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advice on course selection for FIRST year students

· Be self-reflective.  Think hard about your goals for law school and beyond, and how various courses will or will not help you achieve those goals.  
· Plan now for more than your second year.  List all the courses you may want to take before you graduate, and any prerequisites you will need for each of them.  Update your plan each semester.
· Take a few “building block” classes in your second year.  Examples of such courses include Administrative Law, Corporations, Constitutional Law II, Evidence, Criminal Law, Tax I, and International Law I.  But don’t limit yourself to 4-credit courses next year.
· Try to take at least one small class every term.  You’ll get to know your classmates and the faculty better, and you’ll do more public speaking.  
· Take courses that you find interesting, not those everyone says you should take.  You’ll get better grades and enjoy law school more.  

· Take courses that ask you to write, whether papers, briefs, memos or journals.  Writing may be the most important skill you hone in law school.  
· Take at least one practice-oriented class before you graduate.  For example, trial practice, a clinic, or any of the ADR courses.  
· Take courses based on who teaches them.  Ask professors and other students about faculty you do not want to miss.  Read the course evaluations on-line.  And take all of the advice with a grain of salt.  
· Take at least one course that teaches life skills as well as legal skills.  For example, ADR classes, clinics, and ethics seminars. 
· Take your WR class when you have sufficient time to devote to the project.   Many students find that the best time to write the WR paper is the second semester of second year or first semester of third year. 
· Do not take a course simply because the material is on the bar exam.  

Academic Advising: The following academic advisors are available to meet with students individually in April and beyond to discuss course selection and academic planning:


Mitchell Bailin, Dean of Students
Rm. 210, x4066


Everett Bellamy, Senior Assistant Dean
Rm. 352, x9039


Nancy Cantalupo, Assistant Dean, Clinic Administration
Rm. 352, x9100


Sarah Hulsey, Director, J.D. Academic Services
Rm. 352, x9041


Sally McCarthy, Assistant Dean
Rm. 352, x9041


Denise Sangster, Registrar
Rm. 315, x9220
Career Advising and Questions on Externships: 


Gihan Fernando, Assistant Dean, Career Services
Rm. 328, x9300


Michael Frisch, Externship Program Coordinator
Rm. 415, x9926


Barbara Moulton, Assistant Dean, OPICS
Rm. 212, x9655

New J.D. Fall 2009 Courses and Seminars
	Title
	Professor
	Credits

	Advanced Readings in Criminal Law and Procedure: Punishment Seminar

	Forman and Luban
	2 & 3

	American Legal Profession: Historical and Sociological Perspectives Seminar

	Rostain
	3

	Building an International Skill Set Through the Lens of Boundary Disputes (GLS 2nd Year Seminar)

	Stewart
	1 & 3 (year-long)


	Congress and the Department of Justice: Conflict and Cooperation


	Nathan
	2



	Critical Race Theory Seminar
	Roithmayr
	2 & 3



	Current Issues in Transnational (Private) Law Seminar

	Stewart
	2 & 3

	Discourses of Rights
	Zreik
	2



	Eighth Amendment Prohibition on Cruel and Unusual Punishment Seminar

	Dolovich
	3

	Foreign Relations Law Colloquium
	Vázquez
	2



	Free Speech in the Twenty-First Century Seminar

	Tushnet
	3



	International Civil Litigation - Current Issues and Trends in the United States and in Europe

	Hess
	2

	International Law of Labor and Employment
	Pillard
	3



	Israel/Palestine Conflict: Legal Issues Seminar
	Abu-Odeh
	2 & 3



	Tax Treaties
	Lang
	1



	Transnational Legal Theory Seminar
	Luban and Pillard
	2 & 3



	WTO: Dumping, Subsidies and Safeguards
	Mitchell and Voon
	2




New Courses Cross-Listed from the LL.M. Program or the Main Campus

	Title
	Professor
	Credits

	China's Financial Markets
	Saulski
	2



	Employee Benefits Issues for Financially Distressed Individuals & Corps
	Eickelberg and Wagner


	2

	Epidemiology for Lawyers
	Kraemer
	3



	Islamic Law: The Future
	An-Na’im
	3



	Rethinking Security Regulations & the Role of the SEC
	Bondi and Rothenberg


	2

	Trade, IP Rights, & Public Health
	Watal
	1



	WTO & Public International Law
	Herlihy
	2


New J.D. Spring 2010 Courses and Seminars
	Title
	Professor 
	Credits

	Advanced Property Law
	Lewisohn-Zamir
	2



	Building an International Skill Set Through the Lens of Boundary Disputes (GLS 2nd Year Seminar)

	Stewart
	1 & 3 (year-long)


	Colloquium on "The New Governance": Theory and Practice in Modern Administrative Law and Regulation


	Aleinikoff
	2

	Comparative Constitutional Law Seminar: The South African Bill of Rights

	Goldstone
	3

	Critical Legal Theory Seminar
	Peller
	3



	Deals: The Economics of Structuring Transactions

	Teitelbaum
	3

	Environmental Law in the Supreme Court Seminar
	Lazarus
	2 & 3



	Federal Banking Regulation: Modern Financial Institutions and Change

	Jordan
	4

	The Financial Meltdown, the Madoff Scandal, and the Future of the SEC Seminar

	Langevoort
	3

	International Copyright Controversies
	Band and Schruers
	2



	International Environment and Trade Seminar: Climate Change


	Brown Weiss and Bradley
	3

	International Investment Law
	Pryce
	2



	Latin American Law
	Figueroa
	2



	Leadership, Teambuilding and Management Skills for Lawyers


	Berman and Bock
	2

	Prison Law and Policy
	Dolovich
	4



	The Private Role in Public Governance and Law Seminar

	Short
	2 & 3

	The Role of the Government as a Market Participant Seminar

	Molot
	2 and 3

	Structured Finance
	Levitin
	2



	Twentieth Century Constitution Seminar
	Nourse
	3



	U.S. Foreign Relations and National Security Law
	Carter
	2




New Courses Cross-Listed from the LL.M. Program or the Main Campus

	Title
	Professor
	Credits

	Dispute Resolution Under International Trade and Investment Agreements: The Litigator’s Perspective

	Grane and Mendenhall
	2

	Human Rights Obligations of Non-state Actors: Implications for Global Health

	Halabi
	2

	Law, Politics & Policy in WTO and U.S. Trade Law


	Horlick
	2
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