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New York State Board of Law Examiners

Corporate Plaza – Building 3
254 Washington Avenue Extension

Albany, NY 12203-5195

SPECIMEN OF APPLICANT’S HANDWRITING

_________________________________                  ________________________________
Name (Print) BOLE ID # or Social Security Number

(THE FOLLOWING PARAGRAPH IS TO BE COPIED BY THE APPLICANT IN HIS OR HER 
USUAL HANDWRITING IN THE SPACE PROVIDED BEFORE THE SIGNATURE LINE.)

Each applicant shall file one sheet containing a copy of this paragraph in the usual 
handwriting of the applicant and bearing his or her signature at the end thereof, 
and containing a certification by an appropriate official of the law school, or a 
Notary Public, as described on the reverse side of this form.

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

(Applicant’s Signature)______________________________

(A)  This is to certify that the foregoing was written and signed by the above named applicant in 
my presence.

OR
(B)   This is to certify that the foregoing has been compared with the applicant's handwriting in 
the records of this school and is believed to be the same.

(Signature)______________________________________

(Title)__________________________________________
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SPECIMEN OF APPLICANT’S HANDWRITING

ALL APPLICANTS MUST FILE A SPECIMEN OF THE APPLICANT’S HANDWRITING.  
DETACH AND COMPLETE THE SPECIMEN OF APPLICANT'S HANDWRITING FORM ON 
THE PRECEDING PAGE, IN THE PRESENCE OF THE INDIVIDUAL THAT WILL BE 
CERTIFYING YOUR HANDWRITING.

ABA LAW SCHOOL GRADUATES – IF YOU ARE QUALIFYING TO SIT FOR THE BAR 
EXAMINATION UNDER COURT OF APPEALS RULE 520.3 (GRADUATION FROM AN ABA 
APPROVED LAW SCHOOL) YOU MUST HAVE YOUR HANDWRITING SAMPLE CERTIFIED 
BY AN APPROPRIATE OFFICIAL AT YOUR LAW SCHOOL.  IF YOU ARE NO LONGER AT 
LAW SCHOOL AND IT IS A LONG DISTANCE AWAY, WRITE THE PARAGRAPH AND MAIL 
IT TO YOUR SCHOOL FOR COMPARISON WITH A SAMPLE IN THEIR RECORDS.  IF YOUR 
SCHOOL IS UNABLE TO CERTIFY YOUR HANDWRITING, THEY SHOULD PROVIDE A 
LETTER TO THAT EFFECT AND YOU SHOULD FORWARD THAT LETTER TO US, WITH 
YOUR HANDWRITING SAMPLE CERTIFIED BY A NOTARY PUBLIC.

LAW OFFICE STUDY - IF YOU ARE QUALIFYING TO SIT FOR THE BAR EXAMINATION 
UNDER COURT OF APPEALS RULE 520.4 (LAW OFFICE STUDY), YOU MUST HAVE YOUR 
HANDWRITING SAMPLE CERTIFIED BY THE ATTORNEY FOR WHOM YOU CLERKED.

NON-ABA LAW SCHOOL OR FOREIGN LEGAL EDUCATION – IF YOU ARE 
QUALIFYING TO SIT FOR THE BAR EXAMINATION UNDER COURT OF APPEALS RULE 
520.5 (UNAPPROVED LAW SCHOOL & FIVE YEARS OF PRACTICE IN ANOTHER 
JURISDICTION) OR 520.6 (FOREIGN LEGAL EDUCATION), YOU MAY HAVE YOUR 
HANDWRITING SPECIMEN CERTIFIED BY A NOTARY PUBLIC OR OTHER LIKE OFFICIAL 
AUTHORIZED TO VERIFY/WITNESS A SIGNATURE.

THIS FORM MUST BE RECEIVED BY THE BOARD OFFICE NO LATER THAN 
FEBRUARY 1st IF APPLICATION IS MADE FOR THE FEBRUARY EXAMINATION, AND 
JUNE 15th IF APPLICATION IS MADE FOR THE JULY EXAMINATION.

THE COMPLETED SPECIMEN OF APPLICANT’S HANDWRITING FORM SHOULD BE 
MAILED TO THE FOLLOWING ADDRESS:

New York State Board of Law Examiners
Corporate Plaza – Building 3
254 Washington Avenue Extension
Albany, NY 12203-5195


