buses that are free for
all riders, a rent freeze on stabi-
lized units and new housing con-

In Mayor Race,
Candidates Hit
A Nerve: Rents

Cuomo Jabs Mamdani
on Apartment Cost

By NICHOLAS FANDOS

Continued on Page A19

Employers in New York City
significantly reduced hiring in the
first half of the year, adding just
956 private-sector jobs, the city’s
slowest growth in payrolls outside
a recession in decades.

During the same period last
year, companies in the city hired
66,000 additional workers, ac-
cording to data from the city’s Of-
fice of Management and Budget.
But companies have since slowed
their hiring, and major industries
that fuel New York’s economy —
finance and insurance; hospital-
ity; and retail — have shed jobs.

Around the country, the labor
market has started showing
cracks as the effects of President
Trump’s economic policies begin
to settle in. Other large cities have
also seen sluggish job growth,
with metro areas like Los Angeles,
San Francisco and San Jose all
losing a small number of jobs so
far this year.

“The New York City economy
has gone sideways so far this
year,” said Mark Zandi, the chief
economist of Moody’s Analytics.
“New York is a leading indicator,
and the flattening of employment
is now showing up nationally.”

The sharp slowdown in New
York City’s labor market followed
a resurgence last year in the local
economy, which emerged slowly
from the pandemic but reached a
record level of employment, with
record bonuses for Wall Street
workers.

Now, the labor market in the
largest municipal economy in the
country appears notably weaker.
The pace of job growth this year is 

New York City
Sees Nosedive
In Job Growth

By MATTHEW HAAG

Continued on Page A20

PALO ALTO, Calif. — For dec-
ades, the Crescent Park neighbor-
hood of Palo Alto represented the
dream of California living.

Doctors, lawyers, business ex-
ecutives and Stanford University
professors lived in charming
homes under oak, redwood and
magnolia trees. The houses, an
eclectic mix including Craftsman
homes and bungalows, were filled
with families who became fast
friends. The annual block parties
heaved with people. Daily life was
tranquil, and the soundtrack was
one of children laughing as they
rode their bicycles and played in
one another’s gardens.

Then Mark Zuckerberg moved
in.

Since his arrival 14 years ago,
Crescent Park’s neighborhood
tranquillity and even many of its
actual neighbors have vanished.
Residents hardly ever see the
Facebook founder, now worth
about $270 billion, but they feel his
presence every day.

Mr. Zuckerberg has used Edge-
wood Drive and Hamilton Avenue
like a Monopoly game board,
spending more than $110 million
to scoop up at least 11 houses. He
has offered owners as much as
$14.5 million, double or even triple

what the homes are worth, and
neighbors have seen one family
after another leave.

Several of his properties sit
empty in a notoriously crunched
housing market. He has turned
five of them into a compound with
a main house for him, his wife,
Priscilla Chan, and their three
daughters, along with guest
homes, lush gardens, a nearby
pickleball court and a pool that
can be covered with a hydrofloor.
A seven-foot statue depicting Ms.
Chan in a silver, flowing robe,
which Mr. Zuckerberg commis-
sioned last year, sits on the prop-
erty.

The compound is encircled by a
high row of hedges, and there is no
such thing as knocking on the
front door to borrow a cup of sug-

Tranquil Neighborhood, Then Zuckerberg Came
By HEATHER KNIGHT A Tech Mogul Buys Up

Homes to Assemble
His Compound

Security is tight around Mark Zuckerberg’s properties in the Crescent Park area of Palo Alto, Calif.
PHOTOGRAPHS BY LOREN ELLIOTT FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES
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The discount grocer is set to open hun-
dreds more stores, fueled by a nearly
cultlike following. PAGE B1

Behind Aldi, Passionate Fans
The humble ramps that ease your way
into the city’s bodegas often possess
their own kind of beauty. PAGE C6

Creations in Concrete

With pride and cash at stake, W.N.B.A.
players fuel competitive fires in prac-
tice with deep shooting contests that
date to the league’s early days. PAGE B6

SPORTS B6-9

Halfcourt Bragging Rights Jennifer Weiner PAGE A22

OPINION A22-23

A long list of events, and Michelle
Obama and Justice Ketanji Brown
Jackson, drew big crowds. PAGE D1

Lighting Up Martha’s Vineyard
The U.S. trimmed or dropped criticism
of countries that President Trump sees
as close partners. PAGE A9

Human Rights Report Edited

The president announced a new class 
of honorees for the Kennedy Center in
Washington, and said that he would host
this year’s ceremony himself. PAGE A17

Trump Is Back as M.C.

The nation’s universities are facing a
series of financial crises — fueled in
part by the White House — and uncer-
tainty is looming for students. PAGE A15

Austerity Infiltrating Colleges

President Trump has become the semi-
conductor sector’s top decision maker,
even calling for a C.E.O.’s firing. PAGE B1

BUSINESS B1-5

Chief of the Chip Industry
Employees at a Montana lumber plant
were promised a “golden age” for
American industry. Instead, blue-collar
workers are slipping behind. PAGE A11

NATIONAL A11-21

‘They Gave Up on Us’
The Trump administration wants to
replace “divisive” language in exhibits
displayed by the institution. PAGE C1

ARTS 

Smithsonian Under Scrutiny
The deaths of 31 people in a nursing
home exposed flaws in the nation’s
emergency planning. PAGE A4

INTERNATIONAL A4-10

Deadly Flood Shocks China
The model and influencer Isabelle
Boemeke is doing her best to make
nuclear energy seem cool. PAGE D5

THURSDAY STYLES 

Fusion, Fission and Fashion

THE WEATHER

Prices in Canada may be higher $4.00

Today, a mix of clouds and sun, hu-
mid, a thunderstorm in spots, high
86. Tonight, an early thunderstorm,
low 72. Tomorrow, not as humid,
high 87. Weather map, Page B10.
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VIDEO As clemency grants have fallen, lawyers are
hiring filmmakers to produce videos designed
to persuade governors to reduce the sentences
of their incarcerated clients. In a Times Opin-
ion video, Matt Nadel, one such filmmaker,
shared his playbook. nytimes.com/opinion

WORKOUT Whether you are new to fitness or looking to
break an exercise plateau, you need to test
yourself occasionally. Find tried-and-tested
self-assessments for strength, balance and
cardiovascular fitness at nytimes.com/well.

NEWSLETTER In The Veggie, Tanya Sichynsky shares vege-
tarian recipes for weeknight cooking, packed
lunches and dinner parties. Sign up to receive
it weekly at nytimes.com/newsletters.

“If we want to look at marauding mobs,
look at Jan. 6.”
MARY McCORD, the director of the Institute for Constitutional Advocacy and
Protection at Georgetown Law, on President Trump saying he needed to send in
the National Guard to secure the nation’s capital, a different reaction than on 
Jan. 6, 2021 — the most lawless day in recent Washington history. Page A16.

Quote of the Day

A few years ago, Austria adopted a climate
policy that taxed carbon emissions, but
with a twist: The government sent the
money back to taxpayers.

The idea was to reduce the use of fossil
fuels but keep Austrians spending. If the
plan worked, it would make a dent in the
country’s greenhouse gas output but not
the national economy.

This year a new government scrapped
that plan. But only half of it.

Austria’s leaders decided to keep the tax
but eliminate the rebate payments, which
they called the Klimabonus. The decision
was a welcome one to supporters of sharp-
er emissions reductions.

Austria is a relatively small country with
a relatively light contribution to global
emissions. Still, it has pledged to reach
carbon neutrality by 2040, a decade ahead
of the European Union target. Its carbon
tax plan was meant to be a politically sus-
tainable pillar of that effort.

The goal was to prod people to change
their habits, like deciding to drive less and
walk or take the bus instead, without dent-
ing overall consumer spending or making
people furious about higher energy costs.
The Klimabonus varied by region, with
people receiving more money if they had
less access to public transportation, and
thus less ability to change their habits. Last
year, the annual payment ranged from 145
euros to 290 euros for an adult resident.

Similar tax-and-refund ideas have ani-
mated a long line of American climate
policy proposals that lawmakers and policy
experts have tried to push through Con-
gress, dating to the Obama administration.

Those plans never got off the ground in
the United States, but they have in other
countries. Canada started taxing carbon in
2019 and refunding most of the revenue.
That experiment ended abruptly this year,
when the new prime minister, Mark Carney,
canceled both the tax and the refund pay-
ments. The tax had drawn strong criticism
from voters at a time of high energy prices
and high inflation. Experts suggested that
voters didn’t see the refund as an offset, in
part because the government didn’t explain
it very well.

That wasn’t what happened in Austria.
The Klimabonus wasn’t a runaway hit with
voters, said Sigrid Stagl, an economist and
the founder of the Institute for Ecological
Economics at the Vienna University of
Economics and Business. But it was popu-
lar enough that lawmakers decided to keep
the carbon tax even when energy prices
jumped. The bonus was, she said, “sort of
the political defense mechanism” that
saved the tax.

What appears to have killed the bonus
but saved the tax was cold, hard budget
math.

Austria’s economy is stuck in a recession,
and its budget deficit has swelled. To com-
ply with European Union rules, the new
government had to reduce that deficit by
some combination of spending cuts, higher
taxes and stimulating economic activity.

Eliminating the bonus saved 2 billion
euros, or about $2.3 billion, a year. Cutting
the tax would have wiped that savings out.

The chancellor, Christian Stocker, told me
there was another reason to scrap the
rebate: It wasn’t working like the theory
suggested it would.

Austria’s emissions have fallen since the
pandemic, though it’s unclear how much of
that is attributable to the carbon tax. Mr.
Stocker and the vice chancellor, Andreas
Babler, both stressed to me that their gov-
ernment remained committed to the 2040
net-zero target.

But Mr. Stocker said the Klimabonus was
not just meant to be a climate measure.

“It was also a compensation payment to
maintain disposable income,” he said. And
when it was sent to Austrians, the money
“remained in savings accounts at banks. It
did not go into consumption. And therefore,
the effect we expected was not achieved.”

If you squint, you can see some parallels
to Republicans’ recent efforts to hollow out
of the climate measures signed into law by
former President Joseph R. Biden. But they
only go so far.

Mr. Biden and his team built their law
around tax incentives meant to spur invest-
ment and consumer spending on emissions-
reducing technologies like solar power and
electric vehicles. By repealing most of those
incentives, congressional Republicans
generated budget savings to partially offset
other tax cuts they liked better. They could-
n’t have done that with a carbon tax.

Then again, it seems unlikely that Con-
gress would have passed one in the first
place.

Every week in this space, we’re bringing you 
the Climate Forward newsletter. Subscribe at
nytimes.com/newsletters.

Climate Forward

Austria has pledged to reach carbon neutrality by 2040, prodding its citizens to change their habits in an effort to reduce emissions.
JOE KLAMAR/AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE — GETTY IMAGES

A Carbon Tax Plan With Mixed Results
Austria has tried a combination of
taxes and rebates to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions.

By JIM TANKERSLEY

Companies Are Pouring Billions Into A.I. It Has Yet to Pay Off.
Nearly eight in 10 companies have reported using generative artifi-

cial intelligence, but just as many have reported “no significant bottom-
line impact,” according to research from McKinsey & Company. It could
be years before the technology delivers a payoff, Steve Lohr reported.

White House Announces Comprehensive Review of Smithsonian
Exhibitions The Trump administration will begin a review of exhi-

bitions at the Smithsonian Institution, giving museums 120 days to
replace “ideologically driven language with unifying, historically accu-
rate and constructive descriptions.” Some historians are concerned by
the political interference in an institution long viewed as independent.

Cuomo’s Attack on Mamdani’s Apartment Struck a New York
Nerve A long-running campaign fight over New York City’s soar-

ing housing costs reignited this week when former Gov. Andrew M.
Cuomo attacked Zohran Mamdani, his rival in the city’s mayoral race,
for living in a $2,300-a-month rent-stabilized apartment. The war of
words highlighted the candidates’ competing visions for how to bring
down runaway costs in one of the world’s most expensive cities.

Cristiano Ronaldo and Georgina Rodríguez Are Engaged, 
But All Eyes Are on the Ring Georgina Rodríguez, the longtime

girlfriend of the soccer star Cristiano Ronaldo, announced the couple’s
engagement by posting a picture of her hand adorned with a massive
oval-cut diamond. “To wear this stone regularly, you’re going to need a
finger reconstruction surgery,” one social media influencer said.

Today’s Top Trending Headlines

August 14, 2015. The Sesame Workshop, the 

nonprofit organization that produces “Sesame

Street,” signed a five-year deal with HBO, The Times

reported. The agreement helped alleviate funding

pressures Sesame Workshop had been facing be-

cause of declining DVD sales and strengthened

HBO’s standing as a source of children’s program-

ming. With the cable network’s backing, Sesame

Workshop was able to produce more episodes of

“Sesame Street” and explore spinoff series. Sesame

Workshop renewed the agreement in 2019, but last

year, HBO’s parent company, Warner Bros. Discov-

ery, let it expire. In May, Netflix secured a streaming

deal that will allow new “Sesame Street” episodes to

air simultaneously on Netflix, PBS and PBS Kids.

A Headline From History

BERT AND ERNIE TAKE 
THEIR ACT TO HBO 
IN ‘SESAME STREET’ DEAL
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OUR INFLUENCE From defending citizenship  
to safeguarding elections, 
ICAP’s voice is sought out  
by media, policymakers, and 
academics alike. 
M E D I A 

ICAP attorneys are regularly featured in print, broadcast, 
and online media for their expertise in constitutional and 
rule-of-law matters.

Executive Director Mary McCord regularly appears on  
MSNBC, NBC, and PBS, as well as NPR programs including 
1A, Here and Now, and On Point. She provides legal analysis 
on election-related threats, executive overreach and separa-
tion of powers, the judicial response to litigation challenging 
the administration’s actions, domestic extremism, and na-
tional security matters.  The award-winning MSNBC pod-
cast she co-hosts with Andrew Weissmann, “Main Justice,” 
provides a weekly deep dive into the legality of executive ac-
tions and how they are being prosecuted and defended by 
the Department of Justice. And she regularly publishes ar-
ticles and op-eds in the Washington Post, Just Security, the 
Atlantic, and Bloomberg Law, among others.

Other ICAP attorneys have also appeared in major media 
outlets, including Legal Director Rupa Bhattacharyya dis-
cussing the birthright citizenship case on ABC News Live; 
Senior Counsel William Powell being quoted in the Wash-
ington Post on the atmosphere of fear created by Tennessee’s 
new criminal harboring law; and Supreme Court Director 
Kelsi Corkran being quoted in papers across the country 
explaining why 27 religious groups sued to protect houses 
of worship from ICE raids.

“ I  W O U L D  S AY  W H AT 
T O  K E E P  Y O U R  E Y E  O N 
I N  T H I S  S PA C E — O R 
I N  E V E R Y T H I N G  T H E 
S U P R E M E  C O U R T  
D O E S— I S  H OW  P OW E R 
I S  B E I N G  T R A N S F E R R E D 
A M O N G  T H E  B R A N C H E S .” 

– KELSI CORKRAN 
SUPREME COURT  
DIRECTOR, ICAP,
SPEAKING AT NYU’S 
SUPREME COURT REVIEW 
OF THE 2024-2025 TERM

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=15BvxgGKXg0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=15BvxgGKXg0
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G O V E R NM E N T  E N G A G E M E N T

ICAP attorneys are regularly asked to testify or offer opinions 
to members of congress and state elected officials across the 
country on issues related to constitutional rights, political vi-
olence, and legislative initiatives to protect public safety.  On 
the Senate side alone, Mary testified in the past year about 
the impact of the Supreme Court’s immunity decision, the 
need for the Department of Justice to be independent from 
the White House, and the effects of mass deportation policies 
on due process and other constitutional rights. 

C I V I C  E N G A G E M E N T

ICAP attorneys also teach and speak at scores of conferences 
and webinars each year, including:

TRAINING Providing training on constitutional law for select 
high school teachers from across the country, through Street 
Law and the Supreme Court Historical Society.

CONFERENCES Speaking at conferences of the U.S. Confer-
ence of Mayors, Major City Chiefs Association, American 
Bar Association, the National Association of Black Law En-
forcement Executives, the Eradicate Hate Global Summit, the 
Washington Council of Lawyers, the American Constitution 
Society, and the Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights.

ACADEMICS Presenting at academic institutions including 
Cardozo Law, Princeton University, the Aspen Institute, the 
Center for Ethics and the Rule of Law, William & Mary Law 
School, the Reiss Center on Law and National Security, and 
George Mason Law School.

“ T H E  S P E A K E R S  W E R E 
P H E N OM E N A L . . . [ T H E 
I C A P  AT T O R N E Y S ] 
D E M O N S T R AT E D  E M PAT H Y 
A N D  U N D E R S TA N D I N G 
O F  T H E  C H A L L E N G E 
W E  F A C E  T O  W O R K 
T OWA R D  E Q U A L I T Y  A N D 
F A I R N E S S .”

– SUMMER INSTITUTE 
TEACHER PARTICIPANTS

I CAP  BY  THE 
N UM B E R S

AMICUS 
BRIEFS
Filed since ICAP’S 
launch in 2017

100



“ w h e n  t h e r e  a r e  n o 
l a w y e r s  t o  r e p r e s e n t 
t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  t o 
t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ’ s 
e x e c u t i v e  o v e r r e a c h , 
w e  h a v e  n o  a d v e r s a r i a l 
s y s t e m ,  n o  d u e  p r o c e s s , 
n o  r u l e  o f  l a w . ”

Mary McCord, Executive Director 
INSTITUTE FOR CONSTITUTIONAL ADVOCACY AND PROTECTION

“ w h e n  t h e r e  a r e  n o 
l a w y e r s  t o  r e p r e s e n t 
t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  t o 
t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ’ s 
e x e c u t i v e  o v e r r e a c h , 
w e  h a v e  n o  a d v e r s a r i a l 
s y s t e m ,  n o  d u e  p r o c e s s , 
n o  r u l e  o f  l a w . ”

Mary McCord, Executive Director 
INSTITUTE FOR CONSTITUTIONAL ADVOCACY AND PROTECTION
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Legal Battles in the Headlines
Our cases don’t just make headlines—they shape 
the future of constitutional rights. 

CASA V. TRUMP

Immigrant groups file lawsuit 
in Maryland over Trump’s 
order on birthright citizenship

Trump birthright citizenship 
order could leave U.S.-born 
babies of asylum-seekers 
‘stateless,’ attorneys say

Judge Blocks Trump’s 
Birthright Citizenship Order 
Nationwide

What is birthright citizenship 
and what happens after the 
Supreme Court ruling?

CASA V. KRISTI NOEM & U.S. 
DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY

Exclusive: Trump Admin 
Faces Lawsuit Over Ending 
More Migrant Protections

MENNONITE CHURCH USA V. U.S. 
DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY

27 religious groups sue 
Trump administration to 
protect houses of worship 
from immigration arrests
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Trump Is Siccing ICE  
on Churches. The Pastors  
Are Fighting Back.

Religious Groups  
Sue Homeland Security  
Over Immigration Arrests

SOUTHEASTERN SYNOD V. FINNEY

Lawsuit challenges Tennessee 
law against ‘harboring’ 
undocumented people

ELCA synod sues Tennessee 
over ban on harboring  
illegal immigrants

CATHOLIC CHARITIES OF THE  
RIO GRANDE VALLEY

Judge denies Texas AG’s 
request to depose  
Catholic Charities

BROWN V. YOST

Ohio’s ballot initiative 
procedures debated before  
full Sixth Circuit

ERMOLD V. DAVIS

KY clerk who denied 
marriage licenses to  
same-sex couples loses 
another round in court

ETHICS AMICUS BRIEFS RE: EXECUTIVE 
ORDERS TARGETING LAW FIRMS

Law Firms Made Deals  
With Trump. Now He Wants 
More From Them.

JOLT V. PAXTON

Ken Paxton agrees to 
pause its investigation into 
Texas civic group’s voter 
registration efforts
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I CAP  BY  THE 
N UM B E R S

Student hours 
devoted to ICAP 
each year

4.2K

Training the Next Generation  
of Public Interest Lawyers
At ICAP, shaping the future of constitutional advocacy doesn’t start 
or stop in the courtroom. Through immersive legal education and 
mentorship, we prepare law students to become principled, strategic 
defenders of civil rights and democratic institutions.

E
CONSTITUTIONAL IMPACT LITIGATION 
PRACTICUM-SEMINAR

ach fall and spring semes-
ter, ICAP offers a practi-
cum seminar at George-
town Law that combines 
rigorous classroom learn-
ing with hands-on litiga-

tion experience. Students receive aca-
demic credit while contributing directly 
to ICAP’s active cases and policy work. 

The students are embedded in litigation 
teams where they have the opportunity to 
provide research support in developing le-
gal theories; produce first drafts of motions 
and sections of legal briefs; participate in 
meetings with clients and partner organi-
zations; and contribute to policy initiatives 
including guidance documents and draft 
legislation. In weekly seminar sessions, stu-
dents analyze the legal doctrines that shape 
constitutional impact litigation—often in 
conversation with the very attorneys who 
litigated the cases under discussion.  

Many Georgetown Law alumni of the 
ICAP practicum have gone on to dis-
tinguished public-interest careers—fed-
eral and state clerkships, fellowships at 
public-interest organizations, and roles 
within the U.S. Department of Justice 
and other federal departments and 
agencies. Empowering the next genera-
tion of public-interest legal leaders re-
mains a cornerstone of our mission.

DOMESTIC VIOLENT EXTREMISM  
SEMINAR

Taught each spring by Mary McCord, 
this seminar explores the legal, historical, 
and constitutional dimensions of domes-
tic violent extremism. Students examine 
the root causes and drivers of extremist 
violence, existing laws (and gaps in those 
laws),  and the implications of regulation 
on constitutional rights. Each student 
produces a final paper that proposes an 
original policy solution to a real-world 
problem involving domestic extremism.



36 INSTITUTE FOR CONSTITUTIONAL ADVOCACY AND PROTECTIONINSTITUTE FOR CONSTITUTIONAL ADVOCACY AND PROTECTION36

Our Team

LEADERSHIP

Mary B. McCord, Executive Director and Visiting Professor of Law

Rupa Bhattacharyya, Legal Director

Kelsi Brown Corkran, Supreme Court Director

TEAM

Sara J. Adeli, Litigation and Administrative Assistant
Jonathan Backer, Senior Counsel
Gregory Briker, Liman Fellow
Shelby Calambokidis, Senior Counsel
Elizabeth Cruikshank, Senior Counsel
Julia Gegenheimer, Special Litigation Counsel
Alex Lichtenstein, Counsel
Joseph Mead, Special Litigation Counsel
William Powell, Senior Counsel
Samuel Siegel, Senior Counsel
Allahjah Smith, Operations Manager
Kate Talmor, Senior Counsel
Seth Wayne, Senior Counsel and Criminal Reform Litigation Coordinator

FACULTY CHAIR

Neal Katyal, Paul and Patricia Saunders Emeritus Professor of Law

As long as threats to democracy persist, our work remains urgent.  
At ICAP, we stand on the front lines of constitutional advocacy—
litigating boldly, informing the public, and shaping policy to protect  
civil liberties and democratic principles.

We are proud of what we’ve accomplished, but we don’t take it  
for granted—and we know how much more remains. 

With your help, we’ll keep fighting for a more just and resilient democracy.

Because the work must continue.

The Work Continues

WHY YOUR SUPPORT MATTERS
ICAP provides all its legal services at no 
cost—whether we’re litigating in courts 
across the country, advising public 
officials and community members 
about political violence, or offering 
behind-the-scenes strategic guidance 
to protect democracy and civil rights. 

Though we are based at Georgetown 
Law, we are not funded by the law 
school. Our work depends entirely on 
external support.
 
Please consider  MAKING A GIFT  
to help us continue this vital work.

https://www.law.georgetown.edu/icap/donate/
https://www.law.georgetown.edu/icap/donate/
https://www.law.georgetown.edu/icap/donate/
https://www.law.georgetown.edu/icap/donate/
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600 New Jersey Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20001
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