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GIRARDEAU A. SPANN

ADDRESS:
Office
Georgetown University Law Center
600 New Jersey Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20001-2075
Phone: 202-662-9103
Email: spann@law.georgetown.edu

EDUCATION:

Harvard Law School, JD (1974)
Princeton University, AB (1971)
Magna Cum Laude

EMPLOYMENT EXPERIENCE:

Since 2012 — James and Catherine Denny Professor of Law, Georgetown University Law
Center, Washington, DC (Professor, 1987-2012) (Tenured Associate Professor, 1983-87)
(Assistant Professor, 1979-83) — Courses: Contracts; Torts; Constitutional Law | & II; Ad-
ministrative Law

2001 — Visiting Professor of Law, Duke University School of Law — Co-author, The Con-
tracts Experience (Multimedia DVD Teaching Materials for First Year Contracts Course)

Fall 1997 — Visiting Professor of Law, Quinnipiac University School of Law — Courses:
Administrative Law; Civil & Political Rights: Equal Protection

1995-96 — Visiting Professor of Law, Duke University School of Law — Courses: Admin-
istrative Law; Constitutional Law

1974-79 — Staff Attorney, Public Citizen Litigation Group, Washington, DC — Federal
court litigation; congressional lobbying — Acting Director (1978-79)

1972-74 — Student Intern, Cambridge & Somerville Legal Services, Cambridge, MA —
Representation of indigent clients in court as part of clinical program

Summer 1973 — Law Clerk, Natural Resources Defense Council, New York, NY
PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES:

Member, American Law Institute (Since 2006) — Public Member, Administrative Confer-
ence of US (1994-95) — Trustee DC Bar Clients’ Security Trust Fund (1992-95), Vice Chair
(1994), Chair (1995) — Board & Executive Committee, Institute for Public Representation,
Georgetown University Law Center (1980-95) — Board, Public Citizen Foundation (1982-
92) — Board, DC Neighborhood Legal Services Program (1978-88) — Chair, Monitoring
Board in Reynolds v Sheet Metal Workers’ Local 100, Civil No. 75-0778 (DDC 1982) (1982-
88) — Member, DC Bar Committee on Application of Rules of Professional Responsibility
to Government Lawyers (1987-88) — Member, Board of Governors, DC Bar (1983-86) —
Member, DC Circuit Advisory Committee on Procedures (1983-86) — Board, ACLU of the
National Capital Area (1980-83), Executive Committee (1982-83) — Member, Legal Ethics
Committee of the DC Bar (1977-83)

BAR ADMISSIONS:

District of Columbia Court of Appeals (January 1975); United States Supreme Court (Jan-
uary 1978); United States Courts of Appeals for the District of Columbia, Fourth, Seventh
and Eighth Circuits; United States District Court for the District of Maryland
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PUBLICATIONS:

BooKs:

THE CONTRACTS EXPERIENCE (Multimedia “Casebook” for First Year Contracts
Course) (with John Weistart & H. Jefferson Powell) (2002)

CONSTITUTIONAL THEORY: Arguments and Perspectives (2d ed) (with Michael J. Ger-
hardt, Thomas D. Rowe, Jr. & Rebecca L. Brown), Lexis Publishing (2000)

THE LAW OF AFFIRMATIVE ACTION: Twenty-Five Years of Supreme Court Decisions
on Race and Remedies, New York University Press (2000)

RACE AGAINST THE COURT: The Supreme Court and Minorities in Contemporary Amer-
ica, New York University Press (1993)

ARTICLES & CHAPTERS:

Random Justice, 100 Univ N Car Law Rev 739 (2022) (in Equal Protection Symposium
Issue) (https://northcarolinalawreview.org/spann_finalforprint/)

Good Trouble, UNIV CHICAGO L REV ONLINE (Oct 2020) (https://lawreviewblog.uchi-
cago.edu/2020/10/30/aa-spann/) in series Affirmative Action at a Crossroads
(https://lawreviewblog.uchicago.edu/2020/10/30/aa-series/)

Gerrymandering Justiciability, 108 Geo L J 981 (2020) (https://scholar-
ship.law.georgetown.edu/facpub/2270/) & related podcast
(https://www.law.georgetown.edu/georgetown-law-journal/podcasts/).

Race Ipsa Loquitur, 2018 Mich St L Rev 1025 (2018) (https://digitalcom-
mons.law.msu.edu/Ir/vol2018/iss5/1/)

Good Faith Discrimination, 23 WILLIAM & MARY BILL OF RIGHTS JOURNAL 585 (2015)
(https://scholarship.law.wm.edu/wmborj/vol23/iss3/2/)

Racial Rights in THE OXFORD HANDBOOK ON THE UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION (Graber,
M, Levinson, S & Tushnet, M, eds.) (2015) (http://www.oxfordhand-
books.com/view/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780190245757.001.0001/0xfordhb-9780190245757-
e-26)

Race Still Matters, POVERTY & RACE, May/June 2014, at 12

Racial Supremacy, SCOTUSBIlog Symposium on Schuette v Coalition to Defend Affirma-
tive Action (http.//www.scotusblog.com/2013/09/schuette-symposium-racial-supremacy/)
(Sept 11, 2013)

Whatever, 65 VAND L REV EN BANC 203 (2012) (https://vanderbiltlawreview.org/lawre-
view/wp-content/uploads/sites/278/2012/09/spann_65-vand-I-rev-en-banc-203.pdf), in
Fisher v. University of Texas at Austin Roundtable (http://www.vanderbiltlawre-
view.org/enbanc/roundtable/fisher-v-university-of-texas-at-austin/)

Fisher v Grutter, 65 VAND L REV EN BANC 45 (2012) (https://vanderbiltlawreview.org/lawre-
view/wp-content/uploads/sites/278/2012/07/spann_65_vand_| rev_en_banc_45.pdf),

In Fisher v. University of Texas at Austin Roundtable (http://www.vanderbiltlawre-
view.org/enbanc/roundtable/fisher-v-university-of-texas-at-austin/)

Advisory Adjudication, 86 Tul L J 1289 (2012)
Constitutional Hypocrisy, 27 CONST COMMENT 557 (2011)

Disparate Impact, 98 Geo L J 1133 (2010) (http://scholar-
ship.law.georgetown.edu/cqgi/viewcontent.cqgi?article=1802&context=facpub))

Postracial Discrimination, 5 MODERN AMERICAN 26 (2010) (http://www.wcl.ameri-
can.edu/modernamerican/volumeSissue2.cfm)
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PUBLICATIONS (CONTINUED):

ARTICLES & CHAPTERS (CONTINUED):

Doctrinal Dilemma, PENNUMBRA (Online Vol 158) (2009) (http://www.pennum-
bra.com/conversations/?aid=213)

The Conscience of a Court, 63 U Miami L Rev 431 (2009)
Disintegration, 46 U LouisvILLE L REv 565 (2008)
Affirmative Inaction, 50 HowaRD LJ 611 (2007)

Terror and Race, 45 WASHBURN LJ 89 (2005)
Constitutionalization, 49 St Louis U LJ 709 (2005)
Neutralizing Grutter, 7 U PA J CONST L 633 (2005)

The Dark Side of Grutter, 21 CONST COMMENT 221 (2004)
Just Do It, 67 LAw & CONTEMP PROBS 467 (2004)

Writing Off Race, 63 LAwW & CONTEMP PROBS 467 (2000)
Proposition 209, 47 DUKE L J 187 (1997)

Affirmative Action and Discrimination, 39 HOWARD L J 1 (1995)
Color-Coded Standing, 80 CORNELL L REv 1422 (1995)
Pure Politics, 88 MicH L REv 1971 (1990)

A Critical Legal Studies Perspective on Contract Law and Practice, 1988 ANN SURV AM
LAaw 223 (1988)

Baby M and The Cassandra Problem, 76 GEOL J 1719 (1988)
Secret Rights, 71 MINN L REV 669 (1987)

Hyperspace, 84 MicH L REv 628 (1986) (Book Review)

Simple Justice, 73 GEO L J 1041 (1985)

Deconstructing the Legislative Veto, 68 MINN L REvV 473 (1984)
Spinning the Legislative Veto, 72 GEO L J 813 (1984)

Functional Analysis of The Plain Error Rule, 71 GEO L J 945 (1983)
Expository Justice, 131 UPALREv 585 (1983)
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