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				The Human Rights Institute is the focal point of human rights at Georgetown Law. 
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														Our mission													

						
							
								"The Institute aims to make Georgetown Law the premier training academy for the next generation of human rights advocates by providing them with the intellectual foundation, the real world experience, and the practical skills necessary to be effective in today’s challenging environment."

							

						

											

				

			

					

	




	
		Featured News
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				HRI Deputy Director Michelle Liu Gives Keynote Address at 2024 Human Rights Summit

					March 15, 2024
						On March 15, 2024, the Human Rights Institute and Hoyas for Human Rights, an undergraduate student club on the Hilltop Campus, co-hosted the 2024 Human Rights Summit. This year's Summit theme was "Working Towards Justice: Human Rights in the 21st Century."



Sharing a bit about her personal journey to a human rights career and advice for students in her keynote, Michelle Liu stated that “human rights work is difficult, time-consuming, and prone to set-backs—and that’s in the best of times. Passion is the fuel that keeps you going.”
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				Soledad García Muñoz Delivers the 2023-2024 Drinan Lecture on "The Age of Economic, Social, Cultural, and Environmental Rights"

					March 5, 2024
						Ecofeminist human rights and environmental lawyer and former Special Rapporteur on Economic, Social, Cultural, and Environmental Rights at the Inter-American Commission for Human Rights Soledad García Muñoz joined Georgetown Law as the 2023-2024 Robert F. Drinan, S.J., Chair in Human Rights. Watch the 2023-2024 Drinan Lecture by clicking the title above. 
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				8:30 A.M. – 5:30 P.M.
				Georgetown University Law Center, 500 1st Street, NW, 9th floor, Washington, DC 20001
				Samuel Dash Conference: Protecting Environmental Defenders in an Age of Climate Emergency
				This year, the Dash Conference will focus on Protecting Environmental Defenders in an Age of Climate Emergency. The events will include panel discussions and conversations on the importance of the work of environmental human rights defenders; current and emerging threats; the role of corporations; and expanding protections for environmental defenders through law and policy.
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				5:30 PM - 8:30 PM EST
				500 1st St NW, 9th Floor Events Room
				HRI to Host Film Screening of “Bad River”
				Join the Human Rights Institute for a screening of "Bad River," a powerful new documentary by Georgetown Law alum Mary Mazzio. Bad River, the powerful new documentary film written and directed by award-winning filmmaker, Mary Mazzio (I Am Jane Doe, A Most Beautiful Thing) and narrated by Indigenous activist and model Quannah ChasingHorse along with award-winning actor Edward Norton (Primal Fear, American History X, Birdman), chronicles the Wisconsin-based Bad River Band and its ongoing fight for sovereignty.



We are honored to screen this film as part of our Storytelling for Social Change series and as a lead up to HRI’s annual Samuel Dash Conference on Human Rights on April 9th on Protecting Environmental Defenders in an Age of Climate Emergency. Join us for dinner, a film, and a talkback with director, filmmaker, and Georgetown Law alumni Mary Mazzio.
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					Ginna Anderson

					Building Networks to Support Defenders Worldwide

									

			
		

		
			
				Ginna Anderson (L’09) is the Associate Director of the American Bar Association Center for Human Rights, a subsection of the ABA that focuses on promoting the rule of law and human rights internationally. As the Director of the Justice Defenders Program, Ginna works to coordinate pro bono legal services, monitor trials, and advocate on behalf of human rights defenders and other vulnerable communities globally, alongside a team of legal advisers and programmatic staff from around the world.

			

						
								
					Read about Ginna's career journey
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					Abbey Koenning-Rutherford

					Congrats!

									

			
		

		
			
				We are proud to announce our 2023 Pruckmayr Award winner: Abbey Koenning-Rutherford!

Abbey embodies the spirit of Bettina Pruckmayr through their infectious enthusiasm and tireless dedication to fighting injustice, advancing human rights, and fostering community. 

			

						
								
					Read about Abbey's accomplishments
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