
IPR: COMMUNICATIONS AND TECHNOLOGY LAW 
 

Apply online at: www.law.georgetown.edu/go/clinic-registration 
 
 

Faculty  The faculty is in the process of hiring a new clinical director.  In addition to the 
director, there are two graduate teaching fellows 

What do students do Students represent non-profit organizational clients before federal agencies and 
courts to ensure that communications technologies are used in ways that serve the 
public interest. 

Semester or year-long One semester, Fall or Spring 
Open to All 2Ls and 3Ls (at least 30 credits)   
Prerequisite(s) All first year courses 
Credits  12 
Requires Student Bar 
Certification 

No 

How many students 8/Semester 
Conflicts Handled on a case-by-case basis 
Average time 
commitment 

42 hours per week total. 32 hours per week M-F on cases.  10 hours per week 
preparing for and attending seminar and project rounds.  Full-time work on cases 
will continue for one week into the reading period. 

Seminar hours Tues. 9:00am-11:00am  
Wed. 9:00am-11:00am 

Orientation Orientation will take place on the first day of classes 
Information session(s) Thursday, March 28, 4:00pm-5:30pm, McDonough 312 

 
 

OVERVIEW 
 

IPR’s Communications and Technology Law Clinic works on highly visible matters at the intersection of 
law and technology.  The clinic advocates on behalf of non-profit organizational clients seeking to ensure 
that the public has affordable access to communications media (e.g., internet, cable, telecommunications, 
broadcasting), that the media serve the needs of a democratic society, and that members of the public are 
protected from invasions of privacy, deceptive marketing, and other consumer harms.  Our practice takes 
place mostly before the Federal Communications Commission (FCC), the Federal Trade Commission 
(FTC), and the US Courts of Appeal.  Examples of recent projects that students have worked on include:  
 

• Filing a complaint with the FTC alleging that Google Play is engaging in deceptive marketing by 
promoting certain apps as appropriate for children under age 13 that do not comply with the 
children’s privacy laws and contain inappropriate content; 

• Drafting an amicus brief for Consumers Union filed in the Net Neutrality appeal in the D.C. 
Circuit;  

• Drafting comments urging the Federal Election Commission to require public disclosure of the 
sponsors of paid online political advertising; 

• Drafting comments opposing FCC proposals to significantly cut back the amount of children’s 
educational programming that must be shown on broadcast television stations;  

 

http://www.law.georgetown.edu/go/clinic-registration


Our clients are non-profit organizations including Free Press, National Hispanic Media Coalition, Color 
of Change, Campaign for a Commercial Free Childhood, Consumers Union, Common Cause, Office of 
Communications, Inc. of the United Church of Christ, and Telecommunications for the Deaf and Hard of 
Hearing, Inc. 
 
Students take substantial responsibility for their cases under the supervision of faculty and fellows.  
Typically, projects involve administrative law, First Amendment issues, federal regulation of 
broadcasting, cable and telecommunications, unfair and deceptive advertising law, and privacy law. 
Students have opportunities to strategize and communicate with clients and allied organizations; advocate 
for their clients in meetings with agency staff; gather facts; research statutes, regulations, and case law; 
and analyze how the law applies to specific circumstances.  Students draft a wide variety of documents 
including letters to clients and agencies; comments on proposed rules; petitions for reconsideration in 
administrative actions; complaints and requests for investigation filed with administrative agencies; 
memoranda to clients; and motions, oppositions, and briefs filed in federal court.   
 
In addition, students attend and participate in twice weekly seminars.  Topics covered include legal 
writing, administrative law, working with clients and professional responsibility, statutory interpretation, 
using media to advocate, appealing agency orders, and recent developments in law and technology.  
Students also have the opportunity to give presentations and discuss their projects and to attend 
conferences on law and technology topics in the Washington DC area. 
 

TIME COMMITMENT 
 
The clinic requires a substantial commitment of time.  Because students’ work in the clinic has significant 
real world consequences that affect people’s lives, they need to devote significant time to learning about 
their clients, understanding the issues, understanding the legal and political context in which they are 
working, and analyzing how they can best help their clients achieve their policy goals. Students also need 
time to write, to revise drafts in response to the comments of the faculty and clients, and to ensure that all 
filings with courts and agencies are persuasive, clearly written, carefully proofread, and meet all 
procedural requirements.  Moreover, a substantial commitment of time is necessary to meet the law 
school’s policy with regard to credits.  Students receive 12 credits for the clinic, and are not permitted to 
enroll in more than 16 credits per semester.  Many students plan their studies so that they do not need to 
take other classes.   
 
There are three over-lapping aspects to the time commitment. 
 

1.  Project hours.  Students are expected to work on their projects for a minimum of 32 hours per 
week.  All project work must be recorded in detail on time sheets that are turned in weekly. 

 
2.  Office hours.  Students are expected to establish a regular schedule of 32 hours per week when 
they will work in the IPR office (Room 312).  Office hours must be scheduled during normal 
weekday business hours (8:30 am - 6:00 pm).  Working in the office facilitates interactions with 
faculty, fellows, other students, and clients and is an important part of learning to be a lawyer.     

 
3.  Seminars.  Students will spend four hours per week in seminars. Students are expected to read 
the assigned material in advance, complete any assigned exercises, and to actively participate in 
class.   



 
Students should expect to do some project work and class preparation outside of their scheduled office 
hours.  At times, their projects may demand more than 32 hours per week.   
 

GRADING 
 
Approximately midway through the semester, students will conduct self-evaluations and will receive 
written and oral evaluations of their progress from the fellows and faculty supervising their work.  At the 
end of the semester, students receive separate letter grades in three categories:  1) research and analysis, 
2) written and oral communication, and 3) professionalism and advocacy. 
 

SELECTION CRITERIA/APPLICATION PROCESS 
 
We welcome applications from rising 2L and 3L students.  While we have no course prerequisites, we 
recommend taking one or more courses in communications law, privacy law, and administrative law. If 
more students apply than can be accommodated, we will select students based on their experience and 
demonstrated interests in communications and technology law and public interest work.   

 
STAFF 

 
Lindsey Barrett began as a graduate teaching fellow in summer 2018.  Before joining IPR, she was the 
Georgetown Policy Fellow at Future of Privacy Forum, where she worked closely with the Student Data 
Privacy Project.  While a student at Georgetown Law, Lindsey served as a Research Assistant for the 
Center on Privacy and Technology, and worked for Facebook’s Privacy & Public Policy group, the Senior 
Advisor for Privacy at the Office of Management and Budget, the Department of Justice, FPF and the 
Electronic Privacy Information Center.  Her work has been published in the NYU Review of Law & 
Social Change, the Georgetown Law Journal, and the Georgetown Law Technology Review, of which she 
was the Managing Editor and co-founder. 
 
Michael Lee Rosenbloom will begin his fellowship in summer 2019.  He graduated from Columbia Law 
School in 2017.  He also holds an Msc in Social Science of the Internet from the University of Oxford, 
and a B.S. in Science, Technology and Society from Stanford University.  Since April 2018, Michael has 
worked as a Legal Fellow at the Electronic Frontier Foundation in San Francisco. 
   
Professor Angela J. Campbell, the current director of the clinic, will be stepping down.  She expects that 
the law school will soon be hiring a new director to start in summer 2019.   
 
 

2018-2019  
INSTITUTE FOR PUBLIC REPRESENTATION  

COMMUNICATIONS & TECHNOLOGY CLINIC STUDENTS 
 
Fall 2018     Spring 2019 
 Christopher Bonnaig    Avi Ginsberg     
 Rachel Johns     Forrest Hane 
 Allegra Kauffman    Tracey Klees 
 Matthew Kugler    Allison Muth 
 Bridget O’Connell    Kendall Spencer 
 Krista Pontzer     Rachel Wehr 
 Anna Schamberg    Lauren Yardumian 
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