
Check the box “Initial permission to accept 
employment” even if you have previously 
applied for pre-completion OPT or OPT at 
another degree level

Include your first, last 
and middle name if you 
have one.  This should 
exactly match your passport

Provide other 
names if 
applicable.  Write 
“N/A” if you have 
not used another 
name

Use this example for as a 
general guide.  Answer 
questions as they apply to 
your specific situatation.



Write a U.S. address 
that will remain valid 
for 3-5 months. Your 
EAD card will be sent 
to this address.   

If you plan to move 
within 3-5 months, you 
may want to use the 
address of a close 
friend or family 
member. If you use 
another person’s 
address, put their 
name “in care of” and 
be sure to write your 
physical address for #7

Complete this 
section if the 
mailing address 
you used above 
is different from 
where you 
currently live. 

Everyone must answer 13.a.  If you do not yet 
have a Social Security Number (SSN) you can 
apply using this I-765 Form.  You can also 
request a replacement SSN if your original 
SSN card was lost or stolen.  Applying for an 
SSN will not delay your OPT application. 

Select “yes” for item 12 if you have 
previously applied for OPT.



Post-completion OPT: (c)(3)(B)
pre-completion OPT: (c)(3)(A)

Look up your most recent admission  
(I-94) record number online for part 21.a



After you complete the entire form, print and 
sign your name in black ink.  Do NOT type your 
name or sign with an electronic signature.

Make sure that your signature fits within the box 
provided.
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Read the I-765 instructions carefully and complete this section only if: 
(1) You have been approved for CPT in the past at any U.S. institution.  List SEVIS ID, CPT dates, Employer Name, part-time or full-time, degree level.  
(2) You have been approved for OPT in the past at any U.S. institution. List SEVIS ID, OPT Type (pre or post completion), OPT Dates, Employer Name, part-
time or full-time, degree level
(3)You have used a different SEVIS ID in F-1 status in the U.S. (For example, you attended school for a while, left the U.S. to take a break from school, and 
returned with a new form I-20 with a different SEVIS ID. Your SEVIS ID is on the top right corner of your I-20 and starts with N00
(4) You wish to provide additional information for any section of the I-765 (for example, your name was too long to type into the field).

Previous SEVIS ID example

CPT example

Example of additional information

Example of previous OPT


