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Karl Paulson Egbert is an attorney in the Financial Services Group at Dechert LLP. He works on 
transactions involving investment companies, including mergers, acquisitions and initial public 
offerings. Prior to moving to Washington, he practiced at an English law firm in London and Hong 
Kong, helping to provide access to the capital markets for a wide variety of operating companies, 
from dairy farms in Mongolia to cable TV providers in Poland.  He is a graduate of Yale University 
(B.A.) and the University of Michigan (J.D.)   
 
 
 
Laura Leedy Gansler is Associate Vice President for Emerging Regulatory Issues at the Financial 
Industry Regulatory Authority (FINRA), where she has also worked in the Office of General 
Counsel and Office of Dispute Resolution.  Prior to joining FINRA, she was at the U.S. Securities 
and Exchange Commission, where she served in the Division of Enforcement and the Office of the 
General Counsel.  For part of her time at the SEC, she was temporarily assigned as a Special 
Assistant United States Attorney for the District of Columbia.  She has also been in private practice 
with Debevoise and Plimpton.   She is a graduate of Harvard University (B.A.) and the University of 
Virginia (J.D.)     
 
 
 
Donna Norman currently serves as a senior counsel with the Financial Crisis Inquiry Commission, 
where she has spent the last year investigating the causes of the financial crisis and the collapse or 
near collapse of major US financial institutions.  She is on loan from the Securities and Exchange 
Commission where she has served as Counsel to the Director of Enforcement since 2005.  Prior to 
joining the Director’s office, Donna was on the Commission’s investigative staff for three years.  
Prior to joining the Commission, Donna was a litigator in private practice with Arnold & Porter in 
Washington, DC and with Wilson, Sonsini, Goodrich & Rosati in Palo Alto, California.  Prior to 
entering private practice Donna clerked for the Seventh Circuit Court of Appeals.  Donna is an 
adjunct professor in the LL.M. program at Georgetown University Law Center and teaches 
“Regulation of Financial Institutions and Securities Markets.” 
 

 

 
 


